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Bishop Leads Ipsden’s Special Evensong
For the second time within a space of four weeks, St Mary’s in Ipsden
was full to the brim on the evening of Sunday, 8 March, when a
special Evensong service was held to give thanks for and bless the
reordering of the west end of the church. The service was led by the
Bishop of Dorchester, the Right Reverend Colin Fletcher, together
with our vicar, the Reverend John Blair. In attendance was our
Archdeacon, the Venerable Judy French, and members of Langtree
Team clergy.
In welcoming all to the service, the Bishop remarked that he and
Judy French had become vastly experienced in church loos as part of
the re-ordering of many churches in the county. So it was
particularly good to have with us our architects, Jeremy Bell and Tom
Evans (JBKS), our builder, Andy Stone (Stone Construction), and the
Chairman of The Friends of St Mary’s, Harry Clark. Further details of
the works are included in the report on page 5.
Breyan Knowles accompanied the hymns and choral works on the
organ, now removed from its protective coverings and thankfully
restored to active service following the building work. The choir,
directed by Gary Magill, sang settings by John Blow of the Magnificat
and Nunc Dimittis, as well as providing an invaluable lead to the
congregation for the Psalm and three hymns! Lessons from Genesis
and Paul’s Letter to the Romans were read by Siobhan and Peter
Bennett, representing the Committee of The Friends of St Mary’s.
After prayers, the Bishop
reminded us in his sermon
that churches need to be
welcoming and provide
hospitality for all in the
parish and beyond, not
just the next generation
but for all time.
Continued on page 2
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“Buildings all speak in their own kind of way and it is important that
we care for them”. The Bishop then moved to the back of the
church and gave thanks for the funding, design and construction of
the re-ordered west end. During the final hymn, there was a
collection in aid of the Outreach Fund, which enables the Bishop to
respond to a wide range of requests for help in the areas of
humanitarian need, Christian education, training and mission, both
in this country and abroad.
After the service there was more hospitality, with drinks being
served in the North Transept of the church. Thanks to Vaughan
Williams for providing this satisfying end to the evening’s
celebration. Thanks must be due to Churchwardens Clare Davis and
David Kelley for making the whole evening run smoothly and, armed
with their staves, for ensuring the Bishop’s safe passage throughout
his visit! And thanks also to a great number of people who tidied,
cleaned and decorated the church so that it was indeed even more
welcoming.
Peter Bennett

The Clergy along with our Churchwardens, followed by refreshments

April Church Services
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have confirmed that all
church services will be suspended for the foreseeable future.
Consequently, there will be no church services in April, though it is
hoped that churches will remain open for private prayer.
John Blair invites you to scheduled Zoom meetings. (www.zoom.us)
You will need to download the Zoom App to your PC, Laptop or phone
and there is an ID Number and Password for each event as follows:
Ipsden & North Stoke Sunday Worship SUNDAYS at 10am
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/188513761?
pwd=TXZSejV2bHNYSGo3MkorMVladmVDZz09
Meeting ID: 188 513 761, Password: 019797
Continued in the panel opposite
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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From the Vicarage
The three pillars of Lent echo
traditional Jewish teaching
about three acts: teshuvah
(repentance), tefillah (prayer)
and tzedakah, or giving to the
poor. Often translated as
“charity,” tzedakah is an
important obligation in Jewish
thought, an instinctive way to
give thanks to God, to
remember the departed, or to
ask for forgiveness.

Giving anonymously is an
essential act of humility. It is
even more righteous to give
when neither party knows the
other’s identity. When we give
anonymously, randomly,
without expectation of
acknowledgment or
recognition, or even thanks;
then we truly become selfless,
giving for the glory of God,
who sees in secret. These
uncertain times we live in
surely call for widespread
random acts of kindness!

While the word “charity”
suggests a magnanimous act
by the wealthy and powerful
for the benefit of the poor and
needy, tzedakah is actually an
act of respect, of giving the
poor their due. The spiritual
benefit of giving to the poor is
so great that a beggar does
the giver a favour by allowing
a person to perform tzedakah.

While our churches in Ipsden
and North Stoke will remain
open daily for private prayer
we will maintain a presence
online on Sunday Mornings for
the foreseeable future. But we
will make every effort to do
something special to celebrate
our Lord’s Resurrection come
Easter.

th

Maimonides, the 12 century
Jewish authority on Talmudic
Law defines eight levels in
giving charity (tzedakah),
each one higher than the
preceding one - from giving
grudgingly, giving
cheerfully, through giving
with or without being
asked. The highest levels of
tzedakah address giving alms
in secret.

Blessings

Canon John

Continued from panel opposite
Ipsden & North Stoke Evening Prayer WEDNESDAYS at 5pm
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/410935129?
pwd=Sjc5SEZuNVhBdU1PdDdYa3E3dVZFQT09
Meeting ID: 410 935 129, Password: 028369
Ipsden & North Stoke COMPLINE FRIDAYS at 8pm
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/726350423?
pwd=T0tKanMyVmVDVVFvOHRFVUxNcWdxUT09
Meeting ID: 726 350 423, Password: 005873
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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From the Rectory:
The Test of our Times

We live in anxious times. Each day, concern
about the COVID-19 coronavirus increases
and for good reason. We know that it is very
contagious. We know that it is a new virus
which we don’t have inbuilt immunity to. We
know it can have very serious consequences
for those who are elderly or physically
vulnerable. There's also a lot we don't know
about the virus, because it is new. There is
also no vaccine. We are sensibly planning for the worst, while
working for the best.
Like every organisation, the Church is working to keep some
semblance of normal life and interaction possible in the midst of a
whole new set of guidelines and boundaries. Though services and
meetings are suspended, churches remain open for private prayer.
The Bishop of Reading has recently asked us to consider not just
what we do (handwashing and the like,) but also how we are, and to
examine our attitudes. I found her suggestions a welcome
alternative to the frantic and the flapping. Bishop Olivia asks us to

•
•
•

be Calm: buying all the loo roll or hand gel just because we can,
might mean that others go without.
be Caring: those who are stuck in or shut in need to know that
we care about them. Phone calls, messages, letters, cards, food
left on the doorstep are all signs that we care.
be Considerate: this is the first pandemic to seriously affect the
UK for a century. So it is a social test way beyond the normal.
Let’s look out for one another, and act collectively to prevent the
spread. It isn’t just about me and my family, it’s about my
neighbours too.

The model for all our care and compassion is Christ, whose
resurrection at Easter shows that God's love is more powerful than
death, and whose faithfulness encourages our own prayers. So, in
the crisis, let’s be the ones who live hopefully, love generously and
pray earnestly – and let’s bless each other by the way we behave.
Canon Kevin Davies

Food Banks and the Coronavirus

Please remember people in this area who are facing real hardship
due to sudden loss of employment. Many families already on low
incomes will struggle to provide a main meal for children now that
schools have closed. You can find collection boxes for the Food Bank
in the church porch at Ipsden and inside the church at North Stoke.
Tinned meat, fish, soup, baked beans, ready-meals, and tinned fruit
and vegetables are always needed. Also breakfast cereal, jam/
Marmite and toiletries of all kinds, as well as baby milk, baby food
and nappies. Thank you for your generosity in difficult times.
Heather Llewellyn
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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West End Works—We’re Finally There!

The works to install a new fully accessible toilet, and other
alterations at the west end of the church of St Mary’s Ipsden,
reached practical completion on schedule and ready for the service
of blessing on 8 March, reported elsewhere in this edition. This is a
significant and long-awaited improvement to church facilities and
the hospitality that it offers.
We are very grateful to JBKS Architects for the design and
administration of the work, to Andy Stone and his team for the
smooth progress of the works and for making it possible to
continue services for the duration, to F.H.Browne and Sons, organ
builders, for the protection of the organ, and to White’s of
Appleton, bell-hangers, for the necessary rerouting of the bell
ropes.
We also wish to thank the Friends of St Mary’s Ipsden for their
major contributions, financial and in many other ways, to this
project at all stages of its development.
Other substantial financial contributions were received from the
Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust, Allchurches Trust, Ipsden
Parish Council, the Co-op at Woodcote and private individuals.
Gary Magill

An Update on Church APMs and APCMs

Annual meetings for the churches in North Stoke and Ipsden would
normally take place in April to comply with legal requirements. Each
Annual Parish Meeting (APM) is a short meeting for those on the
civic electoral roll to elect two churchwardens for each church. The
APMs are almost always followed immediately by Annual Parochial
Church Meetings (APCMs), which are open to all those on the
relevant parish electoral roll to receive a report reviewing the year’s
activities and to elect members of the Parochial Church Council
(PCC). Please note that these meetings have been postponed from
April in line with amended Church Representation Rules, which now
state that the meetings must take place by the end of October
2020. All representatives and officers have their roles extended
until both meetings take place, in accordance with this. Statutory
notices about these meetings and the annual update of the electoral
rolls are and will be posted on church notice boards as laid out in
Church Representation Rules.
Peter Bennett
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Langtree Team Churches 7-11 Holiday Club
Please note that with regret we have to cancel this year’s Langtree
Team Churches 7-11 Holiday Club which was due to take place on
Thursday 28 and Friday 29 May. If you have any queries please
contact me on 01491 681483.
Janet Casson

“Women with Wings”
Following our very successful and insightful Author's Talk in April
last year, we are delighted to welcome Caroline Milner back to
Ipsden Village Hall on Friday 12 June for "Women with Wings", her
second Author's Talk, to launch her second book. After the talk
there will be time for Q&A. The event starts at 7.30pm. Tickets will
be £8 and will include a glass of fizz and canapes. Tickets we be
available from me, dilys.beaumont@gmail.com and Gill
Munoz, gill.munoz@talk21.com
Dilys Beaumont

OHCT Ride and Stride 12 September

Thank You Stuart! Thank You Christine!
Stuart Soames will soon be stepping down after more than 10 years
as Chairman of the North Stoke Village Hall Committee. We all
recognise the significant improvements to the Village Hall on his
watch. Thank you Stuart, for all that you have done!
Also we should thank Christine Sandall, who has organised the
combined Ipsden and North Stoke quiz team that participates in the
South Oxon Village Quiz League for the last 6 years and has decided
to hand over at the end of the season in May. This team is always
looking for new players - and of course now needs a new organiser.

North Stoke Village Quiz: Open to Ipsden Residents Too!
We have always struggled to get Ipsden residents involved but it
would be great to have another push on that. Ipsden residents (and
those of N Stoke) - please save the day: Friday, 25 September.
Graham Stretch

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Ipsden Coffee Mornings
The Ipsden Village monthly
Coffee Mornings, which until
now have taken place in the
Village Hall from 10am until
11.30am on the second
Wednesday of every month,
are an outreach by St Mary’s
church to all the residents
(past and present) of Ipsden.
The Bring and Buy table is
simply a bit of added interest
(and maybe a chance to buy a
home-made cake!). It was
always the intention that it
should be a different person/
charity doing it each month
but somehow volunteers have
been a little thin on the
ground!

weekends a year) – all charities I
am or have been involved with.
Fiona Hayward ran one for
Parkinson’s Disease Research.
Usually the takings are
around £50 a month.

So far, charities that have
benefitted have been Hands
Around the World, the Calais
Refugee Kitchen, Three
Special Children and A Band
of Brothers (who rent our
village hall for several

Back to the Coffee Mornings – if
you would like a lift, or if you
know of someone who would,
please give me a ring on 07894
994047, or Clare Davis on
680218. We look forward to
seeing you.
Jill Yates

As well as the cash, it is also a
useful occasion to spread the
word of good work being done
behind the scenes and out of
most people’s sight.
If anyone would be interested in
running the table one month
(please do!), could you give me a
ring (07894 994047)? Upcoming
dates – 8 April, 13 May and 10
June.

The Coffee Morning on 11 March, attended by some 20 people from
the village and beyond, was in support of “Hands Around the
World”, with a Bring and Buy table organised by Jill Yates.

Coffee Morning Wednesday 8 April
Please note that regrettably the coffee morning on Wednesday 8
April is cancelled. We will review future dates so please watch out
for updated information.
Clare Davis

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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In Case You Were
Wondering
An A4074 Update
from IPC
Villagers will have seen the
new white gates and extra
solar warning sign that
Oxfordshire County Council
(OCC) have installed on the
Ipsden stretch of the A4074.
Ipsden Parish Council (IPC)
has no jurisdiction or powers
on A road matters, but have
been lobbying OCC on
villagers behalf for many
years to improve the
dangerous conditions at the
two junctions. The minutes
detailing these efforts, and
showing the results, have
been continuously published
for comments over this
period, but for those who have
not read the minutes over the
years, the situation is
summarized below.
The obvious requests were to
have a speed restriction,
double white lines to prevent
overtaking, and warning
signs. That is what IPC
fought for, but after many site
meetings and much
correspondence, OCC were
unable to offer a speed
restriction and Thames Valley
Police vetoed double white
lines.
OCC did however offer white
gates with “Please drive
carefully” and a further vehicle
activated speed warning sign.
The proviso was that IPC had
to raise funds to pay for the
£9,900 (approx) that these
installations would cost
because Government cuts
meant that OCC did not have
the funds.

ipsden.window@gmail.com

IPC therefore commenced
applications for grant funding.
After four years, grants from
SODC, OCC, our district
councillor, and £2,781 from our
own reserves over the period,
the money was raised. Thanks
to all parties for their valuable
help in this process, but special
thanks are due to our County
Councillor, Mark Gray, for his
contributions and efforts, and
to our Parish Council Clerk,
Amanda McCrea, for her
endless efforts and for
tolerating the system’s
obfuscation.
A small final twist occurred with
the signs on the southbound
gates. They are actually in
Crowmarsh Parish! The border
with Ipsden Parish does not
start until the Church Lane turn
which is obviously too late to
place a warning. OCC was
therefore obliged to sign as
“Rural Community”. Not ideal,
but better than nothing. Rules
are rules! Happily, the
northbound gates are signed
“Ipsden”.
OCC will re-paint the road
“SLOW” signs and white lines
shortly to finalise the job. The
red centre strips are also due
for renewal, but there is no
date for that yet.
Continued on page 9
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What IPC and the village wanted
is not exactly what was possible,
but hopefully there will be an
improvement to all of our nerves
in using these unpleasantly
dangerous junctions. IPC will
continue to seek further
improvements from OCC over
the years.
John Jeffrey
Ipsden Parish Council

Citizens’ Advice Update
From Wednesday 18 March, we will no longer be
offering face-to-face appointments to try to reduce
the spread of Coronavirus. Previously booked
appointments will be changed to a telephone
appointment. You will still be able to talk to our
advisers by telephone. Advice line: 0300 330
9042. Line is open Monday to Friday 0900 to 1700
Darius Halpern

Citizens’ Advice
Campaigns
People often see Citizens’
Advice as a “quick fix”
centre, rather like the
garage that changes your
car tyres – you pop into our
office or ring Adviceline or
you check the facts on our
comprehensive website.
But there’s more to Citizens’
Advice than quick fixes.
“Research and
Campaigns” (R and C) is a
part of Citizens’ Advice with
a different task, a long-term
one that demands much
effort and patience. It has
the job of collecting
evidence on emerging social
problems and then directly
petitioning the people or
organizations - including
ministers, local MPs and
government departments that have the power to solve
or alleviate them.
ipsden.window@gmail.com

R&C has also submitted a “supercomplaint” on the Loyalty Penalty,
whereby long-standing customers
in some services often end up
paying more than new customers
for the same service. Noting the
rise in demand for food vouchers,
R and C highlighted the issue of
pressure on household budgets
because of slow payment
schedules for Universal Credit. R
and C also issues occasional
publications such as “Putting the
house in order”, which described
failings in the housing market.
Would you like to become one of
these dedicated and hard-working
volunteers, or work for us in a
different role? Visit www.caox.org
for further details. For more
general help see our website
www.citizensadvice.org.uk, or
please call the Adviceline on 0300
3309 042 or come and see us in
person.
Darius Halpern
9
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Wallingford U3A
From Hot Air Balloons
to Wheelpower!
George Verdon, our March speaker, one of our own members, went
to New Mexico to what has to be one of the most extraordinary
festivals on Earth: the Hot Air Balloon World Championships. His
lecture began with a swift illustrated history of Hot Air balloons from
Pierre Blanchard in 1785 to Richard Branson in 1987. He then
transported us to Albuquerque in October 2019. These amazing
Championships are held in Albuquerque because of the “Flying Box”.
Apparently, there, the wind reliably blows from North to South at
between 500 and 800 feet from dawn till noon, and then reverses to
blow South to North at between 100 and 1500 feet from noon till
dusk, so these huge wind-driven, graceful, beautiful and expensive
machines can finish a day’s race at their starting gate. There is a
competition for “Shapes”: cathedrals, ocean liners, birds; surreal,
difficult to inflate and to fly; and a “Distance” competition, where
the record is 2000 miles. The trophy for this is presented the
following year. The stadium is purpose built for up to 15000 people
who enjoy food, pipe bands, chaos and expertise, and the show
ground has room for 1000 fully inflated balloons. Only in America!
George’s photographs of this kaleidoscope were breath-taking, the
colours unbelievable, the balloons majestic. His audience wanted a
repeat there and then, but there wasn’t time.
Our Meetings are held at 2.00pm on the first Wednesday of each
month at Crowmarsh Village Hall. Visitors are always made
welcome. Coming Up: 1 April: Leah Lewis: Wheelpower --Transforming Lives Through Sport. 6 May: Chris Trelawny: The
Trinity House Story. In addition, on 23 April we go to Pitzhanger
Manor in Ealing, designed, built and lived in by Sir John Soane. In
May we go to Wisley. For information about outings, please phone
Hermione on 01865 858 024. And there are still one or two tickets
available for “Two into One” at Sonning Theatre on Saturday, 27
June. We are going to the Lake District for a short break in
September. These holidays are great for singles and couples: good
company, interesting outings and events, good value. For
information on who we are and what we do please visit our website:
u3asites.org.uk/Wallingford or, for a human voice, phone Jill on
01491 835994.
Dierdre Wilson

