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Wishing all our readers a very Merry Christmas and
a Happy and Prosperous New Year
The Farm in Autumn
In spite of it being the fifth wettest October since 1862 we managed
to get all the crops in the ground that we were hoping to. This is in
no small part down to our staff working very long hours when the
weather relented and allowed us back into the fields. If we have
disturbed anyone then please accept our apologies and we all hope
that it will not be necessary for several years to come.
The crops are all enjoying this extended warm weather and are
growing rapidly which is good for root development, but the warmth
also encourages disease-transmitting aphids to colonise the young
plants. We are carefully monitoring numbers and hope that a good
hard frost will resolve the problem naturally.
With the arable crops now more or less safe until the Spring, our
attention turns to the Ipsden sheep, which are now being moved
from the grass paddocks onto the
stubble turnips around the church.
Stubble turnips provide a cheap
source of winter forage that would
otherwise have to be supplied by
expensive hay or silage. They create
a good source of organic matter to
enrich the arable soils as well as
protecting the grass pastures from
over-grazing. In extreme cases over
-grazing leads to poaching and
health problems, and the attention of
DEFRA.
A lot of these sheep could be described as refugees. They are from
areas of the country that do not have land dry enough to over-winter
large numbers, such as Wales and Dartmoor. Most of them will be
fattened for slaughter but about one quarter (all females) will be
separated and put to the ram for breeding. After that, they will be
returned to where they came from, in our case Wales or Ipsden. The
rams will be going into the female part of the flock in the next few
days so that, in 147 days, new life will appear as the Spring weather
warms up.
Guy Hildred
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Caption Competition Winners
This photograph, with the
Berkshire Downs in the
distance, was taken up the
hill from Hailey and shows
breeding ewes coming up
to two years old on
Woodhouse Farm land in a
field known as “Lovers’
Patch”. In last month’s The
Window, we asked readers
to suggest a caption for the
photograph. Multiple
entries were permitted,
there was no age limit and family entries were welcome. Thank you
to all those who took part. And thank you to our judges, Anne and
Steve Atkinson, who chose their best entries without knowing who
had submitted them. This is their selection, in no particular order,
which we hope you will enjoy:
“Ok gals, hide and seek it is. I’ll count to 100 then I’m coming ready
or not!”
“Right girls. This is it. This is our moment. This is our time. Deep
breaths. On the count of three. One, two, three - “The hills are alive
with the sound of moussaka”. Minced beef variety obviously!!”
“When Ewe suddenly realise you're the only one who heard the
sheep dog.”
“So? We're all one household!”
“The interesting thing about sheep puns is the SHEAR volume of
them.”
“Hello! Is that you Dolly? Your face looks familiar.”
And just a big WELL DONE to the following: the Coldwell family,
David & Gillian Kelley and the Crabtree Residents Past and Not So
Past (no, I haven’t heard of them either!). Everyone else can find
consolation in the knowledge that they did not miss out on a car, a
cruise, a Christmas hamper, not even a bottle of wine, for this time
there were no prizes!

Signs of Ipsden’s Autumn from David Coldwell
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An Average Dog Walk in Ipsden
It was a warm Autumn morning in Ipsden. My mum and I were
having a great and amazing walk with Dudley and Dolly, our two
dogs. We love taking them out for walks and exploring the area.
They both love sniffing around especially up near Braziers Park
which is where we were heading. We saw lots of wildlife that
morning, especially birds, and the trees were a lovely bright red. I
couldn’t have wished to be anywhere else.
We were walking along enjoying the
countryside when suddenly I heard a
rustle in the hedgerow. So I gave the
dogs to my Mum and I went into the
hedge. It was very prickly but I did it. In
there I found an injured partridge. At
first I thought it had a broken wing but it
turned out it had been shot but not killed.
The bullet skimmed his leg and looked
quite serious. At first I didn’t know what
to do and then I had an idea.
My idea was to pick the bird up and give
it to someone called Jade – she is our
version of Dr Doolittle. I picked the bird
up and carefully walked home with it in
my arms. At first it struggled but it soon
calmed down after much stroking. But
then I was walking back through the field
and I looked down at him and his head
was down and then I realised he had died
in my arms.
I felt very sad and I cried a bit. I carried
him home anyway and I buried him in a
peaceful crevice under a big oak tree in a
field opposite our home. I hope it will
have helped the Circle of Life.
Noah Alden-Court (aged 8)

