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A Farmer Writes …..
At last the long winter is retreating and everything on the farm is
waking up, particularly the arable farmer who has been sheltering
in his office or workshop pretending to be doing something useful.
Most winters he would be skiing, shooting, playing sport or away
somewhere warm recharging the batteries, before the mad rush of
fertilising, planting and harvesting ends in late autumn. Not this
year, of course, but given that farming in general has not been too
badly affected by Covid there is no need to waste any sympathy.
In fact, in the early days of Lockdown I greatly enjoyed meeting
plenty of slightly bewildered people, fresh off the Reading bus, who
were walking the footpaths for the first time ever and really
enjoying themselves.
The spring malting barley has been planted and all the crops
around Ipsden have now received their first small dose of nitrogen
and sulphur, with further feeds to come as the rate of growth
increases with warmth and day length. I am old enough to
remember when we never had to apply sulphur because there was
always enough put into the atmosphere by cars and power stations
to supply the crops needs. Now we all apply around 30Kg per
hectare which, given that the farmed area of the UK is around 17
million hectares, shows just how much pollution has been cleaned
up in the last 25 years, particularly as most of it used to go straight
to Scandinavia.
This year for the first time in a long while, peas are being grown at
Woodhouse and Poors Farms. They are a high protein nitrogen
fixing crop but can be very temperamental to both harvest and
grow. They demand cool temperatures during
flowering without too much rain but plenty of
rain after flowering. At harvest, when peas
are ready to be combined, they will fall
straight to the ground, just as we pull into the
field with the combine. Ten minutes before
that they would have been two foot tall! We
are growing them for the animal feed market but, if the quality is
really good, they might go to North Africa for human consumption,
where they are deep fried and eaten as a snack. Otherwise, they
will be sold at a discount to imported soya (they just do not have
the same protein quality), but given that soya is at an all-time
high, the hope is that this will be their year.
Now I must get outside to do some of the many jobs that we have
which, after the last few months, is wonderful and exciting.
Guy Hildred
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Spring Is Springing!
Walking in Ipsden Parish in early March of this year I couldn’t help
but come across signs that Spring was nearly upon us (the official
first day of Spring being 21 March), such as in Mongwell Woods,
where leaves on an isolated small gathering of bluebells were
shooting up, plus a garden bed in Crabtree Corner, a mass of spring
flowers and white blossom on the hedges on Berins Hill and Braziers
Lane, whilst at Newtown there was “a host of golden daffodils” in the
roadside verge and by the adjacent nursery a budding magnolia.
One surprise was seeing a herd of cows in a field at Homer basking
in the afternoon sun. Another sign that Spring was truly
approaching was a tractor mower giving the outfield at Ipsden
cricket ground its first cut that sparked eager anticipation of
watching sun-filled matches in the season ahead. The cricket
ground wasn’t the only grass being cut, as I spotted someone
cutting the garden lawn, and not the first cut at that. There will be
many more lawn cuts to come. The slightly warmer and drier
weather has also brought agricultural activity to life with rolling
spring barley being one (drilling, I was told, being on the previous
day). As for the sheep, they were preparing for another Spring
activity!
David Coldwell
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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A Dog’s Life? Sounds Pawfect!
Who doesn’t love a puppy? And I spend my days surrounded by
them. It’s a dream! Some days between toilet-training my
daughter as well as 2-3 puppies, I wouldn’t be surprised if I
popped the child in the garden and the puppy over the toilet!
It is fascinating watching the puppies communicating with the
adult dogs and how the adult dogs respond and adapt to the
pups, especially when you have a very lively boxer playing with
a tiny Jack Russell pup.

The day begins with everyone arriving/collecting as the parents
have left for work for the
day. We have 2-3 hours
playing in tag teams, we
then go for a walk. Walking
one puppy is easy but three
puppies zig-zagging here and
there can be rather awkward.
So it is a treat to walk the
adult dogs, who learn to walk
to heel, as when walking
several dogs you simply can’t
be pulled for 40 minutes.
Perhaps I should invest in a
trap?
Once home it is time for the
puppies’ lunches with treats
all round. The afternoon is a
lot calmer and everyone has
a little nap followed by taking
it in turns to play in small
teams before it’s home-time
and all goes quiet. The
family dogs and the boarding
dogs all rest for a peaceful
evening.
I feel pressure some days as I know I have a big responsibility
with people’s much loved living beings, but I simply treat them
just like my own family with their individual characters and
needs. Every day they make me smile.
Jade Bolton
Editor’s footnote: you can contact Jade for any home boarding,
dog day-care or pet services, tel: 07799 055 977.
pawfecthomefromhome@gmail.com You can also follow her on
Facebook.

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Did you know? …..
…. That once there were dinosaurs in Ipsden!

A palaeoart reconstruction Megalosaurus Bucklandii, the first
dinosaur ever to be described by scientists. © Oxford University
Museum of Natural History. Artwork by Julius T. Csotonyi.

About 170 million years ago, sediments of Jurassic age were
deposited around here when the location of Ipsden was near the
current North coast of Africa. Today they lie approximately 350m
below the surface. As we all know, the Jurassic was a great time to
be a dinosaur and those beasts, large and small, would certainly
have been here in the shallow seas and coastal areas which
prevailed at that time.
But …. did you know that the Jurassic is also notable for something
else? There is one layer in the Jurassic, approximately 100m thick,
which is so rich in organic material that it sourced the majority of
the oil found in the North Sea. To date about 46 billion barrels (a
barrel is 36 gallons and a billion is 1,000 million) have been
produced from the UK side and about 76 billion barrels from
Norwegian waters.
So, from the 60’s to the 90’s
the UK benefitted from huge
tax revenues and, equally
important, energy
independence because of this
extraordinary layer of rock
and the oil it has given us.
Lucky us. Its name…? ‘The
Kimmeridge Clay’, first
recognised at Kimmeridge.
Robert Booth

Kimmeridge Bay in Dorset

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Ipsden Memorial Hall Energy Audit
In October 2020, the Hall
received a grant from the Low
Carbon Hub to undertake an
Energy Audit. While some of the
conclusions could have been
anticipated, the Audit is required
if we are going to seek grants
towards the cost of improving the
Hall. The Audit was undertaken
by Environmental Information
Exchange, part of Oxford Brookes
University, and looks at ways to
be more energy efficient and save
money by reducing electricity bills.
The first recommendation is to
insulate the roof space above the
hall, kitchen and committee room,
as about 30% of energy is lost in
this way.

The Great Ipsden Taste-off,
held in November 2019

The second recommendation is to insulate the walls of the main hall
as about 20% of energy loss is through these walls. The simplest
way to do this is to either use Internal Wall Insulation boards or
build a stud partition wall inside the existing walls, with insulation
inside and finished either with plasterboard and plaster or tongue
and grove panelling. This would reduce the size of the hall by about
2.5” or 6cm on each side, although the stud partition wall would
reduce it slightly more.
Further recommendations included insulating the floor, which can
cause up to 15% of energy loss; Air Source Heat Pump as an
alternative to the current heaters; lighting improvements using LED
lights; and solar panels.
At this stage, the Village
Hall Committee is planning
to seek quotations and
grants for the first and
second recommendations
(insulating roof and walls).
We would welcome any
comments and questions
and the Audit report is
available request. Please
contact any member of the
committee, or email

ipsdenvillagehall@btinternet.com

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Life at Early Days
This first half of Spring term has seen a big change. We started off
with Chinese New Year back in February, making lanterns and red
dragons, decorated with sparkles (which meant everything got
decorated with sparkles!), the beginning of Lent (pancakes went
down a storm) and the changing of the weather. We had a storytelling week, with World Book Day, where the children came to school
dressed up in their favourite book characters.
We also had bird watching
week, spotting the friendly
robin who likes to visit the
nursery and then going out for
walks into the woods and
footpaths looking for birds
further afield.
The children have enjoyed
being outside in all weathers
but have loved the milder days
and longer walks, in particular
making dens in the woods,
seeing what they can spy
through the binoculars and
spotting flowers that are
beginning to grow through.
They have been planting seeds
at school to watch grow as well
as packing into their day songs,
crafts and play time in sand,
foam, water, and soil!
This week was party week, as one of the teachers had a birthday, so
dressing up, party hats, balloons, pass the parcel, and cake was
enjoyed by all the children and staff alike - and just so all the
children got to join in we did it twice! Happy birthday Louise!
Liz Yates

