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Hildreds in Ukraine

As I type this, we're now on our way back to the Polish border after
a very emotionally heavy trip to Ukraine in April. We were part of a
17-vehicle convoy organized through a charity called Driving
Ukraine. Each vehicle was independently funded by each pair of
drivers and when Driving Ukraine raises enough funds they buy their
own and take those too.

The guy we handed our keys of the
Mitsubishi L200 full of aid materials
over to is codenamed

"tan" (pronounced Taan if memory
serves!). He is an incredible
individual who has been through a lot,
as I'm sure you can imagine after
three years of war. He was a military
man when the war started, he is
currently 33 years old. He took part
in the Battle of Antonov Airport at the
start of the invasion when the
Russians needed the airport to get
supply lines set up and troops in for a
rapid occupation. The Ukrainians
including Tait denied them that
opportunity. He was also injured for
the first time here on the 25
February; he showed me the picture
of the overalls he fought in; they had
half a dozen rips in the side that I
could only assume was from some
shrapnel from some form of explosives.

I quote from one from the Google translations Tan wrote out "but the
wound was not significant". He was also injured a year ago at a
similar level. He is originally from Bucha and his apartment was
occupied. He showed me pictures of his flat where the Russians
have uprooted everything to see what they could find. The only
serious damage done was to the front door to break in. He said they
took back the apartment not too long afterwards, I'm sure those who
follow what goes on our there closely is aware of the atrocities
committed in Bucha, so I've no doubt they've been well motivated
after liberation and discovery of what happened out there.

Continued on page 2
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Hildreds in Ukraine (Continued)

On Taii’s more routine deployments on the front line he told me
about more morbid details about how the Russians fair against
them, mainly how the Russians aren't supported properly or given
much thought when sent forward on what they would call 'meat
assaults'. I quote "every meter of land is difficult to get" and "there
are hundreds of Russian corpses”, referring to the sectors that his
unit defends. When I asked about what he would have done he said
"also in the war I found the best people who became like family to
me"

Tan also spoke to me about Stanislav (Stas). He told me a bit about
how he is part of the driving Ukraine team and how he lost his leg to
shelling in Bakhmut when a shell landed 5 meters from him during
Russian shelling at the front. He can't fight in a documented way
but he still returns to the front out of determination and courage
with a prosthetic leg. I quote Tan - "He returned to service, now he
also goes to Pokrovsk like a terminator with a prosthesis". So while
Stas isn't doing working with Driving Ukraine he goes back to
fighting at the front.

Tan gifted us a black and red flag with the Ukrainian trident, as a
token of gratitude for the truck, it's the same as the blue and yellow
Ukrainian national flag, but this one signifies the fallen, same as we
do with poppies. It was signed by the other members of his unit.
Tan is currently returning to a real hot spot of the frontline Pokrovsk
as I type this, as it was one of the stronger vehicles of the 17 that
were delivered. He asked for the smallest £ note we had signed by
both of us, and in return he then gave me the same in the Ukrainian
hryvnia signed by him.

Continued on page 3
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Hildreds in Ukraine (Continued)

We also went to the mayor's conference room for a talk about post
and current war recovery plans in terms of human cost/mental
health aspect of it all and plans for facilities that are going to be
constructed in the future. Another visit was a monastery where
they produced nearly all of their own food requirements from within
their own on-site farm.

The memorial was a particularly heavy moment with the number of
graves having expanded by at least a third, my Dad thought, since
his last visit. I saw a father and his daughter standing over a grave
of what I assume was his son saying prayers, which is a sharp
reminder to remember how lucky we are to live in times of peace a
luxury not afforded to all.

A note about Lviv
itself. It's a busy
city with much traffic
and many beautiful
historical buildings.
Still, there are also
many Soviet bloc
style apartment
blocks on the outer
parts of the city.
Very tidy and well-
kept, it's a very
pleasant city to be in
with some wonderful
architecture. Cafes
and restaurants are
all modern and
would not be out of
place on a Reading
or Oxford high-
street.

But it's unfortunately
hard not to notice
the missing
demographic of
males between 25-
60 on the streets, missing for obvious reasons. Many of those that
are there are either on leave or have injuries that exclude them
from service.

Thank you to all of you Ipsden residents who have given support for
this important trip.
Eddy Hildred
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John Allaway — 100 Not Out!

Congratulations to John Allaway, who celebrated his 100th birthday
in May. What a marvellous achievement by such a special, almost
life-long Ipsden resident, respected by all who know him.

John’s daughters
Sue and Diane,
sister Beryl and
other family
members
celebrated with him
on the 100th
birthday itself. On
the following
Saturday Sue and
Diane and their
families generously
hosted a wonderful
tea party in John’s
honour in Ipsden
Village Hall.

John, and

his

beloved

dog Bow, were at
the heart of the
party. John’s family,
including
grandchildren
travelling from
Cornwall and
elsewhere, had decorated the Hall with bunting and balloons, and
prepared a delicious tea. The family had also organised a display of
fascinating photos of John’s life: growing up initially in Checkendon
and then Ipsden with his parents and sisters Daphne and Beryl; his
service in the army when he joined up in WW2 and served in Italy;
his wedding to Frankie; and of course with his children and
grandchildren.

The Hall was packed with John’s wider family, neighbours, present
and past Ipsden residents, former colleagues and others who've
known John; all came to congratulate him. Everyone sang “Happy
Birthday” most heartily. It was a tribute to John that so many
people wanted to be there, and those who couldn’t join were very
much there in spirit, including one grandson and his great-
granddaughter.

John also had a card from the King and Queen, which he said he
didn’t want, but secretly hopefully he was delighted to receive. Sue
and Diane wanted to thank ‘everyone who helped make Dad’s
birthday such a special and memorable day’.

From John’s Friends and Neighbours in Ipsden
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VE Day at Ipsden

On VE Day, Thursday 8 May, some Ipsden residents gathered
around the War Memorial on the Mere to mark the two-minute
national silence for the 80™ anniversary of the end of World War II
in Europe. It was an impromptu but very meaningful gathering.
Thanks to Rev’d John Blair for reading out a few prayers from the
original VE Day service of 8 May 1945.

Susie Williams then read a poem, introducing it thus: I would like
to read this poem to you all on this historic day. It was written in
1943 by Leo Marks in memory of his girlfriend who died in a plane
crash. In 1944 it was given to Violet Szabo, a SOE /Resistance
operative, as her “"Coded Poem”. Poems were used by Operatives

to send coded messages. Violet was captured, tortured and killed.
The Poem depicts the importance of Love, which helps us to survive
War and Loss, and in the end it is really the only significant thing
that endures”.

The life that I have A sleep I shall have

Is all that I have A rest I shall have

And the life that I have Yet death will be but a pause.
Is yours.

For the peace of my years
In the long green grass

The love that I have Will be yours and yours and
Of the life that I have yours.

Is yours and yours and yours.

Thanks too to Wendy Conway and Steve Atkinson for putting up
the soldier silhouettes opposite Cross Farm to mark VE Day 80 so
that Ipsden residents and passers-by could see them.

Robin Hart
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Wendy’s Birds

It all started back in the summer when a scruffy-tailed hen pheasant
came into the garden. She pecked around under the bird feeders
for any spilt seed from the array of birds it entices into the garden.
Never really bothered by me just pottering around doing bits and
pieces, she just watched.

Over time she just got friendlier and more inquisitive, coming up on
the patio looking in through the glass doors. I started feeding her
little bits on the slabs, and soon she would even come and eat
straight from my hand.

It wasn’t long before she was joined by her very handsome
husband, the two of them just making themselves at home. Then,
the other day, I noticed her up on our wall which has planters on,
scratching around in a planter, never mind my plants!

I had a good idea what she was up to and soon enough I could see
she had made her nest in my planter together with one freshly laid
egg!

Then every other day, or sometimes every day, she laid another
egg. The nest was so visible to predators like magpies, who would
eat her eggs. I felt duty-bound to help her to shield them. I made
a makeshift cover over the planter, leaving her a way in and out,
and she seems quite content. At the time of writing this she has a
nest of 18 eggs, and still not sitting properly yet!

I will do my best to help her protect them in order they might hatch
out but, with nature as it is, the odds are stacked against her. It
would be lovely to post again in The Window a photo of lots of little
baby pheasants ..... time will tell.

Wendy Conway
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Homer's Sea of Gold

Thanks to Diana Jackson for sending us this photograph of Homer
farmland which was taken by Marta Guilar Lopez.

Buttercups are a large genus of flowering lants called "Ranunculus”.
They have yellow, shiny petals and grow wild in many places.
Buttercups are poisonous to eat for humans and cattle, but when
dry the poison is not active. There are up to 600 species in this one
genus with a wide variety of flower types. Amongst them are the
Meadow Buttercup (Ranunculus Acris).

People sometimes hold a fresh buttercup flower under the chin of a
friend or family member. If a yellow reflection from the flower's
shiny petals can be seen under the chin, the person is said to "like
butter". This custom is still sometimes taught to young children and
shows how buttercup petals reflect light.

Ducker’s Sea of Blue

Thanks to Siobhan Bennett for this photograph of Lacy Phacelia,
known as “Fiddleneck” and “Scorpion Weed” amongst a host of
other names, adjacent to the A4074.

Guy Hildred tells us “There are also some vetches coming later in
the season to hopefully keep the display going. This is a non-food
crop and is aimed at helping and generating pollinator species; once
seeded it encourages small birds. This should run for at least two
years, and maybe three if successful.

“It is the UK government getting their environmental schemes away
from the EU rules following Brexit. Personally, I think it has been a
success, but of course they have run out of money and so the
scheme has effectively been stopped to new entrants and has been
thrown in to uncertainty. The field belongs to the Ducker family at
Little Stoke, where there are some other fields in the same
scheme”.
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Evening Song Walk

On Saturday 3 May, the clouds lifted in time for a sunny Evening
(bird) Song walk. Twenty people from Ipsden, North Stoke, Goring
and Wallingford gathered at Woodhouse Farm for a welcome drink
and nibbles. After a brief introductory talk we set off across the
farm, stopping at strategic points to look and listen. Robin Hart
showed us recent developments on the farm particularly hedge and
tree planting, including 19 elms, while Emma and Gary sought out
birds and other flora and fauna.

Yellowhammers showed and sang (“little bit of bread and no
cheese”) very well and singing supporters included Corn Bunting,
Blackbird, Chaffinch and migratory warblers such as Blackcap. We
also examined Processionary Moth caterpillars, a Badger sett and
watched two Brown Hares at sunset. A total of £365 was raised
which was donated in aid of Ipsden church and specifically the
forthcoming redecoration works.

Gary & Emma Magill
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Mothering Sunday Posies

A cheerful group of women from St Mary the Virgin in Ipsden
gathered in the garden of Susie Williams to create beautiful posy
bouquets. They prepared around thirty bouquets to share, a
tradition symbolic of how the nurturing of a mother can produce
beautiful fruits.

So, to thank our mothers and grandmothers for their love and

contribution to our community, the bouquets were passed to all the

women at the church service at St Mary’s on Mothering Sunday.
Rachel Bast

Easter Sunday

A merry congregation of over 20 gathered at St Mary’s, Ipsden, for
the Easter Sunday service led by our wonderful Vicar, Rev’d. John
Blair. We prayed for peace and for our families and friends, with a
bit of help of inspiration from Lord of the Rings! Some good Easter
hymns gave us all an appetite for coffee and cake at the end of the
service.

We are lucky to have such a friendly and supportive community in
Ipsden, many give of their time and ideas to keep the village going
as a very happy place to live.

Do come to church sometimes just for a sit down at least, church
services and attendance is on the up according to recent statistics!
Everybody is welcome and you get a free flower display and coffee
and cake as a bonus!

Susie Williams
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Dates for Your Diary

Sat 7 June Watercolour Taster See page 15
Sun 8 June North Stoke Open Gardens |See page 15
Wed 11 June Ipsden Coffee Morning

Sat 21 June Denny’s Outside Painting See page 15
Sat 28 June Watercolour Taster See page 15
Wed 9 July Ipsden Coffee Morning

Sat 9 August Music at the Barn See page 15

Ipsden Village Lottery Winners

26 April Kate Miller 17 May John Allaway
3 May Gillian Kelley 24 May See next issue
10 May J Plaisted 31 May See next issue

Ipsden Village Lottery Tickets

There are numbers available for the Ipsden Lottery, which helps

fund our Village Memorial Hall. A ticket is £1 per week, payable in

10-week blocks, with the winning number worth £25 each week.

The winning number is the Saturday night bonus ball nhumber in the

National Lottery. If you are interested in joining, please talk to

Shirley in the shop to arrange payment and to choose your number.
Clare Davis

Distribution of The Window

Thanks to Vaughan Williams and the team of volunteers who give up
their spare time to deliver paper copies to homes in Ipsden,
Mongewell and North Stoke. The Window is available online on the
Ipsden village website and some paper copies are held in the Ipsden
shop for individual collection.