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2020
As you know there were no door-to-door collections allowed this
year. However, there were four boxes out at The Ipsden Post
Office, Norman Cox, Blue Tin and, briefly, The King William - cash
takings were £722.04, together with a few cheques the grand total
was £1087.04 for this year, well down on our usual £2,000+

Thank you very much if you put money in any of the tins - it must
be tricky for The British Legion, like so many charities their takings
are going to be well down. You can, of course, still donate direct via
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/ways-to-give/donate
Susie Williams
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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A Tribute to Jill
Many will know that Jill Yates
passed away at home on 29
October, leaving a gap in our
village and indeed, in the
world, that will be difficult to
fill. Jill would of course have
been the last person to
acknowledge the size of that
gap. Here is a composite of
thoughts, led by her family.
It seems strange, an Ipsden without Jill. She died as she lived,
rather spontaneously, in her own way and without fuss. If you
picked Jill up and put her anywhere in the world, she would still be
the same Jill we know. She had an authenticity about her that was
undeniable. She was beholden to no one, nor to time. She was as at
home sleeping in the bottom of her little rowing boat, or in the boot
of her car, as she was sleeping in her own bed with a cat on either
side and a book opened in her resting hand.
Jill was an astonishingly selfless person. So much happened in
Ipsden without anyone realising that Jill was the inspiration and
main protagonist, always keeping herself in the self-effacing
background. Unobtrusively she helped so many and provided
practical help for fundraising. Christmas often found her working in
the refugee camps near Calais, other times she worked on her
children’s project for “Hands Around the World” in Benin in West
Africa. She was a weekend volunteer lock keeper on the Thames,
sometimes collecting driftwood which she crafted into mirrors and
other decorative items.
Jill was in Cinderella, the very first St Mary's Players pantomime,
over twenty years ago. Ten years later, with the end of her
renovation project in France, Jill threw herself wholeheartedly into
the Players, first as producer, then as scriptwriter, finding some of
the corniest jokes known to man. She started the young children's
chorus, rehearsing with infinite patience. At church she also worked
with young children, organising an occasional children's choir and a
Nativity play. She helped clean the church, delivered The Window to
38 houses, the largest round, and organised charity bring-and-buy
stalls for the coffee mornings.
Jill loved writing and took part in creative writing courses at Oxford
Brookes and the Arvon residential courses; she wrote many short
stories. When lockdown threatened to make everyone feel
isolated, Jill's answer was the Ipsden (Almost) Daily News, a lively
online newsletter which helped us all feel more connected.
With thanks to Liz Yates, Kat Yates, Chris Yates, Gillian Kelley,
Vaughan Williams and Heather Llewellyn for their thoughts, and to
David Coldwell for the photograph. There are so many stories about
Jill and her achievements; the foregoing is simply a distillation of
just a few that we hope does her justice. Final words belong, of
course, to Liz:
Continued on page 5
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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A Tribute to Jill (continued)
“Thank you doesn’t cover our gratitude for all the love Ipsden has
given Mum, and us. Ipsden has reflected her back 10-fold and that
is quite some reflection. We’re seeing the sum of her through
stories emerging from her world. Even now, she quietly and
beautifully grows all the more wonderful. Her funeral is on Friday 4
December. Because of restrictions it has to be family only. This isn’t
what she wanted but she asked if we could record it and zoom
something afterwards so that everyone could come. Please email
bluemoon.rising@outlook.com if you would like to attend by Zoom.”

How Shall We Sing ..... In a Strange Land?
3,000 years or so ago, the Psalmist wrote “How shall we sing the
Lord’s song in a strange land?” (Psalm 137), the strange land being
Babylon, to which the Jews had been taken in captivity and slavery.
Yes, both slavery and Middle Eastern wars have been going on a
very long time.
Today, singers find themselves in another “Strange Land”. Along
with so many things, normal activities abruptly stopped last March.
It is now permitted for choirs to sing together but only subject to
acute social distancing constraints which apply not only to the
moment of performance but also rehearsal, and, even more
challengingly, to the business of getting singers in and out of venues
where backstage facilities are typically cramped and ill-ventilated.
For example, the BBC Symphony Chorus, of which I am one of 100+
members, has not been able to restart.
So how shall we sing? Ipsden church choir and friends, in common
with many others, have taken up the challenge of preparing material
individually at home, recording their part using their mobile phone
and then sending it electronically to an editor to assemble into a
whole. To keep together, a computer-playable backing part is issued
in advance, to which the singer listens through an earpiece or
headphones at the same time as recording their part.

