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Did You Know?
Last month I described how the Chiltern hills were formed by
compressive forces from North Africa. The continuous line of hills
that formed now presented a barrier to the rivers that were flowing
southwards. As a consequence, the rivers diverted to the eastwards
and the early Thames river headed off towards (the present) Ipswich
and the Wash. This was all about 30 million years ago.
I also described how the deposits laid down in the most recent 50
million years have been largely removed by erosion and that one
culprit has undoubtedly been as a result of glaciation to the north of
us.
In the most recent 500,000 years our area has experienced six or
seven periods of glaciation. Each glaciation event is characterised
by cyclical periods of bitterly cold conditions when thick layers of ice
form, followed by periods when the ice melts as temperatures rise
(at times to higher average temperatures than we have now).
Conditions then get cooler in preparation for the next ice age. Each
cycle lasts about 50,000 years. A reasonable conclusion from the
geological history is that we are currently in an interglacial period
and that in about 20,000 years Ipsden may be in the middle of
another ice age!

What the ice front 20 miles north of Ipsden might have looked like
Continued on page 2
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Did You Know? (Continued)
So, you might ask “how does this fit in with global warming?! Well,
global warming, and cooling, is a natural phenomenon. The
geological record clearly shows this and there have been five
periods in geological history when dramatic climatic and
environmental changes have been so great as to cause mass
extinctions.
So global warming is not unusual and it has not always been manmade. The current rate of change in global warming is higher than
might be expected and is probably man-made. But whilst a concern
in the context of Man, my guess is that it is unlikely to change the
unstoppable course of geological history; it is all about timescales,
so my conclusion is that it is likely to get cold again in Ipsden. Tell
me in 22021 if I'm wrong!
One of the periods of glaciation resulted in a sheet of ice up to
2,000m thick which covered most of Britain, the North Sea and
Scandinavia. This particular ice sheet came as far south as
Aylesbury. The glaciers heading south of the ice sheet, laden with
rocks and boulders, effectively blocked the course of the poor old
Thames.
A huge lake developed over the Oxford area because the river had
been dammed, being trapped to the north by ice and to the south
by the Chilterns. Eventually the ever-growing lake found a
weakness in the Chilterns at Goring and eroded the soft chalk there
to establish a new course for the Thames and to drain the lake.

Ipsden in 20,000
years time?

In the December issue I’ll cover how the periods of glaciation have
sculpted the landscape around us.
Robert Booth
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Handcraft Sale … and Support Hens Too!
Fiona Hayward and Felt-maker Gwen are returning to Ipsden
Village Hall in November to display and sell the items they have
been busy crafting during lockdown and beyond. There will be
quilts, wall hangings, sculpted felt hats, silk and felt scarves, bags,
aprons, and many more items all hand made. There will also be
some up-cycled upholstered furniture. In addition, they are hoping
you will be inspired to make your own things and will have some
haberdashery items on sale to help get you started.

Come along and make a start to your Christmas shopping by
buying something unique and hand-made, or just treat yourself.
There will be tea and cakes on sale with profits going to the British
Hen Welfare Trust; the Trust rescues battery chickens and
rehomes them.

The sale is on Friday 19, Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 November
from 10am to 6pm each day.
Fiona Hayward
Since 2005, the British Hen Welfare
Trust has been saving and re-homing
commercial laying hens throughout
the United Kingdom. Working closely
with leaders in the egg industry, the
BHWT designed and developed the
existing rehoming model, and to date
they have re-homed over 800,000
hens. British Hen Welfare Trust
(bhwt.org.uk)
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Ipsden Village Coffee Mornings Return!
It was great to be
back in Ipsden
Village Memorial
Hall, for our
popular monthly
coffee morning has
restarted after the
lockdown
intervened in April
last year.
Fresh coffee and
tea, with
homemade cakes
and biscuits, were much appreciated amidst conversation, laughter
and general catching up after a very long time apart during Covid19. The coffee mornings – free and open to everyone – are on the
second Wednesday of each month, from 10am- 11.30am, so please
put these dates in your diary:
Wednesday, 10 November
Wednesday, 8 December (a “Christmas Special”)
The collection box for the Food Bank, which we support, will be
available if you would like to donate a tin or a packet. Thank you
very much. The collection box is available in the church porch at
other times.
If you would like more information, or know of anyone who would
like a lift, please contact me, Heather Llewellyn, on 01491 680718.
We look forward to seeing you soon!

Heather Llewellyn

Crowmarsh Community Café
The next Crowmarsh Community Café is
on Saturday 13 November from 10.30am
until 12.30pm. All are welcome in
Crowmarsh Village Hall on the 2nd
Saturday in the month. We provide
homemade cakes, tea and coffee and any
donations will go to the running of the
Crowmarsh church. We look forward to
seeing you.
Mary Ruston
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Christmas Activities Appeal

An enormous “thank you” to everyone who has donated so far to the
Christmas activities appeal for New Christchurch Primary School,
Reading.
It is a school with a mixed catchment - there are children of
university postgraduate students and staff from the Royal Berks, and
then about half come from deprived homes, where there is no spare
money for paper, pencils or anything which would help the children
to develop at home.
The summer holiday collection was huge and helped quite a large
proportion of the children who needed it, but now we need more for
the Christmas holidays:

•
•
•

plain and lined paper, either loose or in exercise books
pencils, crayons, pencil sharpeners, erasers

puzzle books and old rolls of wallpaper, which give enormous
scope for drawing

•

books for 5 to 11 year olds would be great, too, as well as jigsaw
puzzles and games (please check that they are complete)
Things do not need to be new, just in reasonable condition, and if a
puzzle book has been started, the used pages can be cut out.
Please, no toys, clothes or sweets.
There is a lidded plastic box in our porch where donations can be left
until 1 December at 2 Crabtree Cottages, Ipsden, OX10 6AQ. Every
little thing helps - thank you.
Gillian Kelley
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View from the Vicarage:

Remembrance
In 1921 there were 2 million people unemployed. Over six million
men had served in the war - 725,000 never returned. Of those who
came back, 1.75 million had suffered disability and half of these were
permanently disabled. The suffering took many forms; from the
effect of a war wound on a man's ability to earn a living and support
his family, to a war widow's struggle to give her children an
education.
The Legion was formed on 15 May 1921 with the amalgamation of
four other associations: The National Association of Discharged
Sailors and Soldiers (1916), The British National Federation of
Discharged and Demobilized Sailors and Soldiers (1917), The
Comrades of The Great War (1917) and The Officers' Association
(1920). The main purpose of the Legion was straightforward: to care
for those who had suffered as a result of service in the Armed Forces
during the Great War.
By the time of the Legion's formation in 1921, the tradition of an
annual Two Minute Silence in memory of the dead had been
established. The first ever Poppy Appeal was held that year, with the
first Poppy Day on 11 November 1921. The Legion was awarded its
Royal Charter in 1925
Two ladies are associated with Poppy Day. An American called Moina
Michael and the Frenchwoman Anne Guerin, who worked together in
America, Canada and Australia to establish the practice of selling
poppies to raise money for the relief of those who had suffered from
the war. Moina Michael was so inspired by McCrae’s poem In Flandes
Fields that she wrote her own poem “We Shall Keep The Faith”.
Anne met Earl Haig 1921 to explain her work and as a result, both
the poppy as a symbol and the Poppy Day were accepted, just as the
first Remembrance Day was held on 11 November 1921.
Continued on page 7
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View from the Vicarage (Continued)
We Shall Keep The Faith
Oh! you who sleep in Flanders Fields,
Sleep sweet – to rise anew!
We caught the torch you threw
And holding high, we keep the Faith
With All who died.
We cherish, too, the Poppy red
That grows on fields where valour led;
It seems to signal to the skies
That blood of heroes never dies,
But lends a lustre to the red
Of the flower that blooms above the
dead
In Flanders Fields.
And now the Torch and Poppy Red
We wear in honour of our dead.
Fear not that ye have died for naught;
We'll teach the lesson that ye wrought
In Flanders Fields.
Scarlet corn poppies grow naturally in conditions of disturbed earth
throughout Western Europe. The destruction brought by the
Napoleonic wars of the early 19th Century transformed bare land into
fields of blood red poppies, growing around the bodies of the fallen
soldiers. They flourished again after the carnage of WW1.
The Importance of Remembrance
“Show me the manner in which a nation or
community cares for its dead and I will
measure with mathematical exactness the
tender sympathies of its people, their
respect for the law of the land and their
loyalty to high ideals.”
William Ewart Gladstone

People who deal with death every day, professional caregivers such
as hospice, grief counsellors, clergy and medical practitioners have
long understood the importance of remembrance. It is an
established principle that helps heal, so we can go on living our lives
in meaningful ways.
Continued on page 8
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View from the Vicarage (Continued)
There are many reasons to celebrate and mourn the life of a loved
one, but for many, these six things sum up why remembrance is
important:

•
•
•
•
•
•

To acknowledge the reality of death
To acknowledge the emotions associated with the death
To acknowledge that the relationship with the person who died
has shifted from physical presence to memory
To acknowledge changes in personal self-identity
To ponder and search for new meaning in life
To receive the loving support of remaining family and friends

Sadness at the loss of a loved one may never entirely go away, but
remembrance lives on
The desire to be remembered lives within our genetic makeup. It is
the age-old reason people carve their initials in trees, place their
hands in cement, and chalk their names on rocks. They want to
leave their mark. They want to be remembered.
But for the living, the real marks they leave are the ones they’ve left
on us. A hug. A smile. A timely word of advice. We want to
remember those we’ve loved and lost, not only for them, but also as
importantly for ourselves, to mend, to heal, to live, and never to
forget.
Remembrance
We talk openly of life.
Of the joyful times we had.
And the joyful times we will have together.
Death gives no joy.
It has no voice.
We have muted it because there are no more
times to have together.
While the remembrance of death is painful,
the remembrance of those who lived,
those we loved, is joyous.
They have left footprints implanted in our minds,
in our hearts, and in the very essence of our being
that shall remain forever.
Death is sad.
Remembrance is not.
So let us remember their lives.
Forever.
Patrick Cunningham
Continued on page 9
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View from the Vicarage (Continued)
Kindness
I couldn’t fail to be moved by the tributes to Sir David Amess MP
that came from all sections of society, and particularly from the
House of Commons where people spoke so eloquently about his
kindness. Research is showing that people who are kind and
compassionate are more satisfied with their lives, have better
physical and mental health, and have stronger relationships. Being
kind and compassionate can help other people, and make you feel
good too. So our nation has been celebrating a life well lived,
though lost in such horrific circumstances.
We all feel good when someone is kind to us. This is especially true
for those who are vulnerable, like people who are recovering from a
mental illness like depression, or who are learning to live with
dementia, or who have an addiction. Kindness is vital to the human
existence and is an important value to harness.
Kindness is being
friendly, generous, and
considerate to others
and yourself, and it
often requires courage
and strength, because it
involves the willingness
to celebrate and give
attention to someone
else, including giving
honest feedback when
doing so is helpful to
the other person.
Kindness involves
behaving in a
compassionate way and
is not a replacement for
avoiding difficult
conversations or standing up for yourself.
The Old Testament, from Moses to the rebuilding of Jerusalem, tells
of God's loving kindness being constant across generations. God's
steadfast love, because it is part of God's character, will never
change. He will always show loving kindness, "for His steadfast love
endures forever" (Psalm 136)
God’s is a committed love that shows mercy, forgiveness,
redemption, favour, and grace toward the one to whom it has been
promised. Psalms tell us how we can call upon God's steadfast love
when we need forgiveness, when we need to be delivered from
troubles and when we need assurance of His promises.
Continued on page 10
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View from the Vicarage (Continued)
And the Biblical stories of Jesus overflow with acts of kindness.
These acts almost read like a language in and of themselves and if
we look under a blanket of kindness, we find Jesus speaking love,
joy and healing. It is where we find Jesus touching lives and making
differences. Consider how he has impacted the world with such a
gentle force that we can still see the fruit of his kindness today.
Acts of kindness and compassion
• Bring you happiness
• Bring happiness to others
• Improve relationships
• Enhance mental and emotional well-being
• Release feel-good hormones
• Ease anxiety
• Reduce stress
• Are good for your heart
• Can help you live longer
• Can prevent illness
• Can slow down the ageing process
The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding
in love. (Psalm 103:8)

Blessings all!

Canon John
In Lieu of Church Collections
You can make a financial contribution to one of our churches online
via the Langtree Team website. You can also make online payments
to: North Stoke PCC 20-01-09 10726400 or Ipsden PCC 30-99-03
00153548.

And Garden Waste Collections Return!
The normal garden waste collection schedule in South Oxfordshire
will resume on 1 November and so from that day onwards,
customers can put their brown garden waste bins out on their
normal collection day in their recycling week every fortnight. This
first week back to fortnightly collections coincides with the
scheduled Extra Garden Waste Week so garden waste customers are
entitled to put out one extra bin’s worth of garden waste that week
too.
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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November Church Opening and Services
Services in the churches continue on the 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of
the month. The churches at Ipsden and North Stoke are open daily
for visits and private prayer. When in church, please be Covid-aware,
sanitise and scan your QR code upon arrival. The last is optional but
helpful.

Date

Ipsden

North Stoke

Sun 31 Oct

10.30am Team Service at Whitchurch-on-Thames

Sun 31 Oct

4pm “In Loving Memory” at St Leonard’s, Woodcote
10.30am All Saints’ Day
Holy Communion

Mon 1 Nov
Tue 2 Nov

6.30pm All Souls’ Day
Holy Communion

Wed 3 Nov

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id = 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted)

Sun 7 Nov

9.30am Holy Communion 11am Holy Communion

Wed 10 Nov

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id = 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted)

Thur 11 Nov

10.30am Midweek
Eucharist

Sun 14 Nov

10.45am Service of Remembrance at North Stoke
10.30am Midweek
Eucharist

Wed 17 Nov
Wed 17 Nov

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id = 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted)

10.30am Midweek
Eucharist

Thur 18 Nov
Sun 21 Nov

10am Service of the Word. Zoom meeting Id = 188
513 761 (Please wait to be admitted)

Wed 24 Nov

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id = 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted)

Sun 28 Nov

9.30am Matins

ipsden.window@gmail.com

11am Matins
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Cholsey Repair Café

…

… Will again be in full swing on Saturday 20
November at the Cholsey Pavilion, between 11am
and 1.45pm. Help and advice on repairing your
broken items is available free, although we
appreciate a donation towards our operating costs if
we succeed. Our sharpening service is especially
popular but we can tackle all manner of household
equipment and furniture, toys, gadgets, bicycles
and textiles. Please note: hall rules currently
stipulate that you enter through the fire doors
facing the recreation ground. We provide basic anti-Covid
precautions but attendance is at our customers' own risk.
Ian Wheeler

Dates for Your Diary
Wed 10 November

Ipsden Coffee Morning

See page 4

Sat 13 November

Crowmarsh Community Café

See page 4

Fri—Sun 19-21 Nov

Handcraft Sale

See page 3

Sat 20 November

Cholsey Repair Café

See above

Ipsden Village
Lottery Winners
25 Sept

No Winner

2 October

Lottie Rundall

9 October

Tim Elvin

16 October

Maria Longden

23 October

Elaine Allen

30 October

See next issue

Ipsden Village
Lottery Tickets

There are still numbers
available for the Ipsden Lottery,
which helps fund our Village
Memorial Hall. A ticket is £1
per week, payable in 10-week
blocks, with the winning number
worth £25 each week. The
winning number is the Saturday
night bonus ball number in the
National Lottery. If you are
interested in joining, please talk
to Shirley in the shop to arrange
payment and to choose your
number. Good luck!
Clare Davis

This newsletter is published and distributed by the churches of
Ipsden and North Stoke
Copy deadline for the December issue is 19 November
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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