This newsletter is edited, published, printed and distributed
by the churches of Ipsden and North Stoke. The copy
deadline for the next issue will be 20 June please.
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June and July Church Services

The churches at both Ipsden and North Stoke are open daily during
daylight hours for visits and private prayer

Date Ipsden North Stoke
9.30am .
Sun 1 June Holy Communion 11am Holy Communion
5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
Wed 4 June (Please wait to be admitted)
Sun 8 June 10am Service of The Word. Zoom Meeting Id
“Pentecost” 188 513 761 (Please wait to be admitted)
5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
Wed 11 June (Please wait to be admitted)
Sun 15 June 9.30am

Trinity Sunday

Holy Communion 11am Holy Communion

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129

Wed 18 June (Please wait to be admitted)
Sun 22 June 9.30am 11am Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer
5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
Wed 25 June (Please wait to be admitted)
10.30am Team Service for the Feast of St Peter
Sun 29 June & St Paul at Checkendon
5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
Wed 2 July (Please wait to be admitted)
Sun 6 Jul 9.30am 11am Holy Communion
Y Holy Communion y
5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
Wed 9 July (Please wait to be admitted)
10am Service of The Word. Zoom Meeting Id
Sun13July 1388513 761 (Please wait to be admitted)
5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
Wed 16 July (Please wait to be admitted)
Sun 20 July 9.30am . 1iam Holy Communion
Holy Communion
5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
Wed 23 July (Please wait to be admitted)
Sun 27 July 9.30am 11am Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer
Wed 30 July 5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129

(Please wait to be admitted)
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View from the Vicarage

Walking in Faith

The journey through life is
filled with wonder,
challenges, broken hearts,
extreme highs and lows,
celebrations, special
moments and memories that
define our experience as
humans. It is these events,
planned or unexpected, that
impact our travels and define
our purpose. The most
successful people will tell you
that the process of
accomplishing something is
far more valuable than the
end result. You learn much
more from all your
experiences and encounters
than you do from arriving at
the destination.

Ultimately, the process is the
greatest reward. The
sweetest moments come when you realize that you have attained
the final goal because of everything you have experienced. You look
back on the mistakes, the challenges, and everything you had to
endure — but you also celebrate the fact that you faced your
problems head-on. Your journey through life is what makes you
human.

June marks the beginning of longer days, warmer evenings, and a
deep anticipation of summer’s fullness. It's a season that mirrors
our spiritual journey — one of growth, light, and trust in God'’s
unfolding plan, even when the path isn't entirely clear. In Proverbs
3:5-6, we read: "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not
on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to Him, and He
will make your paths straight”, words which encourage us to
surrender our worries, doubts, and fears to God. Trusting in Him
doesn’t mean we will always have answers — it means believing that
He holds the answers.

Much like the disciples who followed Jesus, our faith journey is one
of stepping forward, sometimes into the unknown. Peter, when
called to walk on water, had to take that first step beyond his fear,
knowing that Jesus was his anchor. So often, we hesitate because
we want certainty, but faith is about confidence in God’s promises,
even when circumstances seem uncertain.

June is also a time of visible growth in nature — flowers bloom, trees

flourish, and the world seems alive with colour and beauty.
Continued on page 13
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View from the Vicarage (Continued)

This serves as a reminder that God nurtures growth in our hearts
too. Like seeds planted in fertile soil, our faith deepens when we
choose to trust Him daily.

In challenges, God refines us, shaping us to reflect His love more
fully. Perhaps this month calls us to trust in new ways—trusting
God with unanswered prayers, trusting Him in transitions, or
trusting Him to provide strength in trials. When we place our faith
in Him, we experience the peace that surpasses understanding
(Philippians 4:7).

As we move forward into this month, let us embrace the call to walk
confidently in faith. Whether through acts of kindness, moments of
prayer, or extending grace to those around us, every step taken in
faith is a step toward reflecting God’s love in the world. May we
find assurance in His presence, knowing that =
wherever He leads, His grace goes before us.

Road Closures Notice

Oxfordshire CC has confirmed that there are going to be road
closures for the installation of fibre ducting as follows:

e From 23/07/25 to 01/08/25 - On the Ipsden to Crowmarsh
road for a short distance northwards from the junction with the
road to Hailey

e From 05/08/25 to 13/08/25 - On the road through Newtown

The work will be carried out by MKJ Group Ltd on behalf of
Gigaclear Ltd for them to build a full fibre broadband network. MKJ
has confirmed that access to and from residential properties will be
maintained but at times access may be slightly delayed.

All residents affected will receive a letter with information about the
road closure work and contact details closer to the date. Diversion
signing will be in place for through traffic.

Ipsden Parish Council
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Early Days Round-Up

In May our theme was flowers and minibeasts. The children have
been planting sunflower seeds, watering them as we watch for signs
of growth. We have had a flower shop in the outdoor classroom and
flower play in the sand.

The older children, Owls and Owlets, have been looking at core
stories “Find Antony Ant “and “The Very Busy Spider”. These stories
are great for joining in repeated phrases and recognising rhymes.

Outdoors, they have been on bug hunts, using magnifying glasses.
Inside they have taken turns playing the Incy Wincy Spider game,
developing scissor skills cutting ant trails, making minibeasts out of
playdough, putting the correct number of spots on ladybirds and
making minibeast artwork.

M—~—-~‘b."——~~
' puruno Junadsabuid paghipol

We also celebrated VE day by making flags and cakes. Owls are
getting active practising for our Sport’s Day. Races will include an
obstacle race, a watering the plants race and a dressing up race.

The Squirrels Chalet group have been exploring houses and homes.
They have been looking at photographs of their homes, listening to
the “Three Little Pigs” with the puppet characters, making collage
houses out of sticks and exploring animal homes.

The Hedgehogs baby group have been investigating different
construction materials, building towers and sensory play with diggers
and dumpers. The older babies have been using hammers to find the
building blocks in ice.

Next month the nursery theme will be Transport.
Tracey Webb
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Music is Back at the Barn

Once again there will be live music on a summer’s evening in the
courtyard of the beautiful eighteenth-century barn at Ipsden Farm,
on Saturday 9 August from 6pm until 9pm (gates will open at
5.30pm). Bring your own picnics (please no BBQ’s) and drinks,
blankets or chairs, and come and relax and enjoy a varied
programme of acoustic music by local musicians and singers.
Tickets £8 for adults at the gate and in advance from Ipsden Village
Shop. Under 16s are free. Tickets are also available at £9 via
Ticketsource__ https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/pcc-of-ipsden-
entertainment-committee There will be free parking for those
attending at Ipsden Farm, The Street, Ipsden, OX10 6AG

Kate Moberly

Denny Webb’s Workshops

There are lots of lovely painting workshops in Ipsden this month
which are suitable for all abilities. On Saturday 7 June we will be
enjoying a full day of painting poppies and daisies inspired by Van
Gogh, using contemporary watercolour techniques.

On Saturday 21 June you can join me for a morning of painting
outdoors in the glorious Ipsden countryside, just bring your
preferred media, a fisherman’s chair and a flask of coffee and enjoy
the endorphins of painting in nature. On Saturday 28 June I am
offering a watercolour taster morning painting coastal hideaways
inspired by Cornwall and the Scilly Isles.

Courses are held at Ipsden village hall or at my studio in Crabtree
Corner, all materials are supplied, but not for the outdoors session.
For full details and to book online please check out my

website www.dennywebb.com You can contact me by email

at redkitesl1@gmail.com or phone me on 01491 680942/07827
581363.

Denny Webb

North Stoke’s Open Gardens

North Stoke Village Hall Committee is very much looking forward to
welcoming visitors to our Open Gardens event on Sunday 8 June,
from 2pm until 5.30pm. Three are large gardens, one with a river
frontage, two gardens edge the spring-fed lake and others are
cottage gardens. There will be an opportunity to meet the garden
owner and ask questions. A visit to our historic village church may
be added. Relax with tea and cake in the Village Hall and visit our
art and crafts stallholders in the Village Hall garden. All proceeds to
North Stoke Village Hall. Plant sales and an array of stalls will be in
the Village Hall garden. Entry costs £7.00 on the day, cash or card,
accompanied children under 14 free.

Angela Stanton
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Ipsden’s Garden of Remembrance

I am happy to update you on the Garden of Remembrance project
at the churchyard at St Mary’s, Ipsden. We have had a few
meetings, which always seem to bring up things we need to
consider to tick all the relevant boxes, but we are making progress!
For easier access by any future visitors who might visit the garden,
we have decided to locate it at the front of the Churchyard, to the
right as you enter through the gate, as shown in the photograph.

Our plan is to have a nice stone trough planter with various plants,
together with a plaque to denote the start of the Garden of
Remembrance. Beyond this will then be a peaceful garden created

with the use of plants/bulbs and adding further items like another
bench etc as funds allow. It is also hoped in the future, once we
have applied for a Faculty from the Diocese of Oxford, that it would
be a place where ashes could be buried.

We are keen to get going with this project, as it's something we feel
will enhance the churchyard and hopefully be appreciated and used.
To enable us to proceed we do need to raise some funds, so again a
big “Thank You” to Shirley for agreeing to have a donation box in
the shop for the Garden Of Remembrance. Any donations you can
contribute would be so appreciated, and we will try to find ways to
fundraise as well.

It’s not too late to come on board to offer any help and ideas, you
would be so welcome to join us. Please contact me if you can help

in any way wendyconway2000@yahoo.co.uk
Wendy Conway
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