Draft Minutes of the Ipsden Parish Council meeting held via Zoom due to Covid-19 restrictions
on Tuesday 24 November 2020 at 6pm
Please check the village website regularly for Covid-19 updates – www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk
A village support group is available to contact at ipsden_support@btinternet.com or 01491 681857
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Present online:
Members: Nick Miller (Chair) – NM, John Jeffery – JJ, Wendy Clark – WC, David Coldwell – DC,
Heather Llewellyn - HC
Clerk:
Moira Holloway - MH
OCC:
Cllr Mark Gray - MG
SODC:
Cllr Jo Robb – JR, Cllr Lorraine Hillier - LH

2

Apologies: None

3

Minutes of Previous Meeting:

Action

The minutes of the previous meeting of 29 September 2020 were approved by council.
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OCC Report:
Cllr Gray reported that it had been possible to keep more services open during the second period of lockdown,
including tips and libraries (click and collect service). The impact of Covid-19 on receipts from business rates,
council tax and parking has resulted in a significant budget deficit, but that every measure was being taken to
avoid a reduction in public spending. Cllr Gray also reported that mass testing in the form of the less invasive
flow test will be soon rolled out across the county. Cllr Gray urged anyone offered the test to participate to help
reduce transmission of the virus.
Councillors were interested to learn of a joint initiative to tackle speeding in the county. Alongside educating
drivers of the dangers of exceeding speed limits, the speeding taskforce aims to support communities in
addressing speeding problems. Mr Jeffery commented that IPC was still struggling with only a partial speed
limit. A map to be provided to Cllr Gray to identify areas of concern. IPC will also take part in the county wide
20mph initiative.

JJ

SODC Report:
Cllrs Hillier and Robb reported that SODC Local Restriction Support Grants are available, urging businesses
that have had to close due to the Covid-19 restrictions to apply. Cllr Robb reported that the South Councillor
Grant Scheme is now open to non-profit community organisations and town and parish councils giving each
councillor £5,000 to award to projects or services that benefit the community in their ward area. The deadline
for applications is 5 February 2021 and further guidance can be found on the SODC website at
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/community-support/grants/councillorcommunity-grants. IPC discussed submitting an application in respect of flood mitigation works required on
The Street.

MH

Cllr Hillier advised the importance of neighbourhood plans in order to maintain the character of our district.
Further discussion noted in 7.1 below.
SODC offices will now be located in Didcot and that options for the Crowmarsh site were being considered.
The latest SODC Covid-19 update and report has been circulated and can be viewed on the village website at
www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk .
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Matters Arising

5.1

A4074:
Cllr Gray enquired whether the red centre stripe and road markings had been reinstated. Mr Jeffery reported
that this had not happened and that IPC wish to escalate the matter of the outstanding works by letter to the
highest level at OCC. Cllr Gray to provide details of where the letter should be directed.

5.2

MG/NM/
JJ

Playground: Mr Coldwell reported that the playground had remained open during the second lockdown period
following review of the Government Covid-19 guidance updated on 5 November 2020 and July 2020 risk
assessment. Mr Coldwell also reported that he had completed the repair to a small section of wood rot on a
climbing wall timber, identified in the October playground inspection. Wicksteed have been contacted to
arrange the annual inspection.
Clerk has contacted Biffa and SODC regarding the emptying of the playground bin. SODC have advised that
whilst the bin may have been emptied by SODC/Biffa previously, the playground bin is not on land that SODC
have responsibility for and the bin is not included on the Biffa collection schedule. It was agreed that Clerk to
contact Mr Vernon with a view to including the playground bin in the litter-picking round.

