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Is This Child a Nazi?
No. He is a little boy who has fled his
home, his friends, his family, his toys
and, most of all, his father. His whole
world has collapsed. He is terrified. His
mother doesn’t know where she will go,
how they will be safe again, or whether
they will ever be able to return. They
are heading west, out of Ukraine, and
they need somewhere to stay.
We have helped before. After the last European war, Checkendon
and Stoke Row hosted the Polish Camp, when Poles who fought for
our armed forces and their families were unable to return home,
thanks to a brutal dictatorship in Moscow.
Please, consider whether you might be able to offer sponsorship and
hospitality to a Ukrainian refugee or family. We have pledges in
place for practical help, schooling, translation, English teaching and
money. Offers of accommodation are particularly needed.
If you register interest in offering accommodation or wish to pledge
financial/practical support to a locally hosted refugee family once
they arrive, please get in touch with me directly so that we can
support one another in our efforts to help.
revkevdavies.langtree@yahoo.co.uk
You can register your interest at Homes for Ukraine – Homes for
Ukraine – Local Sponsorship Scheme for Ukraine (campaign.gov.uk).
You can also find out more at Sanctuary Foundation | Supporting
New Arrivals from Ukraine, where there is useful information, and an
informative video. I know that not everyone is able to offer
accommodation, but local offers of practical support and/or financial
help are just as important.
Look again at the photograph. Don’t look away. Look at the
crumpled face and see what war does. Can you help?
Revd Canon Kevin Davies
“Whoever saves one life saves the world entire” — paraphrased from
the “Talmud”, the collected teachings of the Jewish Rabbis
Photo acknowledgement The Times Wednesday 9 March 2022
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Ipsden Birds
Bird Count on Farmland:
On Wednesday 16 February, Gary Magill and I set off for our annual
Big Farmland Bird Count, a week later than last year and although
blowing again, not the bitter East wind it was last year. It was much
milder and even quite sunny first thing, although the clouds and rain
came in at the end of our walk.
I feel very lucky to walk with Gary, he is interesting and so clever at
spotting or hearing birds that I am only guessing at. We saw only
23 species this year compared to the 30 last year. Gary reckons this
is definitely a result of the weather. There is, however, a worrying
trend of fewer farmland finches, linnets, reed bunting and yellow
hammer; none of these were spotted.
Otherwise, the species and
numbers we saw remain pretty
much the same as the last two
years. We did spot over 200
rooks on the Forest Row field,
and more skylarks soaring and
singing, two jackdaws and one
jay. I notice more of the latter
two around and about, together
with magpies. We have two owl
boxes up in the wood opposite
Hailey Compton, the only
habitants so far have been three squirrels!

Susie Williams

Birds To Care For:
Every six years or so, a formal review of Birds of Conservation
Concern takes place nationally in UK. The most recent report,
published last December, places 70 species on the UK red list, an
increase from the 59 of the previous report.

My experience is that 16 of these birds, despite being at risk on a
national scale, are still to be seen, some commonly, in our two
parishes of Ipsden and North Stoke. So we need to try to take
special care of them where we can.

Clockwise
from top left:
Yellow
Wagtail,
Starling,
Greenfinch
and House
Sparrow
Continued on
page 3
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Ipsden Birds (Continued)
The 16 birds are listed below, with a brief summary of the key
reasons for their decline nationally. In some cases, these reasons
are less applicable to our parishes which will help to explain why
we still see them.
Gary Magill
Grey Partridge

Reduction in food (seeds and weeds), increased
predation

Swift

Reduction in suitable nesting places

Lapwing

Habitat loss (they prefer damp meadows) and
ground nesting can clash with agricultural activity

Woodcock

Not fully understood. Probably changes in woodland management

Marsh Tit

Reduction in habitat (mature woodland)

Skylark

Reduction in food (seeds) and change to Autumnsown crops (denser crops not favoured at nesting
time and nesting can clash with harvesting

House Martin

Reduction in food (flying insects) and in suitable
nesting places, problems during Winter migration
to Africa

Starling

Decreased survival rates not fully understood,
presumably food-related

Mistle Thrush

Reduction in chick survival, presumably due to
food shortages

Fieldfare

Red listing relates to UK breeding population (up
North) whereas we see European Winter visitors

Spotted Flycatcher

Decline not fully understood; may be problems
during Winter migration to Africa, maybe climate
change affecting food availability

House Sparrow

Not fully understood

Yellow Wagtail

Habitat loss (damp meadows). Moved into arable
fields (where we see them) where ground nesting
can clash with harvesting

Greenfinch

Disease

Corn Bunting

Reduction in food (seeds and weeds). Ground
nesting in arable fields can clash with harvesting

Yellowhammer

Reduction in Winter food (seeds and weeds)

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Did You Know? …….
One of the things we take for granted is the water in our taps, but
have you ever wondered where it comes from?
In the olden days before water was piped and pumped to most
areas, villages like Ipsden had a real problem with availability of
water especially in years of drought. Some villages were able to rely
on natural ponds, or to dig shallow wells where the water level in the
ground was shallow enough. If there was a nearby spring or river
this was probably the easiest and most reliable source of water.
Springs can occur where percolating water meets an impermeable
layer, such as clay and emerges at the surface again. Local springs
occur at ‘The Springs’ and at Mongewell. The magnitude of the
water availability problem depended on exactly where you where
lived. What about Ipsden?
Well, Ipsden probably had serious problems, like many villages in
the Chilterns because Ipsden doesn’t have any surface water like
rivers or streams, and there are no natural ponds. This is because
we are located on chalk. Chalk is actually very permeable, so any
rain is absorbed rapidly. The water table (where the rocks are
saturated) is actually 26m below the surface! This means that
digging wells was beyond the means of all but the wealthy. Many
farms probably captured water from barns and buildings’ rooves into
shallow tanks. This was certainly the case at Well Place where an
elaborate system of capturing rain from farm buildings is evident.
Of interest is that in addition to storing rainwater, a deep borehole
was sunk to 36m with a water level at about 22m below the surface.
How did the diggers of the well manage to dig the last 14m of the
well, I wonder!
There are a few other boreholes
dotted around Ipsden but were
mostly for private use. The
exception to this is the well at
Church Cottages, just outside the
church, which would have been
for community use. It was dug in
1865 and is 38m deep.

We are all familiar with the Maharajah’s Well at Stoke Row, which
was also a community well dug (by hand of course) to 112m with
about 5m of water in the bottom. This suggests that the water table
at Stoke Row is approximately 100m below the surface. So you can
see that the availability of water can vary over quite short distances
from difficult to no-problem; for example, we could go from Stoke
Row (at about 100m deep) to Ipsden (at about 30m deep) and
North Stoke (at the surface).
Continued on page 5
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Did You Know? (Continued)
Do you recognise the small cabinet photographed in Well Place
Road? It looks like it might be
for telecoms or electricity, but it
is actually a measuring station
by the Department of the
Environment. The cabinet is
located over a deep borehole
which is used to monitor the
depth of the water table
regionally This is important to
manage the volume of water
pumped out as a resource.
Robert Booth

Church Tree Down
The tree was a pine, on the left as
you entered the churchyard at St
Mary’s Ipsden, which came down in
storm Eunice on Friday 18
February. Thankfully it missed the
bench with its two trunks going one
each side!
The pine, which was heavily
covered in old ivy, was cleared by
a work party consisting of David
Kelley, John and Jean Blair and
me; we also had support from a
couple of onlookers, Liz Yates with
daughter Kate!
Andrew Darke

Your Window Needs You!
Please remember that The Window is for you so we are always on
the lookout for articles that will interest people in Ipsden and North
Stoke. Without your help The Window would not exist. We need
articles, say between 100 and 400 words, with supporting
photographs or graphics if possible. In particular, we need news
from North Stoke. You might be surprised: what seems mundane
and everyday to you may be interesting and new to others. Please
send your contributions to ipsden.window@gmail.com.
The Editor
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Ipsden Early Spring Colours!

Ipsden in Early Spring, captured by David Coldwell

Living in the Beautiful Ipsden
Some days I realise …. I’ve got caught up in the busyness of life.

It’s breath-taking moments like this last week that remind me to
stop, breath & take in our village! They sure do help me get though
the rest of day-to-day stresses and just make me smile!
Jade Bolton

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Early Days Round-Up
Across the nursery the children have been thinking about farms as
their focus topic for March. We love animals here and our beautiful
environment really supports this. We are very lucky to be able to go
and visit 'The Sheep' in the village - Liz Yates and Damian Slack
very kindly leave us some food for the children to feed the sheep
with and it is very often the highlight of their day. They grow in
confidence each visit, walking carefully and holding their hands out
flat. They are also working really hard on doing quiet squeals of
excitement! Their faces when the sheep first take food from their
hands are always lovely to see and we're so grateful they have such
a special experience as part of their weekly routine.
After one of
our visits we
returned to
make some
sheep that
now proudly
adorn our
village map in
the
classroom.
We have
enjoyed our
daily walks
around the
village - we
and the children are so appreciative of the warm welcome people in
the village always give them.
We continue to make sure we give the children experiences that
widen their understanding of the community and people around
them, and this month we marked several occasions and festivals.
We made welsh cakes and drew daffodils for St David's Day, baked
soda bread, listened to Celtic music on St. Patrick's Day and
explored colour as part of our learning around Holi. We even made
our own butter this month and were incredibly proud of ourselves.
We have talked lots about “The Three Billy Goats Gruff” this month,
and “A Squash and a Squeeze”: the story of a lady who feels she
has too small a house so adds her cow, goat, pig and hen into the
house. We think this story is one of our favourites - we love it when
the cow dances on the table and the pig raids the larder!
Finally, we have taken advantage of the beautiful weather to help in
the garden. We have planted our potatoes and climbing beans:
those of us who are just learning to form letters have helped label
them beautifully. We have also put some marigolds in the garden
and as we did so, discovered a mysterious-sized door behind the
flowerpots. It looks like it might be big enough for a fairy ... we'll
have to see who moves in!
Rebecca Fern

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Ipsden Coffee Mornings Resume
The Ipsden Village
monthly Coffee
Mornings returned,
after a short
precautionary
break, on 9 March,
the first one of
2022. Pictured here
are some of those
who attended. The
coffee mornings
take place in the
Ipsden Village
Memorial Hall from
10am until 11.30am
on the second
Wednesday of every
month and are an
outreach by St Mary’s church to all the residents (past and present)
of Ipsden.
Those of you who attended previous
coffee mornings before lockdown will
recall that each month, as well as
providing a friendly environment to
socialise and enjoy cakes and a hot
drink, we endeavoured to raise
money for various charities by
setting up sales tables. The tables
return for the Coffee Morning on 13
April and everything on that day will
be in aid of the Red Cross appeal to
support Ukrainian refugees.

There will be a wide range of items from very inexpensive to more
expensive art works. We are interested in as many contributions as
possible, so if you have seedlings or pot plants, Easter decorations,
knitted items, paintings or patchwork, bric-a-brac or anything else
which will raise money, please contact Gillian Kelley, email
gilliankelley@aol.com. 01491 680906. And please also bring a
bulging purse to buy from the choice!
If you would like a lift on 13 April, or if you know of someone who
would, please give Clare Davis a ring (01491 680218), or Gillian
Kelley (01491 680906). We look forward to seeing you.

Clare Davis
Gillian Kelley
Heather Llewellyn

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Concerts@Cholsey!
Magpie Lane gave a splendid start to our 2022 series on 12 March
and expectations are
high for the long-delayed
appearance at the
Cholsey Pavilion of Rag
Mama Rag on Saturday
14 May. Deborah and
Ashley Dow will be on
tour from France to
deliver a toe-tapping
evening of Americanstyle folksy, bluesy
country music featuring
steel and slide guitars,
superb harmonica work and masterful dexterity on washboard and
spoons. I shall bring my washboards to bathe in the radiance!
Requests for tickets began arriving before Christmas and this duo
has a strong UK following, so book as early as you can. Tickets at
just £10 are available from 01491 652295 orconcerts@cholsey.com.
Doors will open at 7.00 for 7.45 pm and our reasonably priced realale bar will be open throughout the evening.
You can read more about Rag Mama Rag’s popularity by checking
https://rag-mama-rag.com/press/
We look forward to the pleasure of your company. For up-to-date
news of Concerts@Cholsey and other local live music, send an email
and ask to be added to our emailing list.
Ian Wheeler

Henley
Rotary Jazz
Night
Henley Rotary
Club is presenting
its 12th Jazz Night,
postponed from
2021, on
Saturday 23 April
2022, at 7pm for
7.30pm, at the
Christchurch
Centre in Henley. The evening will feature the excellent Paul Sykes
Big Band with guests. Entry is £15. Tickets are available from me
via email kenfitt@btinternet.com or by telephone 01491 680813.
Ken Fitt
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Ipsden Churchyard Clearance
Do please come and join us to
help clear and tidy up Ipsden
churchyard. From 10am on
Saturday 9 April. There will be
a free BBQ for anyone willing to
give up some of their spare
time to help!
St Mary’s Ipsden
Churchwardens

Honeybee Home Wanted!!
Do you have a large garden or field and would like to help with
honeybee conservation? Two local bee keepers are looking for a
suitable location for a new apiary (nothing to do with monkeys!) for
20 hives in Ipsden. They run a local bee charity called BBOBI
(Bucks, Berks and Oxon Bee Improvement) which specialises in the
conservation and breeding of our own British Black bee (Apis
Melifera Melifera) and they urgently need a new local breeding site
for their bees.
Ideally the site should be sunny and reasonably sheltered. It should
have good access but away from the general public and not too close
to livestock. There are no obligations to do anything with, or for, the
bees! Rewards are helping conservation of the all important bee
population, and a supply of fantastic honey!
If you are interested and would like to know more pleased contact
Brian Green on 07970 675689 or Duncan Heather 07966 887416.
Or failing that, via me, Robert Booth on 07957 462969.
Robert Booth

Please support the

Pop Up Lunch For Ukraine
Friday 1 April, from 12noon - 2pm at Ipsden Village Hall
Home made soup, bread and cheese, tea or coffee
Suggested donation £5, all proceeds to the Red Cross Ukraine
Appeal
Everyone welcome, please bring your friends!
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Zumba Classes!
Zumba classes are going to start soon in Ipsden village hall. For
those of you that don’t know, Zumba is a fitness program that
involves cardio and Latin inspired dance. In other words, lots of fun
whilst dancing yourself fit. It is suitable for all ages and the
emphasis is definitely on having fun.
The instructor is a lovely lady called Yaz. The classes will be on a
Wednesday evening at 6.30pm and are 45 minutes long. The first
class will be on 25 May. Classes will operate termly, costing £5 per
class if you pay up front for a block of 6 or 7 sessions and £8 per
session if you want to just “pay as you go”.
Please come along and join in the fun. If you haven’t heard of
Zumba, why not give it a try? If you are interested in booking a
place or want to find out more about Zumba please contact Yaz at
zumbayaz@outlook.com or on 07585 700617. The first class is
free, so it would be great to see as many people there as possible,
so please come along on Wednesday 27 April. The more the
merrier!
Fiona Hayward

Wallingford Hospital New Relatives' Room
The Wallingford Hospital League of Friends has funded a new
Relatives’ Room at Wallingford Community Hospital to support
families of patients on St Leonard’s Ward. The hospital now
provides two end-of-life care beds and the Relatives’ Room offers
private and much-needed space for family members to spend time
when they need quiet time or respite. Thanks to the League of
Friends, the Relatives’ Room has been furnished to include a sofa
bed, reclining chair, television and other soft furnishings. Future
plans include upgrading the relatives’ room further, as well as to
transform the hospital’s courtyard into a sensory garden to provide
a pleasant and calming environment.
The League of Friends is a group of volunteers which raises money
to support the hospital and patients. Last year, the group provided
stethoscopes to therapists, they have also agreed to support the
artist in residence programme to keep it going into the next
financial year. A senior member of staff said “The mood of the
whole ward changes when the artists are here, people gather and
take part. It brings pleasure and joy to everyone!”
The League is currently looking for volunteers from various
backgrounds to further their work and is keen to hear from people
with fund raising and marketing experience. If you would like to
find out more about joining the League of Friends, or would like to
make a donation to support upcoming projects, please
visit www.wallingfordleagueoffriends.org or email us at
wchlof@gmail
Karina Wyles
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Denny’s Watercolour Taster

Please do join my watercolour taster morning at Ipsden Village
Memorial Hall on Saturday 23 April, from 10am to 1pm, when we
will be painting expressive bluebell woodlands. These sessions are a
great opportunity for beginners to try their hand at watercolour as
well as for improvers to learn new techniques .... all materials are
provided.
For more information, please check out my website
www.dennywebb.com, or telephone me on 01491 680942, or email
redkites1@gmail.com
Denny Webb

Queen’s Jubilee Beacons
On Thursday 2 June 2022, there will be a
nationwide lighting of beacons at 9.45pm.
The Ipsden Beacon will be in the field
opposite St Mary’s Church, by kind
permission of the Woodhouse Farm
Partnership.
Make a diary note now! More details will
be provided in the next issue of The
Window.
Hamish Cassels
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Ipsden and N Stoke History: Book Launch
Almost two years after posting (June
2020 issue) that the Victoria County
History were displaying draft texts on
the history of Ipsden online for inclusion
in their next publication, “A History of
the County of Oxford, Volume XX, The
South Oxfordshire Chilterns:
Caversham, Goring and Area” has finally
been published.
The launch took place on Friday 18
March in the Great Hall at Shiplake
College, where a small number of those
with Ipsden affiliations were present
amongst several dozen attendees. The
book chronicles the last twelve parishes
of South Oxfordshire left to be covered
by the series and of its weighty 505
pages, almost sixty cover North Stoke
and Ipsden, with further chapters on Crowmarsh and Checkendon
plus Shiplake etc.
Amongst the small number of local illustrations is one of Ipsden
School from 1905 and several more from this series have now been
digitalised on the Oxford History Centre’s website pictureoxon.com
(search for Ipsden, the first results show Stoke Row school with
Ipsden to follow on pages 2 and 3).
Mark Hughesdon

Ipsden Parish Council News
Ipsden Parish Council has been awarded a 100% grant by SODC to
fund relocation of the defibrillator from the side of the village hall into
the telephone kiosk by the village post office. Work will involve
fitting a new case in the kiosk to house the existing defibrillator and
removal of the old case from the side of the village hall. Work on the
relocation will start in the next few weeks.
We are sad to report that our valued Clerk, Moira Holloway, has been
obliged to retire due to the needs of aged relatives. Moira has been
an excellent colleague and has taken good care of the legal and
contractual requirements of your council. We wish her well.
Following advertisements for Moira’s replacement, we received a
number of applications which happily resulted in the appointment of
Jenny Welham, who has a wealth of experience as a Parish Clerk.
Jenny lives in Woodcote and is also Clerk to Woodcote PC. We
welcome her and look forward to working with her.
Ipsden Parish Council
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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In Gethsemane (The Third Morning)
While attempting to clear
my late mother’s house I
found a file containing
some mementoes: odd
photos of children, school
reports, press cuttings
and a few thoughtful
poems. The following
was one of the latter. I
don’t think my mother
wrote it, it is more likely
by a friend of hers.
Perhaps it is fitting for
this time of year.
Andrew Darke
So. Was it worth it? What did I achieve?
Now, in this peaceful garden
bathed in the purity of morning light,
lulled by the scent of blossoms –
here I am born again.
This earth is beautiful –
so achingly beautiful it calms me
with a false sense of peace and love –
but I know
beyond these grassy slopes and graceful trees
there lies a city, groaning, without hope;
a conquered city and an enslaved people.
So, was it worth it? What did I achieve?
I taught them how to love. They scorned the narrow path.
I taught them how to love. They treated me with hate.
I taught them how to love. The cross was my reward.
The moment when I thought
my Father had abandoned me – that was my test of love.
That was a trial far worse than Pilate's trial.
The cross. Ah, yes, the cross.
Then I felt truly human - knew the depths
to which the mind and soul can sink –
the failing body's helplessness – the battle with despair –
cast out, forsaken, worthless and forgotten –
and, above all, the pain. Ah yes, the pain –
the agony of body and the pain of soul.
But there was purpose in it. I had a job to do.
To me alone was given a priceless gift –
to show my Father that His own creation
was worthy of His love. For those who trust my word
will follow my example. To the death
if need be.
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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View from the Vicarage:
There Will Be Resurrection

The Joy of Easter may be almost here, but before that we must
accompany Jesus in his Passion. By the time you read this we will be
in “Passiontide”, the last 2 weeks of Lent when Christians begin to
concentrate their minds and devotions on what Jesus suffered during
his final days before the Crucifixion. Lent has given us the
opportunity to reflect on the 40 days that Jesus survived the
torments he had undergone in the wilderness at the hand of the devil
and his devious wiles to head Jesus off from his God-given mission.

Traditionally the final two weeks of
Lent in the Roman Rite are used as
an immediate preparation for the
sorrowful events of the Easter
drama. It is a period to focus more
and more on the Passion and death
of Jesus and so accompany him on
his way to Calvary. During this time
the Church’s liturgy becomes more
sombre and the mood more
sorrowful. The most obvious
example of a more sombre mood is
the veiling of statues and images crosses are covered in purple.
The Second Sunday in Passiontide is
Palm Sunday, when the Passion
narrative is read, the longest Sunday
Gospel reading of the entire year. The Church beckons us on Palm
Sunday to look toward the cross and see Christ’s immense love for
us, sacrificing himself for our sins. It is a preview of what is to come
on Good Friday. Wednesday during this week is known as “Spy
Wednesday” and signified the day on which Judas betrayed Jesus and
informed the Sanhedrin of his plan.
One cannot help but be moved by the violence, the torment,
the improper representation of facts and the injustice which is
well rehearse in the Good Friday lament from Micah 6:MY
PEOPLE, WHAT HAVE I DONE TO YOU?
HOW HAVE I GRIEVED YOU? ANSWER ME!
Because I led you out of the land of Egypt,
you have prepared a Cross for your Saviour.
Because I led you out through the desert forty years
and fed you with manna and brought you into a land of
plenty,
you have prepared a Cross for your Saviour.
What more should I have done for you and have not done?
Indeed I planted you as my most beautiful chosen vine
and you have turned very bitter for me,
Continued on page 16
ipsden.window@gmail.com

15

www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk

View from the Vicarage (Continued)
MY PEOPLE, WHAT HAVE I DONE TO YOU?
HOW HAVE I GRIEVED YOU? ANSWER ME!
Because I led you out of the land of Egypt,
you have prepared a Cross for your Saviour.
Because I led you out through the desert forty years
and fed you with manna and brought you into a land of
plenty,
you have prepared a Cross for your Saviour.
What more should I have done for you and have not done?
Indeed I planted you as my most beautiful chosen vine
and you have turned very bitter for me,
for in my thirst you gave me vinegar to drink
and with a lance you pierced your Saviour’s side.
Surely this has a modern day parallel – might we call it the Passion
of Ukraine? The outrage against humanity, decency and truth of an
entire country being scourged. But before that country is crucified
Ukraine is actually making its own kind of Lent – while Christians the
world over have been reflecting on what Jesus endured after he
went into the desert, alone, there to pray and fast, and where he
was tempted sorely by Satan. Ukrainians are in that same
wasteland now, being put to the test. That country may yet become
the Golgotha of 2022, a place of skulls, suffering a concerted
attempt at its extinction.
W B Yeates warned of a moment in the history of humankind when:
“The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of innocence is drowned;
The best lack all conviction, while the worst
Are full of passionate intensity.”
The tormentor is despoiling the world, attempting to create a new
order which we may not like very much. Whatever kind of
communion is offered to those being sacrificed, they have refused to
eat the devil’s bread, acquiesce to his corrupted vision about how
Ukraine never existed, as if the past 30 years were only than a
delusional mirage, best forgotten. So, he will try to entice the
Ukrainians into laying down their arms, insisting their continued
resistance is futile, reminding them, and in this he will show how
they have not found much real help in this world, have no angels
waiting to catch them should they leap into an existential fight
against his minions. Why jump, he will ask when all can see there
are no angels below ready to break the fall?
They may feel that are alone, but for these past three decades, they
have stood firmly with the liberal-democratic world and have
committed themselves to a rules-based international order. Now
Continued on page 17
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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View from the Vicarage (Continued)
they are fighting and dying alone. They feel that they have they have
seen the face of Judas?
Ukraine may have been abandoned to unspeakable savagery, the
sun might be setting on the bones of a nation, but it still shines
somewhere and surely Ukraine will experience its own resurrection.
Someday, surely, a time for atonement will come.

As for those Ukrainians who survive, or somehow escape this war,
their memories will forever be infused with bitterness which may
sooner or later be harvested to feed a hunger for vengeance and
retribution. For too many any talk of forgiveness will be beyond
reach.
The Ukrainian nation’s dogged struggle reminds the world of how
tyranny must be confronted. Be it by the time you read this, or
tomorrow, or the next day, or even weeks from now, those fighting
this just war in defence of their homeland may be beaten down,
many of the country’s best people may be butchered or displaced.
Ukraine’s Passion will then end. But just as surely as we witness
Ukraine’s crucifixion and the power of the human spirit, so too
Ukraine will arise from its Russian-dug tomb, and with that
Resurrection there will be a reckoning of some kind, no doubt.
Do you remember the story of Moses finding God in that burning
bush in the wilderness? God said to him:
“I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have
heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their
sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad
Continued on page 18
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View from the Vicarage (Continued)
land, a land flowing with milk and honey. The cry of the Israelites
has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress
them.”
And we all know the story how he led them through the wilderness
……….
Maya Angelou (1928-2014), writing of a different kind of war tells
of her determination to survive the torment of racism. Here is part
of her poem:
Still I Rise
You may write me down in history
With your bitter, twisted lies,
You may trod me in the very dirt
But still, like dust, I’ll rise.
Did you want to see me broken?
Bowed head and lowered eyes?
Shoulders falling down like teardrops,
Weakened by my soulful cries?
You may shoot me with your words,
You may cut me with your eyes,
You may kill me with your hatefulness,
But still, like air, I’ll rise.
Leaving behind nights of terror and fear
I rise
Into a daybreak that’s wondrously clear
I rise
Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave,
I am the dream and the hope of the slave.
I rise
Blessings all!

Canon John
01491 681100

In Lieu of Church Collections
You can make a financial contribution to one of our churches online
via the Langtree Team website. You can also make online payments
to: North Stoke PCC 20-01-09 10726400 or Ipsden PCC 30-99-03
00153548.
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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April Church Opening and Services
Services in the churches continue on the 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of
the month, and on Zoom on the 2nd Sunday. The churches at Ipsden
and North Stoke open daily for visits and private prayer. When in
church please be Covid-aware.
Date

Ipsden

North Stoke

Sun 3 April

9am Holy Communion

11am Holy Communion

Wed 6 April

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted)

Thur 7 April

10.30am Midweek
Eucharist

Sun 10 April

10am Service of The Word Zoom Id 188 513 761
(Please wait to be admitted) Palm Sunday

Wed 13 April

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted)

Thur 14 April

7.30pm at Checkendon — Team Maundy Thursday
Service

Fri 15 April

2pm at St John the Baptist, Mongewell — A Service of
Reflection for Good Friday

Sun 17 April

9.30am Holy Communion Easter Day

Wed 20 April

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted)

Sun24 April

9.30am Matins

Wed 27 April

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted)

11am Holy Communion
Easter Day

11am Matins

The Lent Journey
Everyone is welcome, wherever you are.
Come every day, or drop in when you can
"Forty Words"
is our ten minute daily online reflection for Lent 2022,
Continues until Wednesday 13 April.
8.30pm - 8.40pm
Every day: a word from Scripture, a reflection, music and prayer
Join the pilgrimage at Zoom ID 842 3891 2144 passcode 123165.
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Dates for Your Diary
Fri 1 April

Pop-Up Lunch for Ukraine

See page 10

Sat 9 April

Ipsden Churchyard Clearup

See page 10

Wed 13 April

Ipsden Coffee Morning

See page 8

Sat 23 April

Water Colour Taster

See page 11

Sat 23 April

Henley Rotary Jazz Night

See page 9

Sat 14 May

Cholsey Concerts

See page 9

Wed 25 May

Zumba Classes Start

See page 11

Thurs 2 June

Ipsden Jubilee Beacon

See page 11

Sun 5 June

Ipsden Jubilee Lunch

Details later

Please Support the Food Banks

Please don’t forget to keep those food supplies coming in. Collection
boxes are in the porches of each church in Ipsden and N Stoke.

Ipsden Village
Lottery Winners
26 February

Susie Williams

5 March

Amanda Small

12 March

No winner

19 March

Anne Atkinson

26 March

See next issue

Ipsden Village
Lottery Tickets

There are still numbers available
for the Ipsden Lottery, which
helps fund our Village Memorial
Hall. A ticket is £1 per week,
payable in 10-week blocks, with
the winning number worth £25
each week. The winning
number is the Saturday night
bonus ball number in the
National Lottery. If you are
interested in joining, please talk
to Shirley in the shop to arrange
payment and to choose your
number. Good luck!
Clare Davis

This newsletter is edited, published, printed and distributed
by the churches of Ipsden and North Stoke
Copy deadline for the May issue is 20 April please
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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