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Lambing Ramblings” from Homer
As if to greet the lambs, bluebells (otherwise known as wild
hyacinths) started to bloom. Fragile green beech leaves appeared,
in places the branches forming a canopy over Homer Lane adding to
the beauty.
As last year, we were blessed
with good weather except at
times for a sharp wind. Giles
parked his trailer in Elizabeth's
paddock to offer shelter which
was more often than not taken
up by the ewes, the lambs
being too busy rushing around
playing "chase". A row of
trees also provided shelter,
which often the ewes
preferred.

Lambing generally went well
but we lost two lambs who
were very weak at birth and,
despite our efforts, could not
be saved. It is always very
upsetting to lose an animal in
this way but there was some
consolation that their mothers
had one lamb each to bring up.
One difficult lambing we had to
help with resulted in two
healthy lambs, a lovely sight to see the ewe busily licking them
despite her ordeal. After checking she had water and food we
quietly left them in peace returning later to see them all up and
about.
Triplets born to two ewes we brought to a paddock near the garden
to keep an eye on them and give the ewes extra dry food. Sheep
have two teats so more than two lambs can be a problem and often
have to be supplemented with a bottle of lamb formula. In this case
the ewes managed to feed them without any problems, the
youngsters soon eating mother's solid food so they have become
very strong and are growing well.
Continued on page 2
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Lambing Ramblings” (Continued)
Daisy, our sheepdog
(I use the term
loosely), remains
bemused by these
fluffy things that
make a peculiar
noise. They actually
tease her, poking
noses through gaps in
the fence and then
running away when
she goes to see
them. Another good
game is one where
they run one side of
the fence and her the
other. Although
games, we are very
aware that Daisy is
kept under control
when actually in the
same field as an
innocent game can
have serious
repercussions.
Daisy loves water
troughs, as have
some of our other
collies, but not to the
extent she
does. Whatever the
weather she jumps in
before whizzing round
in circles to jump out,
rushing round to get
dry. She recently lost
her favourite ball in
the trough and would
regularly look into the
mirky depths to see if
it was still
there. Eventually
deciding it was not
going to come out on
its own, she took the
plunge, retrieved it,
did her usual circle trick jumping out, triumphant.
We are very fortunate to have spent all these years living with and
looking after the animals who have shaped our lives, some real
characters which may become the subject of another “Ramble”.
Diana Jackson
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Early Days Round-Up
The children at Early Days have continued to learn about the
environment around them and how to take care of it, which is a
large part of our ethos here. The children marked World Bee Day by
collecting dandelions and buttercups to decorate a wooden bee with,
which was then placed in the bee garden that they had planted
together. We enjoyed toast and honey, and even played with a
pretend honeycomb, mixing nectar (flavoured water) and oil
together to make a pretend honey.
As part of Hedgehog Awareness Week, we talked about why we have
to keep hedgehogs safe and why they don't have as many safe
places anymore. Some of the children went on a walk to Braziers
Park, taking care to spot places where hedgehogs might like to stay
while the rest of the children got busy on the field looking for things
to help make a perfect Hedgehog House. The finished house looks
beautiful.
Our topic for
this month is
Transport
and because
there is
nothing more
exciting than
spotting a
train or a bus
when you're
three, this
month is so
far very
exciting! We
have been
talking about
Garrett Morgan and how he had a really good idea about how lights
could keep us safe. We painted our own traffic lights and even made
traffic light biscuits using Smarties. We have made our own bus,
which we chose the colours for ourselves: it has rainbows, glitter and
even a few spots on! We have taken it to all sorts of magical places
when playing with it in the garden and have even stopped it to repair
punctures and fill it up with petrol. We have enjoyed playing with
boats and water, learning how the water can make the boat move
faster, and have measured the distances our toy cars have been able
to cover when using ramps.
The children have also continued to care for their caterpillars, which
have now become chrysalides. They eagerly check their home each
day, hoping that there will be at least one butterfly waiting for them.
We shouldn't have to wait much longer and the children have
already had some discussions about where would be the best new
home for each butterfly! Next month our topic will be Animals: we
think the children might just enjoy themselves!
Rebecca Fern
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Goodbye and Good Luck, Hello and Welcome
It was all change at Ipsden’s much-loved village pub, the King
William IV, in May.
Andre and Pey McCowan, after 5 hardworking
years, are moving on a new life in Cornwall.
They gave a very well attended leaving party
outside the pub on a beautiful sunny spring
evening to say farewell to friends and their
many regular customers.
Covid and the endless-seeming lockdowns,
with all its stops and starts, did not deter
Andre and Pey. They bounced back and have
been busier than ever since fully reopening.
We will miss Andre’s delicious cooking, Pey’s
warmth and friendly smile, and of course
Pugsta, their cheeky pug. They have
generously contributed so much to our
community during their time here.
And now we can welcome Tommy and
Pamela, with the new landlord Ivan, and very
much look forward to the future of our pub
with them. There are rumours of pizzas,
BBQs …. All very exciting! Maybe we can
persuade them to contribute to our next
issue of The Window to tell us more? Watch
this space!
Heather Llewellyn

Queen’s Jubilee Beacons
On Thursday 2 June 2022, there will a
nationwide lighting of beacons at
9.45pm. The Ipsden Beacon will be in
the field opposite the church. The field
will be open all evening and you are
welcome to bring your own
refreshments, but please NO barbecues
and please take all rubbish home. After
the beacon, there will be a short ‘quiet’
firework display to end the evening.
Village Hall Committee

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Denny’s
Taster
I am holding a
watercolour taster
morning at the
Ipsden village hall
on Saturday 25
June from 10am to
1pm when we will
be painting loose
and lovely poppies
using easy
contemporary
techniques which
give gorgeous
results.
These sessions are a great opportunity for beginners to try their
hand at watercolour as well as for improvers to learn new
techniques ... all materials are provided.For more information
please check out my website www.dennywebb.com or phone me on
01491 680942 or email redkites1@gmail.com
Denny Webb

Queen’s Jubilee Lunch!
The Ipsden celebration for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee will be a
BBQ Lunch on Sunday 5 June at 12.30pm. It’s free to all and
everyone’s welcome!
Before the lunch there’s a special Thanksgiving Service in St Mary’s
church in ipsden at 11am with beautiful flower displays. Please do
join in to celebrate our wonderful Queen’s unique achievements.
The BBQ Lunch will be in a marquee in the field opposite the
church, and please bring your own chairs or rugs.
There’ll be live music and children’s face
painting too – many thanks to Aaron and
Aitch, and to Debbie for their support.
Soft drinks will be provided, but you’ll
need to bring your own booze!

Scene from the last
Jubilee lunch in 2012,
that year held in the
Long Barn at Ipsden
ipsden.window@gmail.com

Please reply to stmaryipsden@gmail.com
to book your place so that we know the
numbers to cater for. We do hope to see
you there!
Heather Llewellyn
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Pawfect Playdays! A Fun Dog Show
We have had a fantastic and exciting start to the year, opening our
doggy daycare at Ipsden’s previous air field. There was so much
fun-filled days had by all, with lots of learning and developing from
the youngest of pups, to confidence building for the older more
nervous of dogs. It’s wonderful to watch doggy etiquette being
taught and friendships
being built!
We have decided to hold
a Fun Dog Show to
celebrate our Queen’s
Jubilee! We hope to
raise a few pennies forpet blood bank, support
dogs & Oxfordshire
animal sanctuary.
We would love anyone to
come along either to see
the show or take part in
the fun, on Friday 3 June
from 11am until
3pm. There will be
plenty of cake, beverages
and a raffle!
Jade Bolton

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Library Books to Your Door
If you or someone you know are finding it difficult to get to the
library, the Home Library Service can help! Run by Oxfordshire
County Council, the service is completely free and delivers books
and other library materials to hundreds of people across the county.
Friendly volunteers choose items you like and visit every three
weeks to deliver and collect them.
The service is open to people who struggle to physically visit a
library. It’s also available on a short-term basis after illness or
hospitalisation, and to people with caring responsibilities.
Registering is easy, simply call your local library or the Home Library
Service on 01865 810259 or
email homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk. For more information
see www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homelibraryservice
Naomi Cooper

Music Returns to the Barn!
Perfect for a summer evening …
Please join us for Music at the Long
Barn, Ipsden, OX10 6AG, on Saturday
9 July from 6.30pm. We are very
grateful to Nick and Kate Miller for
generously allowing their beautiful old
barn (the longest Tythe barn in the
South of England!) for another of the
very successful and enjoyable
evenings of live music from local
performers.
There’ll be jazz, swing, rock’n’roll …
informal and fun! Everyone’s welcome
- bring a picnic, a bottle, chairs, rugs
and tables … and your friends and
family. But please, no BBQs.

After months of
lockdowns, crowds
gathered for a wonderful
evening of entertainment
last year!

Gates will be open from 6.30pm, and
there’s plenty of free parking too. The
tickets are only £7, children under 16
are free. All the proceeds are for the
ongoing maintenance of our lovely 12th
Century church St Mary’s in Ipsden.
More information from me,
heatherll2410@hotmail.com
Heather Llewellyn

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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School Holiday Activity Packs
Once again, I
am collecting
material for
holiday
activities for
the most
disadvantaged
children at New
Christchurch
Primary School
in Reading.
Many of these
children have
no paper,
pencils or books at home; there is very little green space and their
only pastime is the television. This time I'd like to make up individual
packs, to make distribution easier for the school.
If you have any paper (including wallpaper rolls), notebooks with
used pages torn out, pencils, colouring crayons, pencil-sharpeners or
erasers which you would like to donate, please would you put them
in the box in the porch at 2 Crabtree Cottages, Ipsden, OX10
6AQ. Books and games (please check that they are complete) are
also needed, but please no toys, clothes or sweets. The box will be
there from 3 June to the end of the month. Many, many thanks for
anything you can give.
Gillian Kelley

Please Support the Food Bank
The Food Bank has become increasingly busy as the cost of living
increases for everyone. We know it will become really serious from
April onwards when energy prices are scheduled to rise. This will
especially affect people who rely on Universal Credit, those in low
paid work, the elderly and the disabled in our community. ‘Choosing
between eating and heating’ will become a reality for many.
Breakfast cereal/porridge, tinned meat & fish, tinned fruit &
vegetables, tea & coffee, long life milk, toiletries of all kinds and
cleaning materials are always useful. Your donations really make a
difference to those in great need, so please do consider supporting
the Food Bank. There is a green collection box in the church porch
in Ipsden, and inside the church at North Stoke, which are both open
every day. For further information please contact me at
heatherll2410@hotmail.com
Thank you very much for your help.

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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From the Rectory: A Remarkable Woman
She is the longest reigning monarch in
British history.
She never went to university, but she
has been the adviser and confidante to
14 British prime ministers.
Even in her 90th year she still worked
over 40 hours a week.
She employs 1200 people but feeds her
own dogs.

She has had a gruelling travel and work
schedule for over 60 years, but as
political commentator Andrew Marr
pointed out: “There are no reliable
recorded incidents of the Queen losing her temper, using bad
language, or refusing to carry out a duty expected of her.”
In this her platinum jubilee year, is there a secret behind the
Queen's remarkable consistency of character and extraordinary
contribution to our nation, Commonwealth and the global
community? It is an answer she herself revealed in 2002. “I know
just how much I rely on my faith to guide me through the good
times and the bad. Each day is a new beginning. I know that the
only way to live my life is to try to do what is right, to take the long
view, to give of my best in all that the day brings, and to put my
trust in God. I draw strength from the message of hope in the
Christian gospel.”
As we take part in the Jubilee celebrations, we can look back with
gratitude to God for Her Majesty’s faithful service, which extends
right around the world, and we ask the Lord to bless her, and our
nation.
Whether we share Her Majesty’s faith or not, I hope we can all
agree that her contribution has been Christlike, in that it is modelled upon sacrificial
service. Her Majesty did not choose her
work, rather she inherited it. Her attitude
throughout her life has been to discharge her
responsibilities in ways that are generous
hearted, and in her service she has clearly
found joy of heart as she follows the
example of Christ her Lord.
God save our Queen!
Revd Canon Kevin Davies

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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View from the Vicarage
St Boniface from Crediton in Devon was the patron
saint of one of my favourite churches in Germany.
He was a man of considerable courage, strong faith
and charisma which fuelled his dutiful service to God
and the promotion of the Christian faith amongst the
Teutonic tribes. He is buried in Fulda (100
kilometres NE of Frankfurt in Hesse) and as the
“Apostle of Germany" remains one of the heroes of
the Church. He was martyred in AD 754 aged 74. St Boniface is
remembered each year on feast day, 5 June, which is also the day
when we will be holding our service of thanksgiving to mark our
beloved Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. All of us seem to be drawn
towards courageous, compassionate, joyful, humble, honest,
persevering, responsible, accountable, visionary people. It’s part of
our nature to be drawn to our heroes. It is fair to say that Queen
Elizabeth II is one of our country’s heroes.
When Sir Thomas Brock designed
and sculpted the Victoria Memorial
in 1901 (it’s outside Buckingham
Palace) he described the symbolism
of the monument as devoted to
"qualities which made our Queen so
great and so much beloved”
The golden Winged Angel of Victory
is featured at the very top of the
monument and crouched at her feet
are the allegorical figures of
Courage and Constancy. Courage
wears a helmet and bears a club,
while Constancy holds a ship’s
compass, and both have cloaks
swirling out in the breeze. Beneath
stand personifications of Justice,
Truth and Charity.
These virtues are widely
acknowledged as principles founded
by Queen Victoria in the Victorian
Age and are to this day carried forward by Queen Elizabeth II and so
remain today the core virtues to which our British nation aspires.
Surely this classic allegorical design incapsulates the personification
of both Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth II. God Save The
Queen.
Blessings all!

Canon John
01491 681100
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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June Church Opening and Services
Services in the churches continue on the 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of
the month, and on Zoom on the 2nd Sunday. The churches at Ipsden
and North Stoke open daily for visits and private prayer. When in
church please be Covid-aware.
Date

Ipsden

North Stoke
11am Matins (Village
Party at 2pm)

Sun 5 June

11am Special Platinum
Jubilee Service

Wed 8 June

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted)

Thurs 9 June

10.30am Holy Communion

Sun 12 June

10am Service of the Word Zoom Meeting Id 188
513 761 (Please wait to be admitted)

Wed 15 June

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted)

Sun 19 June

9.30am Holy Communion

Wed 22 June

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted)

Sun 26 June

9.30am Matins

Wed 29 June

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted)

11am Holy Communion

11am Matins

The annual meetings of the parish churches (APMs and APCMs)
have been held as follows and the PCC officers and members
assembled for the next year
St Mary’s Ipsden
19 April 2022
Churchwardens: David Kelley
and Clare Davis
Secretary: Gary Magill
Treasurer: Elaine Allen
Deanery Rep: Heather Llewellyn
Members: Gillian Kelley, Tammy
Nemeth, Susie Williams, Dilys
Beaumont (Deputy warden),
Damian Slack (Deputy warden)

ipsden.window@gmail.com

St Mary’s North Stoke
24 April 2022
Churchwarden: Tim Streatfeild
Secretary: Sandra Bull
Treasurer: Jackie Harris
Members: Charles Bowen,
Graham Stretch, Penny Merson,
Jon Harris (Deputy warden),
Anne Millsop
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Distribution of The Window
Ipsden and North Stoke PCCs are having to review the cost of
printing The Window and are considering various options, one of
which is to print the paper copy in black and white and keep the
colour version online. Any comments or suggestions would be most
welcome to ipsden.window@gmail.com Thanks to Heather
Llewellyn and the team for continuing to deliver paper copies to
homes in Ipsden, Mongewell and North Stoke. The Window is
available online on the Ipsden village website
www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk Some paper copies are held in Shirley’s
shop in Ipsden for individual collection.

Dates for Your Diary
Thurs 2 June

Ipsden Jubilee Beacon

See page 4

Fri 3 June

Fun Dog Show

See page 6

Sun 5 June

Ipsden Jubilee Lunch

See page 5

Wed 8 June

Ipsden Coffee Morning

Sat 25 June

Watercolour Taster Morning

See page 5

Sat 9 July

Ipsden Music at the Barn

See page 7

Ipsden Village
Lottery Winners
30 April

No winner

7 May

Heather Llewellyn

14 May

Clare Davis

21 May

John Blair

29 May

See next issue

Ipsden Village
Lottery Tickets

There are still numbers available
for the Ipsden Lottery, which
helps fund our Village Memorial
Hall. A ticket is £1 per week,
payable in 10-week blocks, with
the winning number worth £25
each week. The winning
number is the Saturday night
bonus ball number in the
National Lottery. If you are
interested in joining, please talk
to Shirley in the shop to arrange
payment and to choose your
number. Good luck!
Clare Davis

This newsletter is edited, published, printed and distributed
by the churches of Ipsden and North Stoke
Copy deadline for the July issue is 17 June please
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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