Ipsden Parish Council
Draft Minutes of the Ipsden Parish Council meeting held at Ipsden Memorial Hall
on Thursday 1 September 2016 at 6.30pm
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Present:
Members: Mr Nick Miller - NM (Chair), Mr John Jeffery - JJ, Mrs Wendy Clark - WC
Clerk:
Mrs Amanda McCrea – AM
OCC:
Cllr Mark Gray (part-time), Mr Keith Stenning (part-time)
Public: Mrs Ruth Garwood, Mr Alexander Woollard (part-time)
Apologies:
Mrs Heather Llewellyn (IPC) - HL
Cllr David Nimmo-Smith (SODC and OCC) - DNS
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Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting of 7 July 2016 were agreed and signed by the Chair.
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Oxfordshire Together

Action

OCC Local Area Steward, Mr Keith Stenning, explained the Oxfordshire Together concept which
enables local councils to take control of their own maintenance issues ie. grass cutting. Funding for
grass cutting is available for both urban areas (inside the 30 mph limit) and rural areas (outside the
30mph limit) at £498.56 and £100 respectively. The parish council would be obliged to cut verges
twice a year and would need to ensure that their insurance or the contractor’s insurance provides
public liability cover up to £10 million.
Other services discussed were basal tree growth cut-back which is funded at £5 per tree but not
necessarily something required by IPC, vegetation cut-back which is not funded and is the
responsibility of land-owners, and salt for gritting which is provided free of charge by OCC. KS to
send form to clerk for ordering of salt.

KS

There is no movement for parish councils to take on repair of pot-holes as this would be too
dangerous. However, parish councils are authorised to maintain laybys which count as verges.
It was suggested that IPC could take on the Oxfordshire Together service from 1 April 2017. In the
meantime, it was agreed to obtain quotes for grass cutting.
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OCC Report: Cllr Gray brought to council’s attention the introduction of the new Comet bus service
which is offered to Oxfordshire residents and community groups who don’t have access to suitable
public transport. It is also open to wheelchair users and those with mobility issues and runs between
the hours of 10am and 2pm when the buses are not being used for school runs. Full information can
be found at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet
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Matters Arising:

6.1

Quickset path: NM reported that signs stating ‘For pedestrian use only’ have been ordered and will
be displayed at each end of the path.

6.2

A4074 update and Petition: KS reported that he has been asked by DNS to commission a speed
and traffic volume survey. The last time this was carried out on the Ipsden stretch of the A4074 was
in 2008 when the average speed was 60mph peaking at 72 mph. The intended location of the speed
survey was discussed and it was agreed it would be preferable to have two devices and that council
would decide on their optimum locations and contact KS accordingly.

AM

NM

AM

The survey should take place in the next six weeks and assuming it proves that there is an average
over-speed, council may then apply for a reduction in the speed limit after a public consultation has
taken place.
KS advised that it would cost IPC £5000 approx (mainly legal costs) to reduce the speed limit and
also paint double solid white lines in order to prohibit over-taking at the junctions.
The installation of white gates is permitted and could go ahead at any time but would be an extra
cost. KS offered to obtain a quote for these. MG advised that Moulsford will also be installing white
gates and that perhaps there would be a cost saving if both councils were to undertake the

KS

installation at the same time.
Council presented its petition of 301 signatures showing the strength of opinion regarding the
dangers at the A4074 village junctions due to high speeds and overtaking at these partly blind
junctions. MG accepted the petition on behalf of OCC will pass it on to DNS. NM to scan the last few
sheets yet to be collected and email to MG.

NM

Council expressed thanks to all those who helped collect signatures namely, Alexander Woollard,
Joyce Hands, the King William pub, the village shop, the Blue Tin Farm Shop, Early Days Nursery
and Braziers Park as well as council members themselves.
6.3

Playground: JJ has found a source of goalposts on sale at £69.99 each plus shipping. Council
agreed to go ahead and purchase these. NM to ask Mr Jackson to cut grass again before
installation of the new goal posts.
Clerk advised that the playground inspection will be carried out on Tuesday 6 September by
Wicksteed Leisure.

6.4

Crime Reporting: Council is enquiring about help regarding crime reporting.

6.5

Passing place maintenance work: JJ presented plans he has drawn up showing passing places
which need repairing. These are mostly in Church Lane, Well Place Road and Cox’s Lane. NM
agreed to obtain materials and labour required to carry out the repairs in Church Lane to start with.
JJ will attend when work is carried out in October.

6.6

Correspondence: JJ reported that he had received an email from an audiologist in response to his
complaint regarding excessive noise coming from the Braziers Park Supernormal festival. JJ to draft
and circulate a proposed reply. NM advised that there have been many complaints around the
village and all agreed that the situation was totally unacceptable.
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Finance

7.1

Payments for approval:
Clerk reported that the following interim payments had been approved and paid since the last PC
meeting:
Dog bin emptying - £50.23
Council insurance - £326.56
Recreation ground grass cutting - £102

JJ
NM

HL

NM
JJ

JJ

Council approved and signed cheques for the following payments:
Petition stationery costs - £28.28
7.2

Clerk’s salary and expenses for July/August 2016 (9 weeks) - £445

7.3

Internet banking: NM reported that he has submitted request to bank and is awaiting response.
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Planning

7.1

P16/S2208/FUL – Well Place Manor: Change of land use and construction of a hard surfaced tennis
court with surround fencing.
SODC have now approved this application.
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Any Other Business:
Fundraising for the intended reduced speed limit and double solid white lines on the A40474 was
discussed and it was agreed to wait until the speed survey results are received before proceeding
with requests for donations and arrangements for fundraising events.
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Date of next meeting:
The next meeting of the Ipsden Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 1 November 2016 at 6.30pm
in the Ipsden Memorial Hall.
The meeting closed at 19:55.

Approved by:

Date:
(Chairman)

NM