MH

5.3

Highway maintenance:

i

Councillors discussed recent flooding issues at the bottom of The Street. Cllr Gray suggested that Highways
Agency be contacted to assist in finding a solution. Mr Coldwell to provide Cllr Gray with details of the location
and problem. Subsequent to the meeting it was agreed that Mr Miller make arrangements to further dredge the
ditches at the end of The Street. This to include hire expenses for the digger. It was also agreed that Mr
Jeffery request Mr McRobbie to clear the run-offs into Trunk Ditch at the bottom of Church Lane.

ii

DC
NM
JJ

Mr Coldwell reported that the new dog waste bin and been installed near the King William Public House. Mr
Coldwell was thanked for undertaking the work. Mrs Llewellyn reported that she had received positive
comments from The King William. Clerk has advised Mr Vernon of the additional dog waste bin to be emptied.
As ever, residents are encouraged to report highway maintenance issues at
https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/my

5.4

Correspondence:
Mr Miller reported that he had also been contacted by a resident of the village regarding the flooding issue
since the last meeting. Councillors will action as per 5.3 i.
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Finance:

6.1

Payments for approval:
Clerk reported that the following payments had been made since the last meeting:
Item
Dog bin emptying – 1 Jul-30 Sept 2020

£
207.00

Council members approved payment of the following:
Item
Litter picking – October and November
Dog bin emptying – October and November
D Coldwell – Playground inspections and general
maintenance. Installation of dog waste bin at Hailey
Website Maintenance
M Holloway - Purchase of dog-waste bin & cash tin
Royal British Legion – Poppy Appeal

£
100.00
15.00
67.50
90.00
96.65
100.00

The current account balance is £9271.37 at 24 November 2020. The deposit account balance is £3600.81
Clerk reported on enquiries to Barclays regarding online banking and advised it was possible for IPC to have
online banking and dual authorisation in line with IPC’s current mandate. Councillors agreed that Mr Miller, Mr
Jeffery, and Mrs Holloway will meet to undertake the necessary joint initialising phone call.
6.2

MH/NM/
JJ

Clerk’s invoice:
Council approved Clerk’s services invoice for the period 1 October to November 2020 (10 weeks) - £450, office
service charge for October/November (2 months) - £40.

6.3

Budget/Precept
Clerk presented the budget/precept calculation for 2021/22. The budget was agreed subject to a balancing
contingency sum in order to ensure that IPC would request no change from 2020/21. £9009 was subsequently
agreed by all councillors. This represents £53.18 per Band D household, the same figure as 2020/21.

6.4

VAT Reclaim
Clerk has calculated a VAT reclaim for 2019/20 of £1265 and confirmed that this is included in the budget.
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Planning:

7.1

South Oxfordshire Local Plan Consultation:
Mr Coldwell has submitted a response on behalf of IPC under section MM4:
Ipsden Parish Council is concerned about the incremental increase in traffic on the A4074 due to
developments in the surrounding area and the detrimental effect this will have on safety for villagers who
have to use the two means of access /egress to /from the village, namely The Street and Church Lane,
which are both low standard junctions onto a major highway that in these locations is subjected to the
national speed limit of 60mph.

MH

7.2

P20/S3643/FUL Hill Barn, Hailey, Ipsden, Wallingford, 0X10 6AD Proposal: Variation of conditions 2. No
Objection. (Note:- SODC now approved.)

7.3

Licensing: Nyama Catering Ltd, Unit 2 and Unit 2A, Icknield Farm, Icknield Lane, Ipsden, Wallingford, OX10
6AS – New Premises Licence application LAPREM/126-4/20. Clerk contacted SODC and applicant’s agent for
information on the proposed activities requiring a premises licence at Units 2 and 2a Icknield Farm. On receipt
of information from proprietor, a response of ‘No Objection’ was submitted. (Note:- SODC licence now
granted.)
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Any Other Business:
Mrs Clark informed the council that she would be resigning from the Parish Council on 16th December as she
will be moving away. Councillors expressed their thanks and appreciation and for her hard work and
considerable efforts on behalf of IPC and wished her well for the future.
Notices of a vacancy will be posted by 30th December.
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MH

Date of next meeting:
Due to the Covid-19 outbreak restrictions, councils are not permitted to meet in person.
The date of the next meeting via Zoom will be Tuesday 26 January at 6pm.
Should residents wish to bring issues to the parish council’s attention or join an online meeting, please contact
the clerk at ipsdenpc@gmail.com .
Meanwhile, parish councillors and clerk continue to address issues and carry out council work via email and
telephone. Ipsden residents are encouraged to check the village website at www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk
regularly for updates and/or join the (data-protected) Village Group Email by contacting the clerk at
ipsdenpc@gmail.com .
The meeting closed at 19.27pm

Approved by:

(Chairman)

Date:

