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Ipsden Footway, Bridleway
and Byway Challenge
The challenge laid down in the December issue was to see how well
you know the footpaths, bridleways and byways of Ipsden Parish.
On the Ipsden Village website located at http://
www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk/ in a section titled Footpath / Bridleway /
Byway Challenge there is a map covering the parish with numbers
added at various locations on the footpaths, bridleways and byways.
There is also a separate document containing photographs of the
same locations each uniquely referenced by letter. The challenge
was to match the photographs to the location numbers on the map.
It is now time to reveal the
solution to the above challenge
which I hope you have found
interesting and has given some
of you a reason to get out in the
fresh air to seek out the
answers. This is also to be found
on the village website. Although
there was no requirement to
submit solutions, two people in
fact did in remarkably quick time
and one of the two spotted the
trick question. Did anyone else
spot it? If the challenge had
been set by Hamlet he could
have given a clue by modifying
one of his famous quotes as
follows: “Is there one
photograph for every number
and does every number have a
photograph - those are the
questions.” The table on the
next page shows the answers.
Continued on page 2
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Ipsden Footway, Bridleway
and Byway Challenge — The Answers

David Coldwell

Local Names
Michelle Paisley writes with a suggestion for future articles which I
believe may involve a project of some kind. So … looking for
someone to volunteer to manage the project! As Michelle says, and
I paraphrase slightly, “I was having a conversation with a neighbour
recently who called the wide path that runs past the war memorial
from the Church to the Old Vicarage 'The Mere'. I am very
intrigued as to where that name came from and whether that is a
widely known name. I would love it if you might feature a little
section with some of the interesting local names for the paths and
woods around here.”
I think this would be very useful, informative and interesting, but it
seems to me that this is a pretty big topic with inputs from many
sources; the collation and presentation of the information would be
quite a considerable effort, but perhaps the documentation of local
“legends” and history would become a local treasure. Would
anyone be up for co-ordinating this effort? I am happy to suggest
several sources, but I am sure many others can do the same. My
feeling is that this is a significant piece of work which will result in
some local value. Please advise through ipsden.window@gmail.com
The Editor

ipsden.window@gmail.com

2

www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk

Did You Know? ……….
In the December issue I described how the melting ice from the last
period of glaciation had sculpted the landscape around us, the
probability that at the moment we are in an ‘ interglacial’ period;
that is, a warm period between ice ages during which the Earth
warms up and the ice caps around the world melt. In geological
history it is clear that as the climate warms after a period of
glaciation that the ice melts! As a consequence the volume of water
released is so great that it affects sea levels…hugely!

The chart below shows sea level changes in the last 500,000 years.
The light blue line represents the current sea level, the dark blue is
sea level over the last 500,000 years relative to the current sea
level. The lowest points of the dark blue line reflect the peak times
of glaciation when the Earth’s water was tied up as ice, the highest
spikes are the interglacial periods (like now) when the Earth’s water
is being released from the ice and sea level rises.
The rise in sea level from the last glaciation to now has been rapid
and exceeds 100m! This means that it would have been possible to
walk across the southern North Sea to the Netherlands and the
English Channel didn’t exist! The current rate of sea level rise is
approximately 2mm to 3mm each year.
From the chart below we can predict that sea level may continue to
rise by about 20m before dropping back down as the next ice age
approaches. So you can see that the rise and fall of sea levels is a
natural phenomenon.
For Man, this is going to be a huge problem in the next 10 to 20
thousand years because over-population means that millions of
people are going to be displaced from low lying coastal areas and
mass migrations are inevitable.

There’s not much that can be done to halt the rising sea level rising
but Man needs to start addressing over-population.
Robert Booth
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Ipsden Christmas Party
On Wednesday 22 December many donned welly boots and warm
coats to venture out to the Ipsden Christmas Party, co-hosted
between Michelle and Roger Paisley, Liz Yates and Damian Slack.
With Christmas tea lights all along the fence lines, fairy lights
sparkling around the field, a gazebo full of goodies, Christmas songs
playing and logs burning in the fire pits it was the perfect way to

start Christmas festivities off properly, with everyone together and
having fun. The mulled wine was in part donated from the Church
(thank you to the Blairs), as it couldn't be consumed following the
Nine Lessons service due to restriction changes. It got to the
community via a different route! The question of the night was,
'How did Damian get all the fairy lights up into the beech tree?' It
all looked beautiful and thank you to everyone who brought
contributions of logs, food and wine, but more importantly, thank
you to everyone who came along and joined in, and to David
Coldwell for capturing the moment. It was such fun, there's a good
chance it might all happen again next year. Whoops, this year!
Liz Yates

Your Window Needs You!
Please remember that The Window is for you so we are always on
the lookout for articles that will interest people in Ipsden, Mongewell
and North Stoke. Without your help The Window would not exist.
We need articles, say between 100 and 400 words, with supporting
photographs or graphics if possible. You might be surprised: what
seems mundane and every-day to you may be interesting and new
to others. Please send your contributions to
ipsden.window@gmail.com; they are very welcome.
The Editor
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Woodhouse Farm News
In March this year my niece, Vanessa Hart’s
youngest daughter, Robin Hart will be
moving to Ipsden to live at No 1 Crabtree
Cottages. I shall withdraw from day-to-day
management of Woodhouse Farm and Robin
will take over the reins, with the farm
continuing as a family run venture. Robin
was born and grew up in Checkendon and is
known to many in the local community as
the daughter of Stephen Hart, who sadly
died so prematurely in 2006; he had
managed Woodhouse Farm and the Hartline sheep flock for 30
years, among many other agricultural and environmental activities
for which he was widely respected in the farming world. Robin is
leaving her job in Sussex after working for 25 years for Wilton Park
(part of the Foreign Office) and having been awarded an OBE in the
New Year's Honours for services to British foreign policy.
Vaughan Williams

Communication with Ipsden Residents
There is now a WhatsApp Group named
Ipsden People. Its purpose is to
disseminate useful information quickly
about Ipsden and Ipsden people. My
initial thoughts were that it could cover
items such as “Ice on Village Hill”,
“Church Lane Re-opened”, “Power Cut in
Hailey”.

Personally, I don’t think it
should be used to
advertise, buy/sell, etc but
I guess it would be up to all
those who join as to how it
is used. It is usually easy
to join, and also to leave if
you decide it is not for you.
So far, we have almost 30
people in the group, so
quite a way to go, but it’s been less than 3 weeks! If you would
like to join, please let me know by email
peter.bennett28@btopenworld.com with your mobile number. I
agree that this information is solely for the Ipsden People WhatsApp
Group (to comply with GDPR).
Peter Bennett
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Ipsden Christmas Coffee Morning
The last Ipsden Coffee Morning of 2021 was a “Christmas Special”
held on 8 December. As you might expect, mince pies and mulled
wine were in abundance, plus other sweet goodies and the usual
coffee and tea; these enticed well over thirty people to venture out
into the cold and seek refuge in the Village Memorial Hall.
As well as refreshments, there were a number of stalls where people
could browse and buy. Thanks to David Coldwell, Diana Drew,
Simon Drew, Fiona Hayward, Denny Webb and Kat Yates for setting
up such a variety of attractive displays and wares. There was a
raffle which raised £97 for the Afghanistan Crisis Appeal at the
British Red Cross, so thanks to all those who donated the prizes.
Donations to the food bank were also encouraged and a huge
number of items were given, the largest collection in one “sitting”
that I can recall.

The morning finished with some carols accompanied on keyboard by
Gary Magill and we were led by members of Ipsden Choir. There
was some hearty singing as “Good King Wenceslas”, “Silent Night”,
“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” and “God Rest Ye Merry
Gentlemen” were enjoyed by all.
Thank you to all those who attended, and to especially to those who
helped me in setting up and clearing up: David Kelley, Gillian Kelley,
Gary Magill, Kate Miller and Janet Thompson. For precautionary
reasons, we did not hold a Coffee Morning in January and February’s
has also been cancelled. The next Coffee Morning is therefore
scheduled to be on Wednesday 9 March but this will be kept under
review; hopefully we should be able to confirm arrangements in
time for the March issue of The Window.
Heather Llewellyn
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The Churches at Christmas
Christmas seems such a long time ago, and as I write this my focus
is already moving to Lenten Study, and Holy Week! However, as a
matter of historical record, let me remind everyone that we were
“live” in our churches this year for our traditional Carol Services and
Christmas Communions, but with Covid-reduced congregations.
There is an understandable reluctance to worship in a crowd even is
everyone wears masks and the doors remain open.
It was heart-warming to
welcome so many young people
to read Nine Lessons in St
Mary’s, North Stoke, and again
on Christmas morning. The
Carol Service and Midnight
Communion in St Mary’s,
Ipsden were quietly joyful, and
the music was enhanced by
Andrew Darke’s recordings of
”Ipsden Music” interspersed
amongst the congregational
singing.
The usual parties after the Nine
Lessons in Ipsden and North
Stoke, and Carol Singing
Around the Houses in both
villages, were all cancelled
because of Covid. However,
Ipsden did manage a gathering
by the Village Hall where mulled wine, mince pies and nibbles were
shared as we sang. Gary Magill played the keyboard!
Rev’d John Blair

Jazz Just Never Went Away!!!
Henley Rotary Club is presenting its
12th Jazz Night, postponed from 2021,
on Saturday 23 April 2022, at 7pm for
7.30pm, at the Christchurch Centre in
Henley. The evening will feature the
excellent Paul Sykes Big Band with
guests. Entry is £20 which includes
some light refreshments. Tickets are
available from me via email
kenfitt@btinternet.com or by telephone
01491 680813.
Ken Fitt
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Watercolour Taster Morning
My February
workshop is a
watercolour taster
morning for
beginners on
Saturday 26
February painting
winter florals, it
runs from 10am to
1pm in Ipsden
Village Hall with all
materials provided.
If people want
more information
they can get in
touch with me by
phone on 01491
680942, or by email redkites1@gmail.com or they can check out my
website at www.dennywebb.com.
Denny Webb

Snowdrop Teas Open Days
Braziers Park will be
open from 10am until
4pm during the
weekend of 12 and 13
February for visitors
to walk around the
estate to savour the
delights of Spring and
come for tea and cake
in our pop-up tearoom
inside the main
house. Our collection
of snowdrops is spread throughout the woodland and gardens.
Guided house tours will run at intervals throughout the weekend. A
limited number of Bed and Breakfast rooms are available – advance
booking is essential. Admission is £4 for adults and parking is £5
per vehicle. We have limited parking space and want to encourage
lift-sharing and using public transport where possible. Tickets will be
available on the day, however, advanced booking is strongly
advised. Please visit the Braziers website for more details.
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Early Days Round-Up
Although it seems such a long time ago now (though the staff have
only just recovered from all the hard work!) the children in Bears
group (3-4yrs) put on a Play in December. It was the story of a
donkey for sale, bought by Joseph to carry Mary to Bethlehem. The
children learnt and sang all of the songs and they were brilliant, full

credit to the amount of hard work and practise they put in.
Originally taking place in the Church (thank you to John Blair for
opening the doors to us) unfortunately, the risk of illness before
Christmas meant a quick change of venue to the nursery garden
outdoors. The day was bright and warm and it all worked
beautifully.
A busy January has been full of themes of polar lands and animals,
with set books 'Goldilocks', and 'One Snowy Night' that are read and
re-enacted, weekly science classes looking at gravity, temperatures
and consistency of matter. At the end of the month we will celebrate
Luna New Year (Chinese New Year).
The nursery had a very important birthday this
month. It was not for the children, nor staff,
but for the nursery itself. On Thursday 20
January, the nursery was thirty years old.
Founded by Nicola Murphy in 1992, it has
brought family life to the village and ensured
the beautiful village contributes to the growing
years of countless children. Nicola, together
with Gina and a truly fantastic team have given
Ipsden such an asset, and one to be very
proud of. Happy birthday Early Days Nursery!
Gina Chamberlain
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Cholsey Repair Café
Cholsey Repair Café’s next event will be held at
the Cholsey Pavilion on Saturday 19 March 2022.
Doors are open from 11am until 1.45pm. Advice
and help with all manner of repairs to domestic
items will be available, including electrical
testing and sharpening of knives and tools.
Users pay the cost of any materials used and the
organisers will be pleased to accept donations
towards running costs. You can contact Cholsey
Repair Café on 01491 652295 or email
repaircafe@cholsey.com; details can be also
found at www.cholseyrepaircafe.com
Ian Wheeler

New Christchurch Primary School
Huge thanks are due to
all those made such
generous donations of
books, crayons, paper
and other things for
holiday activities for
under-privileged children
at New Christchurch
Primary School,
Reading. These will
have made a big
difference to how they
spent their holidays.
Gillian Kelley

Concerts@Cholsey Is Back!
Concerts@Cholsey is pleased to announce a concert by popular fivepiece folk band Magpie Lane, at the Cholsey Pavilion on Saturday 12
March. Doors open at 7pm for a 7.45pm start. Tickets are £10 from
01491 652295 or concerts@cholsey.com
There will be a moderately priced real ale bar and support act. AntiCovid measures will be in place, including spaced seating. Send an
email request if you would like to receive updates on the
Concerts@Cholsey series and other local, live music.
Ian Wheeler
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Can You Provide or Do You Need Travel Help?
Woodcote Volunteers offer help to the elderly, disabled and residents
with a health condition who are without a car and cannot use public
transport and need to access a hospital, health centre, dentist,
optician, bank, shop or a health and wellbeing service. We can also
collect prescriptions, pensions or do shopping.
We serve Woodcote, Whitchurch Hill, Checkendon, Ipsden, South
Stoke, Goring Heath and Crays Pond and drive to many locations,
such as the health centre in Woodcote, Royal Berkshire Hospital (and
other Reading hospitals), as well as the Oxford Hospitals. We will
always try to take a client where they need to go as long as it is
within a reasonable distance of our area.
Woodcote Volunteers is a ‘Good Neighbour’ Scheme which has been
established for over 30 years. It is run by local volunteers only, for
the benefit of these village communities. We are very lucky to have
a fabulous team of friendly and reliable drivers, office workers and
committee, some of whom have been contributing their time and
skills for 30 years!
If you would like help, please contact our new office at Woodcote
Community Centre on 01491 681171 between 9.30am and 11.00am
Monday to Friday, when you can speak directly to one of our
volunteer office workers. Outside of these hours you can leave a
message on our answerphone and someone will call you back the
next working day.
If you are new to using our service, we will need ask a few questions
and then sign you up. Please be assured that all the information you
provide is confidential and secure. There is a flat rate charge of
£1.50 to drive to a location within Woodcote. For longer journeys,
there is a charge of 45p per mile.
We are committed to keeping clients and drivers as safe as possible.
Our drivers make sure that their car is cleaned with disinfectant
wipes in all the areas our clients could touch. We ask that they and
our clients wear masks in line with good practice and keep the car
well ventilated whilst driving.
We are lucky to have a wonderful team of Volunteers. However, the
pool of Volunteers changes as people move in and out of the area.
The need for help is a continuing one and the Organising Committee
is always pleased to receive new offers of assistance, both as a
driver or a helper in the office.
If you would like to know more about volunteering with us, please
contact Jane Forde direct on 07850 158274 or email her at
janeforde32@hotmail.com. Alternatively, call the office on 01491
681171 during their office hours or leave a message on the
answerphone. We would love to hear from you!
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North Stoke Full Fibre Broadband in 2022
Good news for North Stoke, Airband, a broadband service provider,
will be installing the infrastructure needed to bring full fibre direct to
your home. It should arrive by April 2022. Airband market the
service as ‘Future Fibre’. Full fibre broadband means a brand new
optical fibre will come direct to your house. This service is often
called Fibre To The Premises(FTTP). Other than the welcome
advantages it brings below, your Internet service will work the same
and require little change. Right now you have something called Fibre
To The Cabinet (FTTC). This means a fibre only reaches up to a
green cabinet you might have seen along the highway. From that
cabinet to your house runs decades old copper, which tends to be
decayed and unreliable.
Why is full fibre good for me?
It’s likely to be cheaper - I’ve been quoted £37/month for 250
megabits download speeds. 5 times faster than most get in
North Stoke for the same price as the old copper cable service
Much faster speeds - there are two options today, 100 and
250Mbps. Which one you choose will be personal depending
on your households’ usage. Find out more here: https://
www.airband.co.uk/broadband-packages/
It will be more reliable - as mentioned above, this will be a new
piece of cable from the telephone exchange all the way to
your house. Compared to the decades old copper that’s
provided happy chewing for the squirrels
It will increase property prices - estimates of by how much cannot
be accurately forecast but they will not be insignificant. To
give you some idea, imagine selling your house where
broadband coverage is poor. How much more do you think
the buyer will pay if they know it has quality high speed
service relative to low quality? Especially today where so
many more people work from home.
What changes will I need to make?
Almost no change. Airband will run a tiny fibre into the same place in
your house as the old copper cable. And give you a new modem. You
simply plug your existing WiFi router into that modem. No need to
worry as the engineer will set it all up for you.
If by the time it arrives you are still in an existing contract, Airband
can offer up to £250 to buy you out of it, so there will be no penalty
to you for moving provider. Register your interest for full fibre
broadband with Airband. The more of us who register an interest for
the service and the sooner we register that interest, the more likely it
will happen sooner. So go ahead and tell Airband you are interested
by following the link below. Doing this means no commitment from
you at all. You might get a call from them to tell you more. And as a
nice bonus, if you refer a friend and your friend tells them when they
eventually sign up, you will receive a £50 refund on your bill for
everyone you refer.
Continued on page 13
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North Stoke Full Fibre Broadband Continued)
Airband Register Your Interest: https://www.airband.co.uk/
coverage-near-coverage/. And to find out more take a look at
Airband’s Knowledge Base by following this link: https://
www.airband.co.uk/knowledge-base/. If you have any questions,
by all means call around for a chat or contact me.
Robin Smith,
The Old School Rooms,
robinsmith3@gmail.com,
07786 078836

Citizens Advice Needs Volunteer Advisors
There comes a time for all of us when we
face problems that are too stressful or
complicated for us to sort out alone. Last
year – one of the most difficult - our 90
advisers advised 9,000 clients on over
20,000 problems. We helped four in five
resolve their debt, benefits, employment
and housing difficulties. Many of these
were linked to the Covid-19 crisis.
We now need more advisers as we move
into the pandemic recovery phase. Our
main offices are in Abingdon, Didcot, Henley and Thame. Since
March 2020 our volunteers and staff have been advising the public
from home on our Adviceline service. Recently we partially reopened our offices, in part to train new advisers.
What will you get out of it? You will join a friendly team, meet new
people, develop your skills and make a real difference to people’s
lives. You’ll need to have good listening and interpersonal skills, a
willingness to learn and be confident with computers. Full training
will be provided. Henley adviser Amanda says: “I am proud to
volunteer with Citizens Advice because they offer crucial support to
those that need it most, and my colleagues, both volunteers and
employees, make volunteering a pleasure.”
We welcome applications from all sections of the community and
are committed to equality and diversity. If you have eight hours a
week to spare for the next two years or more and are looking for a
satisfying and stimulating volunteer role in your local community,
please contact us at:
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale/volunteer/
Darius Halpern
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View from the Vicarage:
Have you ever sat back and watched a
discussion, particularly one which will
involve some strong difference of opinion?
As the conversation develops, eye contact
is lost in favour of concentration on the
speaker’s mouth – thereby being better
poised not to miss the inevitable intake of
breath. This is the point at which the
listener jumps in to “take the floor”. As
time passes speech becomes faster and
faster, the better to get more said and shorten the
time it takes to take that breath which is the
danger point when control of the conversation may
be lost. The distance between protagonists
contracts, as both are so eager to catch that
natural break – it is also an attempt to intimidate
and cause speech to stumble, which gives another
opportunity to step in!! Such is the “mechanics of
conversation” – well understood by committees
the world over!!
Are we truly aware of how
we communicate? Or have
we given up on it
altogether?!
There are dimensions to
what we say to each other:
words, tone and non-verbal
(normally referred to as
body language). Now
according to some experts,
words equate to about 7%
of the message, tone 35%
and non-verbal 58%. Of
course, this will differ depending on the context of the
communication, but the interesting point here is how little words
contribute to the overall engagement. How much time do you spend
trying to get your words right, when the other two components make
stronger contributions to the meaning of the message? Perhaps we
should spend more time being aware of how we sound and what our
body language is contributing to the meaning of the message.
When we are engaging with others, face to face, two independent
parallel messages are being sent – the information (words and facts)
we intend to share and “the emotional response message”. How
often have you spoken to someone who is using all the right words,
but you receive a different emotional response message? We might
hear the words but not trust the message!! People might tell us what
they think we want to hear, but we just don’t feel comfortable at an
emotional level, because something doesn’t seem to fit.
Continued on page 15
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View from the Vicarage (Continued)
And hey presto! Low and behold!
Misunderstanding and incongruence! We have all
tried very hard this past while to convey tone and
emotion from behind a mask which has been
something of a real burden, has it not?
Many people are unable to communicate the
underlying feelings they are experiencing and
prefer to focus more on the information portion of
the message because it seems easier. Part of this
is probably cultural conditioning, the other part is
that many people have never learned how.
It is important during our conversations to become more aware of
the feelings that emerge with the words. If you start to feel
uncomfortable or not sure, then slow the communication down and
ask more questions to help clarify what is really being said. Don’t
just rely on the information-message for the meaning. Slow down,
be more reflective, try to identify what is driving your emotional
response messages and check out attending non-verbal expressions.
The precise trial date is unknown, but 15
February has traditionally been adopted
as the date in 399 BCE when Socrates
was sentenced to death. Socrates has
been dubbed the Father of Western
Philosophy, though most of his thoughts,
dialogues, and works were only later
recorded by his students — mainly by
Plato and Xenophon. Historians continue
to debate the exact reason for Socrates’
execution. The charges against him
were rather vague , but religious
tensions were running high in Athens at
the time, and it was well-known that Socrates outwardly refused to
recognize all of the state’s deities. Condemned to die, perhaps
unjustly, he slept peacefully in his jail cell.
But his old friend, Crito, came to him with a plan: “Socrates, you
can escape. I’ve bribed the guard, and we have friends who can get
you out of the city to safety.” You would expect him to have lept
up at once and follow his friend to freedom. But this is a story
about Socrates, and in this story, which is a true one so far as we
can tell, Socrates first asks Crito to sit and discuss whether or not
it’s true that he ought to escape. Crito and Socrates came to agree
that it would not be right for Socrates to escape, and Socrates
remained in prison to be executed the next day, because to do
otherwise would be to break not only the law but Socrates’ own
convictions. Athenian law demanded convicted citizens commit
suicide by drinking a concoction of hemlock. Socrates asked to
cover his face during the execution.
Continued on page 16
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View from the Vicarage (Continued)
“I know you won’t believe me, but the highest form of human
excellence is to question oneself and others”, said Socrates.
The Socratic method is widely used in counselling both in therapy
and in supervision “to produce insightful perspectives and help
identify positive actions by exposing and unravelling deeply held
values and beliefs that frame self-awareness. It encourages people
to remain open minded and prepared to both listen and learn – to be
genuinely curious, willing to take the time and energy to unpack
beliefs, and able to logically and dispassionately review
contradictions and inconsistencies.”
This requires an absence of ego and a level playing field for all who
take part. But, if you are willing, the theory, techniques, and
exercises of Socratic questioning will push the boundaries of
understanding, often into uncharted waters, and unravel and explore
assumptions and misunderstandings behind our thoughts.
The author Neale Walsch described how, at a low
period in his life, he wrote an angry letter to God
asking questions about why his life wasn't working.
After writing down all his questions, he heard a
voice over his right shoulder say: "Do you really
want an answer to all these questions or are you
just venting?" When Walsch turned around, he
saw no one there, yet he felt answers to his
questions filling his mind and decided to write
them down. The ensuing dialogue became his
“Conversations with God” series of books.
When asked how he opens up to God, Neale said, "when I reach out
and touch others with this information, I reconnect immediately with
the divine presence."
It is true that God is not revealed through outward observation, but
through inward experience. Our thoughts are creative, and our
words are productive. Thoughts and words give birth to reality.
St Ignatius coined the term “colloquy” for
his intimate conversations with God, for
speaking and listening as the Spirit moves
us: expressing ourselves, as a friend speaks
to a friend, or as a person speaks to one
whom he or she has offended, or as a child
speaks to a parent or mentor, or as a lover
speaks to his or her beloved. Ignatius was
intent on people discovering that they could
develop a relationship with God that was
personal, honest, and uncomplicated. You communicate with God as
you would speak with another person sitting across from you. That
is, you say directly and honestly what is going on with you. You
Continued on page 17
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View from the Vicarage (Continued)
imagine Jesus or Mary or another saint or even a significant biblical
figure sitting or walking with you, and you share what is in your
heart and mind.
Traditional prayers are foundational to our ongoing human
conversation with God because they give us words when we’re not
sure what to say—remember when the disciples asked Jesus to
teach them how to pray, and he gave them The Lord’s Prayer?
Jesus knew that God loves us tenderly as a father loves his children.
And children can speak freely to a loving father. Jesus wanted his
disciples to absorb this wonderful truth about God’s love.
But, in a colloquy, the only words are our own, and that can make
us nervous. Will I say the wrong thing? Will I offend God? Why
would God listen to me? What do I know about how I should talk
with God? But just as we get better at talking with people as our
relationships grow, after a while, we will be talking with God as with
a friend. We speak to a friend with love, affection, respect, and
honesty. Sometimes we speak with humour or frustration. It’s all
okay. God knows every detail of what we are trying to express
through our faltering words. God wants to hear from you.
Blessings all!

Canon John
Food Banks: Reduction in Universal Credit
Thank you to everyone for clearing out their plastic carrier bags for
Food Bank parcels. They are always in demand, so please carry on!
And thank you very much for your Food Bank donations. We
currently deliver to over 70 individuals and families in the area who
rely on our support.
You may know that Universal Credit, the benefit paid to people in
low-paid work such as carers, cleaners, some hospital staff and so
on, will be reduced by £20 per week from October. The £20 was
added during the pandemic, and its withdrawal will have a serious
impact on working people and families who are already barely
managing.
By supporting the Food Bank you can really make a difference.
Always needed are tinned fruit and vegetables, tinned meat/fish/
soup, breakfast cereal, rice and pasta, and toiletries (including for
men). There’s a green box in Ipsden church porch where you can
leave donations, and the church is open all day, every day. Please
contact me for further information heatherll2410@hotmail.com
Heather Llewellyn
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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From the Rectory: “The Fifth Wave”
Sometimes we do crazy things.
Going out at midnight to lie on a
blanket and watch for shooting stars.
Paying for the stranger behind you in
the coffee bar queue, just because it
is Tuesday. Being so happy to be at
the beach that you rush into the
waves, forgetting that you still have
your glasses on. Losing them in the
next big wave ...
Stay at the seaside with me for a
moment. Take a pause from groping
for your glasses. They've gone, and
you know it. Stick with the fumbling,
half blind feeling, in between land
and water, being buffeted and pushed about by thundering seas. Look
around you. Can you see anything at all? I know, your glasses are
gone. Things are the wrong size, or blurry, or twinkly. But look, just
look, without them.
There are parables strewn on our shores. Often we see without seeing
and hear without hearing. The spectacles of convention filter out
these visions, these voices. It is as if the sea which might speak to us
is just making a dull moaning, the sand which might reveal patterns
just a formless mass.
It is as if the lanes are muted, the woods muffled and the sky above
us a steely dome underneath which we scurry, blinkered. We've
become accustomed to the “next wave”, giving out Greek letters as
the meteorologists give names to the storms, hoping thereby to tame
the terror of both. But we are shaken by their passing through, and
fumble for the spectacles that offer comfort, whatever our worldview.

The Church is as guilty as the media or the government in this
respect, offering a saviour who is bland, inoffensive, humourless and
desperately PC. Such a Christ is not found in an attentive reading of
the New Testament, which is a passionate response to the terror, joy
and controversy of an encounter with God through Jesus.
The Bible is full of great images, sparkling with ambiguity, irritatingly
assertive and frighteningly powerful. Treasure in the sand, half
hidden, half forgotten, a mystery waiting for those who dig, prophets,
priests and kings in grand pageant, both warning and promise, of
times upended and times fulfilled.

Listen! There is a sound on the wind, perhaps a voice. Listen again,
beyond the waves' roaring. Do you hear it? It is a cry, a shout, an
echo of a voice. “Whom do you seek?” The tide pulls at you, the salt
stings.
Rev’d Kevin Davies

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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February Church Services
Services in the churches continue on the first, third and fourth
Sundays of the month, and on Zoom on the second Sunday. The
churches of Ipsden and North Stoke remain open daily for visits and
private prayer. When in church, please be covid-aware.
Date

Ipsden

North Stoke

Sun 6 Feb

9.30am Holy Communion 11am Holy Communion

Wed 9 Feb

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted)

Thurs 10 Feb

10.30am Midweek
Eucharist

Sun 13 Feb

10am Service of The Word Zoom Meeting Id 188 513
761 (Please wait to be admitted)

Wed 16 Feb

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted)

Sun 20 Feb

9.30am Holy Communion 11am Holy Communion

Wed 23 Feb

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted)

Sun 27 Feb

9.30am Matins

11am Matins

In Lieu of Church Collections
You can make a financial contribution to one of our churches online
via the Langtree Team website. You can also make online payments
to: North Stoke PCC 20-01-09 10726400 or Ipsden PCC 30-99-03
00153548.

Distribution of The Window
We continue to deliver paper copies to homes in Ipsden, Mongewell
and North Stoke. Thanks to Heather Llewellyn, and the team of
deliverers, for doing this. The Window is online on the Ipsden
website www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk A notification email is sent out to
residents when a new edition is added to the website; if you would
like to receive these and do not already receive them, please send a
request email to ipsden.window@gmail.com A pdf version for A5
booklet printing is also available upon request. Some paper copies
are held in Shirley’s shop in Ipsden for individual collection.

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Dates for Your Diary
9 February

Ipsden Coffee Morning

CANCELLED

12-13 February

Snowdrop Teas at Braziers

See page 8

26 February

Watercolour Taster

See page 8

9 March

Ipsden Coffee Morning

See page 6

12 March

Concerts@Cholsey

See Page 10

19 March

Cholsey Repair Café

See page 10

Ipsden Village
Lottery Winners

Ipsden Village
Lottery Tickets

27 November

Gillian Kelley

4 December

No winner

11 December

Debbie Hildred

There was no January issue of
The Window, so this month we
are showing winners for the last
week of November and the
whole month of December, as
well as January.

18 December

No winner

25 December

No winner

1 January

Gary Magill

8 January

Hamish Cassels

15 January

Eleanor Llewellyn

22 January

Vaughan Williams

29 January

See next issue

There are still numbers available
for the Ipsden Lottery, which
helps fund our Village Memorial
Hall. A ticket is £1 per week,
payable in 10-week blocks, with
the winning number worth £25
each week.
The winning number is the
Saturday night bonus ball
number in the National Lottery.
If you are interested in joining,
please talk to Shirley in the shop
to arrange payment and to
choose your number. Good luck!
Clare Davis

This newsletter is published and distributed monthly by the
churches of Ipsden and North Stoke.
The copy deadline for the March issue will be 20 February
2022 please.

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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