Welcome Corner
During last summer the late Jill Yates had the idea to say a big hello
from the villages to all new residents, or those who’ve been here a
while, who, because there have been no village events since lockdown began last March, have not had the chance to meet. Normally
our villages are very friendly with lots to be involved in but, with not
much happening, Jill felt people should have the opportunity to introduce themselves. If anyone new or new-ish to Mongewell, North
Stoke or Ipsden would like to send a short introduction, including
contact information if you wish, please email details to
ipsden.window@gmail.com
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Mothering Sunday Service
If I’m not mistaken, last year’s Mothering Sunday
service was our first church service to be cancelled
at the start of the pandemic. The next day the
government announced the first lockdown. The
Reverend John Blair, just a few weeks into his
post as our Vicar, was faced with the challenge of
continuing acts of worship in new and difficult
circumstances; it was a challenge which, as
testified by many and duly noted in last month’s
The Window, he has taken on with remarkable
enthusiasm and success.
So it was, on 14 March 2021, we found ourselves seated virtually at
our Mothering Sunday service via Zoom, expertly put together by the
Rev’d John Blair, handling the occasional technical glitches calmly, as
always. We started with the hymn “Hark My Soul” before John
introduced the day as a celebration that God created us out of love.
This may not be the “inclusive” language we expect these days. Not
everyone will have had experiences of either motherhood or
childhood which were entirely positive, so we need to recognise that
today may be a difficult time for some. But we can still express our
happiness that we are each, first and foremost, children of God.
We listened to the quiet but so clear tones of David Suchet reading
part of Psalm 24 before the hymn “God of Love and God of Many”.
We listened to readings delivered by Marigold, Graham and Liz: from
Samuel, Paul’s Letter to the Colossians and Luke. Rev’d John
interpreted these readings:
Today we are giving thanks for those who mother us, for those who
have given themselves to, and for, us. This is a day when we
celebrate all who provide motherly care. Loving and caring is a
sacrifice of self-giving. Mary understood that pain. At the death of
her Son, she bore in her body the pain of the cross. She will have
felt a mixture of all the emotions a mother can feel. But Mary also
understood the joy of motherhood. She watched her child grow to
be a wonderful man.
We sang hymns “Through All the Changing Scenes of Life” and
“Morning Glory, Starlit Day” and listened to “Best of All is God is with
Us”. Prayers were offered by David and Gillian, we heard Taizé’s
choral setting of the Lord’s Prayer and listened to “Put Peace into
Each Other’s Hand”, before John gave God’s blessings to us all.
Of course, we missed the flower decorations and the posies in what
many say is one of their favourite church services, but its online
replacement was still special. Let us hope that, for Mothering
Sunday next year, we will be able to walk through the churchyard in
bright Spring sunlight to the church itself and share the day more
traditionally.
Peter Bennett
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Art is Back on the Agenda
The lifting of lockdown will signal the return of
Oxfordshire Artweeks in the Wallingford area as
venues open to the public once again in May. The
feast of creativity takes place 15-23 May and
includes work by painters, photographers,
performers, sculptors, ceramicists, upholsterers,
textile artists and jewellery makers. Over 60 artists will be
showcasing their work at a range of venues from large public
spaces to intimate studio environments. Entry to all venues is free
and they offer you the opportunity to enjoy and buy unique art and
craft in a Covid secure environment.
In Wallingford town centre, you can discover the work of 11 artists
in Ayres House Studios – a former Rectory turned into a multidisciplinary artists’ studios. Then head to nearby Brightwell-cumSotwell Village Hall where the artists invite you to enjoy their
displays of diverse colour and design.
Art radiates out from there, with
venues in Shillingford, Dorchester
and the Wittenhams. You can
meet a further 15 artists in
Chalgrove and Ewelme. Stop off
at Denny Webb’s studio in Ipsden
(pictured left), to see her new
body of work ‘Bringing the
Outdoors Inside’, inspired by her
response to the pandemic and her
love of the local landscape and its
inhabitants. Other venues taking
part include South Stoke, Little
Stoke, Kidmore End and Henley.
More information, including maps showing all of the events, can be
found on the ‘Wallingford Area Artweeks’ Facebook and Instagram
pages or look out for signs and posters in the local area. You can
also find information at www.artweeks.org, find art in the rest of
the County and online, and you contact Denny Webb via her
website www.dennywebb.com

Food Banks Need Us More Than Ever Before!
Please remember those who rely on food banks at this difficult
time. Many in our communities have been adversely affected by
loss of income and the risk of unemployment. Families, the elderly
and disabled also turn to food banks for support. You can contact
me to donate food or ask questions on telephone 01491 680718 or
by email at heatherll2410@hotmail.com. Many thanks for your
help.
Heather Llewellyn
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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View from the Vicarage
Easter and The Phoenix

(Who need Chickens and Bunnies when you have got this?)
The Greek Phoenix is commonly traced
back to the Egyptian deity Bennu who was
said to have lived on top of stones and
obelisks and was worshiped as a living
symbol of the god Osiris.
The story of the Phoenix is famous for the
many elements it is said to concern – life
and death, creation and destruction. Even
time itself is tied with the tale of the
Phoenix.
The Phoenix was known to be a majestic
bird-like creature that lived in Paradise
where it lived a good life. According to the
Talmud, the Phoenix was the only animal
Bennu
who refused to eat the forbidden fruit from
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Because of its obedience, God not only allowed it to stay in the
Garden of Eden but also gave it immortality. It was a land of
unimaginable perfection and beauty and was said to exist
somewhere beyond the brilliance of the sun. However, in time, the
bird began to feel the effects of its age, and after 1,000 years had
passed, it was ready to move on.
First, the Phoenix flew west into the mortal world, necessary because
only by entering our world could the creature be reborn. It flew west
until it reached the spice groves that grew in Arabia. It stopped there
to collect only the finest herbs and spices (especially cinnamon)
before continuing its journey to Phoenicia (which was likely named
after the creature).
In the still of the night, just before sunrise, the magnificent creature
built its nest (a cremation egg to hold its predecessor’s remains). As
you stop to watch, it carefully puts each spice, clove, and branch
that lay before it in place with meticulous detail. As you stand and
watch, you are struck by the tiredness of the creature that is clearly
evident – though in no way takes away from its beauty. The sun
begins to rise, and the bird stretches. Its feathers are a beautiful hue
of gold and red tinged with purple – the Phoenix. It cranes its head
back as it sings a haunting melody that stops the sun itself in the
sky.
You hear it sing one of the most beautiful and haunting melodies
known to man – so perfect that even the sun god must pause and
listen to the sweet notes. When the Phoenix finishes its farewell
song, the sun god readies his chariots and continues his journey
Continued on page 10
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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View from the Vicarage (continued)
across the sky. This causes a spark to fall from the sky and ignite
the nest of herbs and the Phoenix in flames. All that was left was a
tiny worm. But do not worry - in three days, the Phoenix will rise
from the ashes – born again. It will carry the remaining ashes of its
parent to the great Heliopolis and then return to Paradise until its
cycle comes to an end.
Although reference to the phoenix bird (also known as the firebird)
does not show up by name in the King James Bible translation, it
does show up in a Jewish translation of the Old Testament and in the
more modern NRSV Bible. It also shows up in the Septuagint (a
Greek version of the Old Testament dated to the third century B.C.),
Vulgate (Latin version of Scripture compiled by Jerome in the fourth
century), and some Bible commentaries. See Job 29:18
“Then I said, I shall die in my nest, and I shall multiply my days as
the phoenix” (NRSV).
Clement of Rome, who died around 100 A.D, one of the "Fathers" of
the early Church, was possibly the first person to use the phoenix to
teach Christian doctrines. He uses it, in his first Epistle to the
Corinthians, as a symbol of Jesus' resurrection from the dead - he
was probably addressing disruptions in the Corinthian church just as
St Paul had to! Clement was the first non-pagan writer to find new
meaning in the myth of the phoenix. In his retelling of it, he
specified that the bird’s nest was “of frankincense and myrrh and
other spices”, possibly as a conscious effort to link the myth to
Christ’s birth – who knows!
And around the sixth century, an anonymous Coptic preacher wrote a
sermon in which he claimed that the Phoenix had first been seen at
the time of Cain and Abel, and that it was last seen just after Jesus’
birth, “which now indicates to us the resurrection.” Little by little,
Christian writers began to read more into the various references to
the strange creature. They noted its uniqueness (“the only one of its
kind”) and began to interpret the Phoenix of pagan myth, not only as
a Christian symbol of virgin birth, renovation and resurrection, but as
a type or allegory of Jesus Christ Himself.
Now, while all this may have appealed to prospective pagan converts,
it is at odds with the divinely inspired Scriptures that Christendom
claims as its own. The apostle Paul pointed out to a group of
listeners in Athens that we should not think of God in terms of “an
image formed by the art and imagination of man”. It can be argued
that though St Paul was talking about carved idols, the principle must
apply to viewing Christ’s death and resurrection through the
characters and story line of a pagan myth. The warning is that the
widespread rewriting of “the Christ story” in pagan terminology, is a
practice known as syncretism!
Continued on page 11

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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View from the Vicarage (continued)
Phoenix
Are you willing to be sponged out, erased,
cancelled,
made nothing?
Are you willing to be made nothing?
dipped into oblivion?
If not, you will never really change.
The phoenix renews her youth
only when she is burnt, burnt alive, burnt down
to hot and flocculent ash.
Then the small stirring of a new small bub in the
nest
with strands of down like floating ash
shows that she is renewing her youth like the eagle,
immortal bird.
D. H. Lawrence (1885–1930)
Jesus was faced with the traditional Jewish
understanding of the promise of salvation being
rooted in physical lineage from Abraham. He was
moved to correct this, if you remember, in a
conversation with Nicodemus when he insisted that
every person must have two births —a natural birth
of the physical body and another, spiritual re-birth.
This discourse with Nicodemus established the
Christian belief that all human beings (whether Jew
or Gentile) must be "born again" of the spiritual
seed of Christ. This means a regeneration of the
human spirit from the Holy Spirit, contrasted with
physical birth.
Christians recognise the Resurrection of Jesus as the foremost claim
of Christianity. The Apostle Paul said the Resurrection was of “first
importance” because it established another important truth for you
and me as human beings. The Resurrection of Jesus demonstrated
the power and intention of God to resurrect all of us someday. When
Jesus rose from the dead, he demonstrated not only the power of
God to raise Jesus, but also the power of God to provide all of us with
eternal life:
But now Christ has been raised from the
dead, the first fruits of those who are
asleep. For since by a man came death,
by a man also came the resurrection of
the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also
in Christ all will be made alive.
1 Corinthians 15:20-22
Continued on page 12

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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View from the Vicarage (continued)
Without His death, Jesus would never have risen and hope would
not have returned to his followers, and to us in turn. Christ died to
save us and rose to give us hope.
A Final Thought!
In the Harry Potter novels by J. K. Rowling, Dumbledore's phoenix,
Fawkes, dies right before Harry's eyes and then rises with a new and
beautiful appearance. Harry didn't understand the confusing death
of the bird but realized the beauty in its resurrection. Later in the
novel, right when Harry feels most alone and completely without
hope, Fawkes comes into the darkness, lands quietly beside him,
and begins to cry at seeing Harry's and Ginny's wounds.
As the tears land on Harry's poisoned arm, the wound closes and
Harry finds new strength to save his friends and get back up to
school.
Just as Fawkes' sadness and tears healed Harry's physical wound
and even his melancholy (restoring his hope), Christ's sadness and
compassion for our trials bring great mercy for us. His unending
love for us, and his death on the cross allowed mass forgiveness to
come into the world and heal all of us. Can you see how Jesus
suffers with us whenever we suffer? How he cries for us even when
we simply scrape our knees, and
even more when our hearts are in
unbearable pain? If it matters to
us - hurts us - it matters to Christ.
When we feel as if we are the most
alone, that is when Christ is closest
to us, weeping at the sight of his
wounded loved one.

Blessings All!

Canon John
Ipsden Village Website
Please remember there is a wealth of information about Ipsden in
the village website, maintained by Ipsden Parish Council, on
www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk. It includes up-to-date information on
church services, parish council news and local support that is
available during the coronavirus situation.

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Holy Week, Easter and April
Church Opening and Services
St Mary’s North Stoke is closed for the time being. There will be no
services at St Mary’s Ipsden but the church will be open for quiet
individual prayer on Sundays from 12pm noon to 4pm and on
Thursdays from 10am to 12pm noon. This allows the required 72
hours between each use of the church building. Please follow
instructions on the notices: sanitise, wear a mask, leave a laminated
slip when you have sat in a pew, leave doors open when you are in
the church and scan your QR code on arrival. The last is optional but
helpful.
Please note that church opening is under constant review in line with
HM Government restrictions and Church of England advice.
Churchwarden David Kelley provides regular updates on St Mary’s
Ipsden; if you would like to receive these and think that you are not
on his list, please send a request to David at dickelley@aol.com
Scheduled Zoom services will continue as usual throughout April
www.zoom.us
Ipsden & North Stoke Sunday Worship Sundays at 10am
Meeting ID: 188 513 761 (Please wait to be admitted)
Ipsden & North Stoke Evening Prayer Wednesdays at 5pm
Meeting ID: 410 935 129 (Please wait to be admitted)
Ipsden & North Stoke COMPLINE Fridays at 8pm
Meeting ID: 726 350 423 (Please wait to be admitted)
Maundy Thursday (1 April): there will be a virtual joint Langtree
Team Communion service at 7.30pm on Zoom Meeting ID 879 0804
7954, passcode 107463
Good Friday (2 April): A three-hour Meditation on Zoom from 12
noon until 3pm. "At the Foot of The Cross", with music and
reflection on Jesus' Seven Words. Meeting ID 811 2461 6031
(Please wait to be admitted). There will be breaks in the worship, so
you are invited to come and go as you feel able, QUIETLY, MUTED
and VIDEO OFF please.
Easter Sunday 4 April): Eucharist on Zoom at the Sunday service at
10am. Meeting ID: 188 513 761 (Please wait to be admitted)

In Lieu of Church Collections
We have no weekly church collections, so if you would like to make a
financial contribution to one of our churches please do so online at
Donations – Langtree Team Ministry (langtreechurches.org). You can
also make online payments to: North Stoke PCC 20-01-09 10726400
and Ipsden PCC 30-99-03 00153548.
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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From the Rectory: Hay Aster!
No, it is not a rare species of garden flower,
but the prospect of Easter once again leaving
out some parts of our celebrations, whether
that be a full house in church, or a full house
at home.
We've made the best of being confined, but
like the disciples in hiding after Jesus' death
for fear his fate would soon be theirs, we
wait cautiously for the next green light on
the relaxometer, eager for liberation. Some of us have caught
Covid; we all have family or friends who have done so. It is taking a
generational economic hit to keep wheels turning which by rights
could have fallen off. Many of us have lost work, business, and
income. Those without access to the internet became further
marginalised. Everyone learnt about home working and home
schooling, sometimes at the same time and at the same table.
We are in awe of the wonders of science; to be able to turn round a
brand new vaccine to a previously unknown virus in little under a
year will possibly be looked back upon in the future as the
beginnings of a revolution as significant as the discovery of penicillin.
Now we are in a queue; first dose, second dose, booster dose,
passport control. We are confident about queuing – it is something
Brits are renowned for. We can begin to look further ahead and
further afield; the queue to John Lewis; the queue at Heathrow.
Hopefully by the time I next go to France they will have sorted out
the queue at Dover.
Time reminds us that it is God's gift; we cling tightly to it, and it slips
away. But we've seen another side to Time this last year; in one
sense it has been the longest year of all our lives, but in another
sense it has flown faster than all those before it. We have seen new
things and learnt new things. About ourselves, and the world which
we share.
Now spring has come round again, and the bulbs I planted in faith in
the autumn are doing their thing. The aim of beautifying the rather
dreadful lawn has only partially succeeded, however, in that some
wild animal has started to dig up the rest of it, so the overall effect is
one of “flower meadow, plus ploughed field”. Patience, Kevin.
There's grass seed in the shed.
A blessed Easter to you all, with profound thanks for your support,
care and good humour.
“Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom.”
Reverend Kevin Davies

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Don’t Despair!
Citizens Advice Can Help You with Debt
When bills start piling up and multiplying, vague fears can turn into
a paralysing panic for people experiencing money troubles. Turn to
Citizens Advice, which has eighty years of experience in pulling
people back from precipices. Your burden might seem overwhelming
and impossible to resolve but in reality there is a lot you can do to
turn things around.
Start by assembling your bills and make an overall list, with relevant
details like dates when payment is due. Sort the bills into priority
debts (rent and mortgage arrears, Council Tax, gas and electricity,
tax and National Insurance – and see https://
www.citizensadvice.org/debt-and-money for a complete list) and
non-priority debts (water rates – your supplier can’t cut you off –
credit card debts, unsecured loans, hire purchases etc). Take the
priority debts first and contact your creditors. Don’t be afraid of this
step. Many companies will be expecting you to get in touch, saying
on the bill itself “We know that paying a bill can be difficult” or
“Affected by Covid-19?” - and providing a telephone number or web
link. Approach them with a constructive attitude, tell them you are
actively tackling your debts, and perhaps ask them to suspend
interest charges while you do so. They also might be amenable to
letting you defer payment or pay smaller amounts over a longer
time period. Ask about any special reductions – for example, the
Warm Home Discount Scheme for electricity supplies (see
www.gov.uk for more information).
If you need to compose a letter or email to a creditor, you don’t
have to start from scratch: you could copy or adapt a template letter
from the Citizens Advice website. One especially useful letter asks
creditors to give you more time.
If your circumstances have changed you might be able to claim
benefits, or extra benefits. Citizens Advice runs a Help to Claim
programme (call 0800 144 8444) and can guide you through all the
stages. The Turn2us website at https://www.turn2us.org.uk will tell
you what benefits you might be able to claim, and has details of
grants available to those on low incomes.
If you have an overdraft, talk to your bank. In the coronavirus age
many banks are making concessions and charging no interest on
overdrafts up to a certain amount. Contact your district council
about a possible Council Tax reduction. And think creatively about
ways of increasing your income. Could you rent out a spare room in
your house, for instance?
Talk to a volunteer at Citizens Advice (call Adviceline free on 0800
278 7907, Monday to Friday 9 am to 5 pm) or through webchat
(“chat with us online about debt”) Monday to Friday 8 am to 7 pm.
Appointments in person are not available at present.
Darius Halpern
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Missed the Census?
Following a recent Oxfordshire Census 2021 meeting, I have been
asked to reassure residents who have been unable to complete the
census online that there is still time to complete the survey, either
online or using the paper form. A letter from The Office for National
Statistics containing a 16-character household access code should
have been received by every household. If the letter has not been
received or has been lost, a new code can be requested online at
https://census.gov.uk or by telephone on 0800 141 2021. You can
also call this number to request a paper form or, if you have questions about completing the census, you can contact advisors on the
same number or via webchat at https://census.gov.uk/contact-us
Moira Holloway
Clerk, Ipsden Parish Council, Tel: 01491 691 388

Ipsden Village
Lottery Winners
27 February

No winner

6 March

Tammy Bast

13 March

No winner

20 March

No winner

27 March

See next edition

Ipsden Village
Lottery Tickets

There are still numbers available
for the Ipsden Lottery, which
helps fund our Village Memorial
Hall. A ticket is £1 per week,
payable in 10-week blocks, with
the winning number worth £25
each week. The winning
number is the Saturday night
bonus ball number in the
National Lottery. If you are
interested in joining, please talk
to Shirley in the shop to arrange
payment and to choose your
number. Good luck!
Clare Davis

Distribution of The Window
We continue to deliver paper copies to homes in Ipsden, Mongewell
and North Stoke. Thanks to Tammy Bast and Heather Llewellyn,
and the team of deliverers, for doing this, and to Dan and Tammy
Bast for funding the costs of printing. The Window is available
online on the Ipsden village website www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk A
notification email is sent out (bcc) to residents when a new edition is
added; if you would like to receive these notifications and do not
already receive them, please send a request email to
ipsden.window@gmail.com A pdf version for A5 booklet printing is
also available upon request. Some paper copies are held in Shirley’s
shop in Ipsden for individual collection.
Note: Copy deadline for the May edition is 21 April please

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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