Important Note!
In common with many
organisers, U3A has currently put
on hold all future events except
that scheduled for November.
Please watch out for further
announcements from U3A.
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Summer’s Coming … and so is Ipsden Music!!!

The Return of
Ipsden Rocks!

Music at
the Barn

Saturday 20 June, gates
will open 6.30pm. Live
music - jazz, swing, rock
n' roll. Large picnic area,
free parking. £7 per
person, U/16s free.
Please save the date!

Save the Day! More details to
follow. From early evening on
Saturday 4 July at Ipsden Farm
Barn OX10 6AJ.
Live music - C&W, Rock n' roll
from local bands. Licensed bar
and food. Free parking.

Bring a picnic, a bottle, a
table and chairs, your
friends and family.
Please, no barbecues.
Dilys Beaumont

Prices and more information to
follow but please save the date.
Hamish Cassels

Braziers Park
May Fayre Open Day
Sunday 3 May
Once again Braziers Park opens
its doors for their annual open
day. There will be live music
throughout the day, stalls,
children’s activities, BBQ, bar,
tearoom, and house and garden
tours. Car parking £5 per car.
We are happy to hear from
stallholders, especially those
selling handmade and low-impact
items, and for any musicians and
entertainers who would like to
perform on the day. If you are
interested in volunteering for the
day, please get in touch and, in

return, lunch and refreshments
will be provided. If you would
like to perform, volunteer or
hold a stall please email admin@braziers.org.uk. For
more detail on the day’s
events, and how to book,
please see Braziers Park website.

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Ipsden Village
Lottery Winners

Used Postage Stamps
Please don’t forget: we are still
collecting for the charity “Dogs
for the Disabled”. Please bring
your old postage stamps to
Shirley at Ipsden Village Store.
Shirley Small

22 Feb

Trefor Llewellyn

29 Feb

Gillian Kelley

7 Mar

Gary Magill

14 Mar

David Baker

21 Mar

Andrew Holmes

North Stoke Village Hall
Provisional Upcoming Events
Tuesday 5 May

VE Day 75th Anniversary Coffee morning

Sunday 21 June

Open Gardens

Friday 25 September

Quiz night: open to all residents of North
Stoke and Ipsden
Graham Stretch

April Diary Dates Update:
1 April

U3A Wallingford

CANCELLED

5 April

St Mary’s Ipsden APM/APCM

POSTPONED

8 April

Ipsden April Coffee Morning

CANCELLED

19 April

St Mary’s N Stoke APM/APCM POSTPONED

Editor’s Footnote

As I put the finishing touches together on this April edition, and
whilst we can report upon and give thanks for the past, I note that
much of the content relates to a future that is far from certain, and
for which we need to pray. At the time of writing, I believe the
information on future events is as supplied by contributors but is
likely to change significantly. For example, you will see the notice
on page 2 regarding the suspension of church services; U3A
meetings are on hold; the Concerts at Cholsey event on 23 May has
been cancelled. Do please watch out for announcements from the
respective organisers as I believe that further postponements and
cancellations are highly likely in the coming days and certainly
before our May edition is available. As you can imagine, changes
have been coming thick and fast; I hope I am up-to-date with them.
Peter Bennett
Note: Copy deadline for the May edition is 20 April
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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