Draft Minutes of the Ipsden Parish Council meeting held at Ipsden Memorial Hall
on Wednesday 29 January at 6.30pm
1

Present:
Members: Mr Nick Miller (Chair) – NM, Mrs Wendy Clark – WC, Mr David Coldwell – DC,
Mrs Heather Llewellyn - HC
Clerk:
Mrs Amanda McCrea (Clerk) – AM
SODC:
Cllr Jo Robb - JR

2

Apologies: Mr John Jeffery

3

Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting of 5 December 2019 were agreed and signed by the Chair.

4

SODC Report:
Cllr Robb referred to her monthly report (attached) which makes reference to the Local Plan and the Secretary
of State’s intervention, local government structure and budgeting including a proposal to merge with the Vale of
the White Horse DC, votes for 16/17 yr olds, improving cycling and walking infrastructure, Chair’s charity
concert, a pop-up business school in Didcot, a future homes standards consultation,a new offices exhibition
and feedback day, and the Authority Planning Monitoring report.

Action

Cllr Robb also talked about a forthcoming public meeting to discuss the proposed third Reading bridge which is
starting to look more of a possibility despite a large amount of opposition. It could mean an extra 50,000 cars
per day on roads in this area; consequently, Cllr David Bartholomew of OCC and SODC has been very active
in opposing this initiative. Cllr Robb to email date of the meeting so that those interested can attend.
5

Matters Arising

5.1

A4074: Clerk reported that OCC have now pencilled dates in February to install the white village gateways and
the required pole for the solarsign, assuming there are no emergency road closures in the locality. Once OCC
traffic officers have completed this work, the solarsign will be erected and set to trigger at speeds above 46mph
The Chair confirmed that £1000 has now been transferred from the deposit account to pay for costs for this
project which are not covered by grants and previous precept allocations.

5.2

Playground: Mr Coldwell reported that his monthly inspection had revealed no areas of immediate concern.
Long-term improvement projects were discussed again and it was agreed that these would be addressed and
grants applied for once the current project of improvements to the A4074 have been completed.

5.3

The Mere: The Armistice Oak has now been replaced after the first one’s failure to survive and is being
regularly tended.

5.4

Highway maintenance: Clerk reported that several issues pertaining to hedgerows and sign maintenance
have been reported to OCC’s fixmystreet website and the response has been that these will be directed to the
appropriate departments for scheduling the work. Councillors agreed to file their own reports to
https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/my in an attempt to speed up the process.
Potholes in Urquhart Lane were also reported and these have recently been repaired by the ‘dragon patcher’.
As an aside, Clerk requested approval to extend the litterpicker’s route to include the two bus-stop shelters at
the end of The Street. This was approved by council and will incur extra costs of £10 per month.

5.5

Correspondence: HL reported that the PCC had discussed the recent VE Day 75 Anniversary letter
forwarded to them by IPC and had agreed to hold a special service of commemoration and bell-ringing on
Sunday 10 May.

6

Finance:

6.1

Payments for approval:
Clerk reported that the following payments had been made since the last meeting:

th

Item
Litter picking – December 2019
Annual playground inspection

£
40.00
103.20

Council members approved payment of the following:
Item
Playground maintenance
Litter picking – January 2020
Annual website hosting renewal
Dog waste bin emptying – July to Sept 2019
Dog waste bin emptying – Oct to Dec 2019
Donation to IPCC for installation of WC

£
67.50
40.00
89.94
69.07
69.07
1000.00

NM/WC/
DC/HC

AM

The current account balance is £6375 as at 29 January 2020. The deposit account balance is £3594.73 since
the transfer of £2000 to cover necessary funds for A4074 work and donation to IPCC for installation of a WC.
6.2

Clerk’s invoice:
Council approved Clerk’s services invoice for the period 23 November 2019 to 29 January 2020 (10 weeks) £450, website maintenance for Dec 19/Jan 20 (6 hours) - £90 and office service charge for Dec 19/Jan 20 (2
months) - £40.

7

Planning:
Planning Decision:
P19/S4228/FUL: Poors Farm – proposal to construct a steel framed agricultural building has been approved by
SODC.

8

Any Other Business:
HL reported that despite the installation of a dog waste bin in Hailey just up the lane from the pub, dog waste
bags are still to be seen littering the countryside.
Dog walkers are politely requested to make use of the bins provided.
HL also informed the meeting that there will be a special church service on Sunday 8 March when the bishop
will attend in order to bless the refurbishment work.

9

Date of next meeting:
The next meeting of the Ipsden Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 18 March at 6.00pm in the Ipsden
Memorial Hall.
The meeting closed at 19:31.

Approved by:

(Chairman)

Date:

