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Ipsden Jubilee Lunch
Ipsden celebrated the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with a BBQ lunch on
Sunday 5 June at 12.30pm, free to all and organised by the
Entertainments Committee of Ipsden’s Parochial Church Council
(PCC). Before the lunch there was a special Thanksgiving Service in
St Mary’s Church at 11am with beautiful flower displays and led by
Rev’d John Blair.
Clare Davis, David Kelley and Heather Llewellyn must take the credit
for envisaging this great event. The lunch was originally planned to
be in a marquee in the field opposite the church but some keen
meteorological observers on the PCC determined a few days earlier
that the Village Hall would present a more comfortable venue in view
of the rather depressing weather forecasts.
The hall was beautifully set up by Hamish Cassels, Andrew Darke
and David Kelley, with decorations from Clare and table posies from
Susie Williams and the church “flower ladies”. So some 70 villagers
gathered there for what turned out to be yet another wonderful
social event.

The hall was generously given over by the Village Hall Committee.
Rev’d John Blair introduced the event and welcomed everybody.
The barbequing was led by David, assisted by Bob and Jacqui
Mullins. Live music was provided by Ipsden’s own Helen (“Aitch”)
and Aaron McRobbie.
There was children’s face painting too, thanks to Debbie Richards.
Ipsden Parish Council kindly funded a splendid variety of barbeque
Continued on page 2
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Ipsden Jubilee Lunch (Continued)
food supplied by Carl Woods of
Sonning Common: sausages
and burgers for meat-eaters
and vegetarians.
An enormous range of salads
accompanied this, generously
brought by so many from the
village too numerous to
mention but thanks to Heather
for organising this. Then, fresh
strawberries in abundance, plus
cream, meringue and
cheesecake, donated by the
many, again recruited by
Heather. Jean Blair, Gillian
Kelley and Kate Miller made
sure that everyone was served.
Hot drinks and soft drinks were
also on tap, but we were told to
bring our own booze; it
appeared to me that many were
happy to follow this advice!
As you hopefully will have read, there were many people behind this
great event that we should thank, plus David Coldwell for the
photographs and the many in the village who contributed salads and
afters. I think everyone enjoyed the afternoon, I know I did.
Peter Bennett

Ipsden Jubilee
Thanksgiving
Service
A large congregation
gathered in the
beautifully-decorated
Ipsden Church on 5 June to celebrate the
Queen's Platinum Jubilee. The flowers were
truly spectacular, in red, white and blue, of
course, and arranged with style and
imagination. The service was full of rejoicing
and thanksgiving for a monarch who has given
her life to service. As it was also Whitsunday, a
recording of Ipsden Music singing Come, Holy
Ghost, by Orlando Gibbons was played and then
the service ended with a rousing rendering of the National Anthem.
Gillian Kelley
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Jubilee Celebrations in North Stoke
If the Jubilee was all about bringing communities together, then the
North Stoke Jubilee Street Party was a roaring success. Held in The
Street outside the village hall, we had a fabulous afternoon on
Sunday 5 June to celebrate the Queen’s 70 years on the
throne. With a watchful eye on the weather we set up tables in the
street, put up flags and bunting, donned our hats and held a village
picnic followed by a tea party.
To celebrate the Jubilee, North Stoke village had planted an oak
tree in the recreation ground as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy,
and a letter was sent to Her Majesty from the village congratulating
her on her 70 years on the throne. The letter of response from
Buckingham Palace was framed and on show in the village hall,
along with a photo of the oak tree for all to see during the
afternoon.
A fabulous Jubilee cake made by Dee Jones was also displayed
alongside in readiness for our cake cutting
ceremony later in the afternoon. At 3.30pm Chris
Davies gave a toast to Her Majesty and The
Reverend John Blair cut the Jubilee cake. There
was tea and cake for all (even those walking
through the village!) in a truly traditional British
tea party with threatening clouds adding to the
British feel! However, we were extremely
fortunate that the rain held off until after
everything was cleared away - so for once no wet
volunteers! After the last two years of restricted
activity, It was a welcome opportunity to socialise
with friends old and new in the village and
celebrate a once in a lifetime event that may
never happen again. God Save the Queen!
Karen Tong Jones

ipsden.window@gmail.com

3

www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk

Homer Celebration
The small hamlet of Homer had a 100% turnout from the six homes
for our Jubilee Celebration. Thanks to Giles Jackson, we gathered
together outside the barns on Saturday 4 June and everyone
brought a plate of homemade food - what a delicious array:
sausages on sticks, sandwiches, sausage rolls, scones, lemon drizzle
cake and cupcakes, lemon and elderflower polenta cake and a large
brownie decorated with strawberries & blueberries into the Union
Flag. A matching tea set and a giant two handled teapot completed
the afternoon tea.
Whilst setting up, a Lancaster bomber passed overhead, jokingly we
said the Spitfires will be along later and, sure enough, they flew over
at about 5pm! As we sat enjoying the warm weather, we all
counted our blessings and raised a loyal toast to the Queen. What a
Happy Jubilee celebration!
Julia Plaisted

Your Window Needs You!
Please remember that The Window is for you so we are always on
the lookout for articles that will interest people in Ipsden and North
Stoke. We need articles, say between 100 and 400 words, with
supporting photographs or graphics if possible. You might be
surprised: what seems mundane and everyday to you may be
interesting and new to others. Please send your contributions to
ipsden.window@gmail.com; they are very welcome.
The Editor
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Support Charities via Ipsden Shop
As just about everybody in
Ipsden knows, Shirley
Small runs Ipsden's Post Office
and Shop, aided by Mandy and
Martin Small. She stocks most
daily needs and will handle
orders for newspapers, milk,
bread and other essentials for
her regulars. Her Post Office
Counter is invaluable, especially
as so many bank branches are closing; she offers a cheque
depositing service for most high street banks. Shirley also keeps
fresh farm apple juice, local beers, a small Off Licence, and takes
many special orders for butchery, cheeses, farm vegetables, etc, as
well as party and BBQ orders. There are often plants and other
items for sale, displayed on the tables outside.
Perhaps not so many people will know is that the shop does much
to help charities. For example, Shirley has a collection box for
Thames Valley Air Ambulance, and regularly collects donations
which have amounted to about £300 in the last 18 months. If you
buy a second-hand book from the shop, the proceeds go to TVAA.
And of course, Shirley has been collecting used postage stamps in
aid of Dogs for the Disabled for many years. Many local services
are also advertised in the shop windows. Shirley also takes
bookings for the village hall. There is more information on the
Ipsden Village website and you can contact Shirley on 01491
680262.

A Pawfect Donation!
At Pawfect Playdays we are very proud to say
we raised £260 from our Jubilee Fun Dog
Show held on 3 June. We will be sending this
over to two causes close to our hearts - pet
blood bank and support dogs.
We would like to thank all that helped to get
the show off the ground and to those who
donated, and to all that came along for the
fun. Please see first place winner of
loveliness lass, much deserved by the lovely
Sanza!
Jade Bolton
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News from The King William IV
“Keeping it simple and traditional” is the
mantra of Tommy Gaughan, the new
manager of Ipsden’s beloved pub, the
King William IV in Hailey. He’s keen to
hold on to the history of our former
coaching inn, and to embrace the beautiful
environment of the rolling Chiltern Hills
around here.
Tommy has been delighted by his warm
welcome from all the regulars in Ipsden
and beyond, so that the pub has been
really busy since he arrived last month.
From mid-July we can expect an outside
café, offering coffee, smoothies, snacks
and pastries to walkers and bicyclists,
available from 9am until lunchtime. There will be a BBQ, with pizzas
and burgers available too on Friday evenings, all day Saturday and on
Sunday evening. He plans to open every day, from 12 noon 2.45pm for lunch and 6pm – 9pm for dinner. The website will be
updated so that you can check for details from mid-July.
Tommy is a big fan of using seasonal produce, and lovers of
traditional cooking are very much catered for ….. a large choice of
roasts will feature on the new menu, with all dishes being homemade.
There will be a delicious new range of ice creams and sorbets too.
To achieve this Tommy has recruited two chefs with a passion for
cooking “great traditional English food - with a twist”, as well as a
team of trained in-house staff. For Tommy, high standards of
service and quality are paramount. In addition, there is a new wine
list planned with the emphasis on Mediterranean wines. All of these
plans take time, and Tommy advises please “bear with me” while he
implements them.
To sum up, Tommy says his
ingredients for the success of
the King William are: Relaxing,
Enjoying, Time to talk,
Embracing the environment.
He’s talking from his
considerable experience of 37
years in hospitality! We’ll look
forward to further updates in
The Window and wish Tommy
and his team every success at
the King William.
Heather Llewellyn
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Nettlebed Art and Craft Show
Start painting and crafting to exhibit at Nettlebed Art and Craft
Show in Nettlebed School Community Hall. This is open for two
days: Saturday 6 August from 12 noon until 6pm and Sunday 7
August from 10am until5pm.
Entry forms will be issued with full instructions. If you would like to
show your work, please email: nettlebedas@gmail.com or phone
01491 641138 to get on our mailing list.
Come and support us over the weekend. There is free parking and
free entry. Teas are available on both days. This show has
something affordable for everyone including wonderful paintings and
various crafts including sculpture, woodturning, cards and jewellery.
Our profits are donated to local charities. Thank you.
Susan Byers

Concerts @ Cholsey
After two sell-out events, join us again at the Cholsey Pavilion for a
relaxed and uplifting evening on Sunday 10 July, when Simon Mayor
and Hilary James will delight you, our discerning audience, with a
mixture of folk, blues, swing and classical showstoppers. Simon is
one of this country’s finest exponents of the mandolin, occasionally
demonstrating Grappelli-like dexterity on the violin, while Hilary
makes light work of many musical styles with her crystal-clear
voice, as well as playing a mean mando-bass and guitar. Don’t miss
them; in fact, you should book early.
Doors open at 7pm for a 7.45pm start and there is a well-stocked
real-ale bar. Tickets are £10 in advance or £12 at the door and are
now on sale from concerts@cholsey.com, or phone 01491 652295
for personal service. You can also ask to be added to the
Concerts@Cholsey emailing list, which will send you news of future
Cholsey concerts and many other live musical events within easy
reach.
Ian Wheeler

Ipsden Village Hall Rates
The current hire charges have been in place since January 2014. As
we are all aware, the price of everything has gone up and we must
therefore increase the charges to use the hall. New hire charges will
come into effect from 1 September 2022. Any bookings made prior
to this, for the remainder of 2022, will be honoured at the current
rates. The new charges will be posted on the village website and be
available in the shop from 1 August 2022. Please also note that the
hall will be closed for the month of August for the next stage of
improvements.
Village Hall Committee
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Please Keep Supporting Our Food Banks!
Firstly, a huge thank you is due to everyone in North Stoke and
Ipsden for your continued support of the Food Bank. The food
collection boxes are in the porch at Ipsden church and inside the
church at North Stoke.
Your donations are packed each week by church members from
North Stoke and Ipsden and delivered to elderly and disabled people
and to many families in this area. Always needed: breakfast cereal,
long life milk, tea/coffee, tinned meat and fish, soup, tinned fruit,
jam, biscuits, all kinds of toiletries (including for men) and cleaning
materials. All items must be ‘within date’ please. We also need lots
of carrier bags for packing the parcels, thank you! Economic
hardship is seriously affecting so many now and the need for the
Food Banks has never been greater. If you are aware of someone
needing a food parcel please let me know and it will be dealt with in
confidence. Email: heatherll2410@hotmail.com
Heather Llewellyn

Music Returns to the Barn!
Please join us for Music at the Long
Barn, Ipsden, OX10 6AG, on Saturday
9 July from 6.30pm. We are very
grateful to Nick and Kate Miller for
generously allowing their beautiful old
barn (the longest Tythe barn in the
South of England!) for another of the
very successful and enjoyable
evenings of live music from local
performers.
There’ll be jazz, swing, rock’n’roll …
informal and fun! Everyone’s welcome
- bring a picnic, a bottle, chairs, rugs
and tables … and your friends and
family. But please, no BBQs.

After months of
lockdowns, crowds
gathered for a wonderful
evening of entertainment
last year!

Gates will be open from 6.30pm, and
there’s plenty of free parking too. The
tickets are only £7, children under 16
are free. All the proceeds are for the
ongoing maintenance of our lovely 12th
Century church St Mary’s in Ipsden.
More information from Heather,
heatherll2410@hotmail.com
Dilys Beaumont
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View from the Vicarage
We have great joy of a new puppy in The
Vicarage. Sheba is a delight, just a little naughty,
and learning remarkably quickly to do as she is
told. It is equally important to make sure she has
some fun of course! All this brings back to our
table conversations the experience we had living
with three growing human hooligans over the
years – and boy (!) do we laugh? Many years
ago, we acquired a beautiful 2-year-old Golden
Retriever who became a firm family favourite. She
had been ultra-discipled, loved and well treated
but had no idea how to play! So, we taught her
that a little naughtiness was ok and slowly she
found joy abounding in her life!
As with children, what we call naughtiness is really
an early exploration of authenticity and
independence, which leads to healthy maturity,
which comprises spontaneity, resilience, a
tolerance of failure and a sense of self-acceptance.

Who wants to be good all the time? Disobedience
Day (3 July) is about breaking free a little, living a
little, and doing your own thing for a change if you are simply tired
of being bossed about. For most of us there are always people
around telling us what we should do and making demands — first,
our parents, then our teachers, then our bosses and our spouses,
not to mention of course the law. Of course, having certain rules to
live by is undoubtedly a good thing to keep life balanced and stable,
but just sometimes we want to break free! Even a simple change in
routine has been shown to improve people’s attitude to life just
because it makes life just a little more interesting.
Here's a little prayer for Disobedience Day!!
“Dear God: Today, give me the courage to live the life you’ve called
me to with the same contentedness and confidence as the falling
snow or the pouring rain. Please help me to walk away from roles
and expectations that other people have for me, and to live in peace
with the exact way you created me — on purpose and for a purpose.
In Jesus’ Name, Amen”.
Blessings all!

Canon John
01491 681100
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July Church Opening and Services
Services in the churches continue on the 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of
the month, and on Zoom on the 2nd Sunday. The churches at Ipsden
and North Stoke open daily for visits and private prayer. When in
church please be Covid-aware.
Date

Ipsden

North Stoke

Sun 3 July

9.30am Holy Communion

Wed 6 July

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted)

Thurs 7 July

10.30am Holy Communion

Sun 10 July

10am Service of the Word Zoom Meeting Id 188
513 761 (Please wait to be admitted)

Wed 13 July

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted)

Sun 17 July

9.30am Morning Prayer 11am Morning Prayer

Wed 20 July

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted)

Sun 24 July

9.30am Holy Communion

Wed 27 July

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted)

Sun 31 July

10.30am Team Service at Whitchurch-on-Thames

11am Holy Communion

11am Holy Communion

Covid-19 Vaccination for 5 to 11-year-olds
Ipsden Parish Council has been asked by the NHS to promote the
vaccination against Covid-19 for 5 to 11-year-olds in our parish. All
children aged 5-11 continue to be offered vaccination against Covid19 vaccine. Two doses of the vaccine (at least 12 weeks apart)
should give the child long-lasting protection against serious
complications of infection and some protection from mild symptoms.
To book an appointment, please visit https://www.nhs.uk/
covidvaccination or call 119. The NHS wants to support you to make
an informed choice with more information available here COVID-19:
A guide for parents of children aged 5 to 11
(publishing.service.gov.uk)
Heather Llewellyn
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Distribution of The Window
Ipsden and North Stoke PCCs are reviewing the cost of printing The
Window and are considering various options, one of which is to print
the paper copy in black and white and keep the colour version
online. Any comments or suggestions would be most welcome to
ipsden.window@gmail.com Thanks to Heather Llewellyn and the team for
continuing to deliver paper copies to homes in Ipsden, Mongewell
and North Stoke. The Window is available online as a pdf on the
Ipsden village website www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk Some paper copies
are held in Shirley’s shop in Ipsden for individual collection.

Dates for Your Diary
Wed 6 July

Ipsden Zumba

Sat 9 July

Ipsden Music at the Barn

See page 8

Sun 10 July

Concerts @ Cholsey

See page 7

Wed 13 July

Ipsden Coffee Morning

Wed 13 July

Ipsden Zumba

Sat 6 August

Nettlebed Arts & Crafts

Ipsden Village
Lottery Winners
29 May

Susie Williams

4 June

Rosie Holmes

11 June

David Kelley

18 June

Kate Miller

25 June

See next issue

See page 7

Ipsden Village
Lottery Tickets

There are still numbers available
for the Ipsden Lottery, which
helps fund our Village Memorial
Hall. A ticket is £1 per week,
payable in 10-week blocks, with
the winning number worth £25
each week. The winning
number is the Saturday night
bonus ball number in the
National Lottery. If you are
interested in joining, please talk
to Shirley in the shop to arrange
payment and to choose your
number. Good luck!
Clare Davis

This newsletter is edited, published, printed and distributed
by the churches of Ipsden and North Stoke
Copy deadline for the August issue is 20 July please
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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We Need Volunteers …
Are you looking for a new challenge
and want to give something back to
your community? Oxfordshire South
and Vale Citizens Advice is looking for
volunteers to work in our friendly offices in Abingdon, Didcot, Henley
or Thame. We give people the knowledge and confidence they need to find
their way forward - whoever they are and whatever their problem. Last year, our
127 volunteers supported over 9,200 people. We were able to help four in five to
resolve their problems.

We are looking for people to fulfil a range of different roles:
advisors, receptionists, IT specialists trainers and HR administrators.
We would like you to be available for two sessions per week if
possible, either mornings or afternoon or a whole day. We offer a
rewarding, flexible and supportive working environment. If you would
like to make a contribution to your local community, gain new skills and meet
new people, please follow this link:
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale/volunteer/

….. And New Trustees
We are looking for new Trustees to join our Board. As well as those
with broad experience, we would particularly welcome applicants
with skills in governance or with a legal background. We encourage
applications from people of any age, background or identity and are
committed to equality and diversity.
We are a local charity providing free, confidential and independent
advice to help people in South Oxfordshire and the Vale of the White
Horse resolve their problems. The main issues people bring us
concern benefits, debt, employment, housing, relationship and
consumer problems. Following advice, four in five people are able to
resolve their problem and we help most to find a way forward. We
also use evidence to influence policies and practices that affect
people’s lives.
Trustees are asked to attend six Board meetings a year, held in the
evening at various locations. Each Trustee is encouraged to take an
interest in a particular aspect of the charity’s work. If you would like
to discuss this opportunity, please contact Jane Richardson, the
Chair, via jane.richardson@osavcab.org.uk or email
recruitment@osavcab.org.uk for an application form.
Darius Halpern
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Did You Know? …
…. how carefully the flow of water into the Thames is managed?
The River Thames is known the world over. It has been important
for the transportation of goods, grain, coal and people, to name a
few, throughout history. It’s still important for recreation but more
importantly, historically and now, it is vital for the water it supplies
to the vast number of people who live and work in the Thames
Valley, including London.
60% of the water in the Thames comes from groundwater, about
30% from other rivers and streams, and, wait for it, about 10% is
effluent! Water is taken from the Thames for public services but so
much is needed that in the Summer, when flow is reduced, the
environmental and amenity importance of the river could be
jeopardised.
A few decades ago, the amount of water taken from the river was
uncontrolled and this had some serious consequences. However,
recent systems of management enable the river flow to be
supported from reservoirs which are filled when the river flow is
high, typically in the winter.

The large reservoir at Farmoor is one of the important storage
reservoirs used for this purpose. Around Lambourn, there are 33
boreholes in the chalk which can supplement the river flow.
Elsewhere water is injected into the chalk aquifer which will
eventually seep down to the Thames.
It is very difficult to anticipate the requirements to keep the
Thames topped-up, especially since rainwater which has seeped
down may take hundreds of years to reach the river, but it is better
managed now than ever it was.
Robert Booth
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Early Days Round-Up
It has been a very busy month at
Early Days. We thoroughly enjoyed
our jubilee celebrations, with the
children decorating the nursery the
week before and then joining
together to celebrate. They all made
individual crowns to wear before
sitting down to a party tea. The
children have talked lots about their
party since - they have particularly
remembered the delicious cake
they had!
All the children at the nursery
have delighted in watching our
garden transformation: having a
digger to watch each day is very
exciting! The new garden now
has two separate areas that
have been tailored to the needs
of the children using them: there
is an area designed for our
youngest children and one suited to an older group,
with equipment to provide physical challenge and
exploration. It looks fantastic and the children are
looking forward to their first use in a few weeks.
We have visited the local woods on many occasions
and have recently made a fairy house to see if any
fairies would like to live there. We took a set of
small, very colourful wooden fairies to the woods to
play recently and were pleased to report the fairies
did seem to like their house. We have enjoyed
seeing all the wildflowers in the village and are
learning their names.
Our topic this month has been Animals and the
children have created some wonderful artworks
around this topic, including bear masks and some
gloriously coloured parrots. They have also been
learning about healthy eating and dental care,
exploring different fruits and vegetables, and
making their very own Crocodile Toothpaste. We
will now turn to thinking about our Summer
Holidays topic and practicing for our Sports Day and
graduation ceremony ... it will be a busy term
indeed!
Rebecca Fern
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Ipsden’s Jubilee Beacon
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Ipsden’s Jubilee Beacon
On Thursday 2 June 2022, members of the
Village Hall Committee arranged Ipsden’s
part in the nationwide lighting of beacons
at 9.45pm in the field opposite the church.
The field was opened some two hours
earlier and many villagers brought tables,
chairs, rugs and refreshments to join
together in what turned out to be a huge
and friendly gathering.

We reckon some 150 people turned out to
enjoy a chat, some food and drink, and
the sight and warmth of the massive

beacon (seen from as far afield, we gather, from Wittenham Clumps
and beyond). This was followed by an impressive quiet fireworks
display to end the evening. All of which was accompanied by
suitably patriotic music from the likes of Edward Elgar, Frederic
Handel, William Walton, Gustav Holst, Malcolm Arnold and Ralph
Vaughan Williams, plus some lighter and more recent popular stuff.

Many thanks are due to the Village Hall Committee for organising
such a great village event that many extolled as bringing out of the
best of life in this wonderful part of our country. In particular we
should thank Hamish Cassels for providing the music, and to him,
Steve Atkinson and Martin Small for setting up the beacon and
fireworks.
The beacon itself was such a monstrous accumulation of wood that it
evoked in my mind visions of Steve McQueen gathering unbelievable
armfuls of timber for shoring up the walls and roof of Tom, Dick and
Harry (for younger readers – please google “The Great Escape”!). I
have it on authority, however, that all the wood was collected quite
legally (so there is no need to run out and check your garden shed)
and the beacon fire had at its heart five dead pine trees. Thank you
to the Woodhouse Farm Partnership for the use of the field and to
Ipsden Parish Council for their financial contribution to the firework
display. And thanks to David Coldwell and Jade Bolton for capturing
the event so perfectly with photographs.
Peter Bennett
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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