This involves all sorts of
challenges but has been
very successful. This is
how the choral music
that you see and hear, if
you tune into the
Zoomed (online) church
services, has been
prepared. And right
now, we are preparing
carols for the Christmas
season!
Andrew Darke has very capably led this innovation, including the
editing and preparing backing parts, and we are very grateful for his
ongoing efforts.
Gary Magill
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Greetings from Dubai!
Tim and I will be spending quite a bit of time in Dubai over the next
couple of years and I have been asked to give a flavour of life here,
although it is still very early days for us.
Dubai is certainly a melting pot of people and cultures. For example,
Diwali is being celebrated here this weekend and most employers
give their staff two days annual leave which must be taken as
religious days for one's own faith. Whilst Islam is the official religion,
as far as we can see, every faith is recognised, celebrated and
respected.
There is a formality about social and workplace interaction, a respect
for elders and certainly for the ruling family; rules can come out
overnight with no room for negotiation. Although there are certainly
downsides to this, one upside is the “can do” attitude which has
enabled them to build palm shaped islands in the sea and the tallest
building in the world - they simply believe that anything is possible
and they want it done quickly! I had thought it might be a very male
dominated work force but in fact in Tim’s office over 60% of the
staff, at every level, are women.
Coronavirus has unfortunately hit every community and Dubai is no
exception. Their original lockdown was apparently very strict, along
the French lines with permits issued on a daily basis for leaving one’s
house, but it is now far more relaxed and cases are relatively
low. We have to wear masks everywhere inside and out, although
there are no rules on families and friends socialising together, and
life is more bearable when it’s 30 degrees outside!
We look forward to exploring more of the Middle East in the months
to come but Dubai certainly feels like a very safe, clean, and
energising place to live.
Clare Davis

Above: the Dubai Marina, and
left: the new man made
Bluewaters Island which has a
Ferris wheel 10% larger than
the London Eye

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Food Banks Need Us More Than Ever Before!
Please remember those who rely on food banks at this very difficult
time. Many in our communities have been adversely affected by loss
of income and the risk of unemployment. Families, the elderly and
disabled also turn to food banks for support.
Each case must be referred by a GP, Social Services or the Housing
Department for assessment before food parcels are issued. At half
term and during school holidays, many children may not have a
main meal each day.
In North Stoke and Ipsden the church supports the Wallingford Food
Bank and also “Readifood”, the food bank in Reading, where there is
serious hardship. The number of food parcels requested and delivered has increased considerably since the lockdown.
The items most needed are all kinds of tinned food – meat, fish,
vegetables, beans, soup, rice pudding etc. Also breakfast cereals,
long life milk, pasta and sauce, and baby food, baby milk and nappies. Toiletries such as toothpaste, soap, shampoo, and loo rolls.
And as Christmas approaches, please consider donating some mince
pies, a Christmas pudding or similar food items for those whom the
festive season can be especially difficult. Chocolate or special biscuits/cakes for children would be warmly welcomed too
You can also donate money to Readifood via their website
www.readifood.org.uk/ and to Wallingford food bank via their website www.wallingfordfoodbank.org.uk/support/
Please consider donating to the food bank. Just an extra tin or
packet (from Shirley’s shop or the supermarket) will really help
when added to other donations. There are food collection boxes at
St Mary’s N Stoke (Wednesdays 10am until 12noon from 2 December) and St Mary’s Ipsden (Thursdays 10am until 12, but not on 3
December). You can also contact me to donate food or ask questions on telephone 01491 680718 or by email at heatherll2410@hotmail.com. Many thanks for your help.
Heather Llewellyn

Left: “The Bedroom Store” at Wallingford Emergency Food Bank
Right: Volunteers working in Readifood’s warehouse
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Lest We Forget
Remembrance Sunday was marked in such a different way from
that to which we are accustomed. But the Reverend John Blair’s
beautiful online service at 10am on 8 November fitted the occasion
perfectly, and with a strong attendance.

The powerful “Lest We Forget” images that opened the service,
followed by brief bible readings from John and Jean Blair, set the
tone for solemnity, dignity and prayers for peace. “Oh God Our
Help in Ages Past” and “Oh Valiant Hearts” (“their names liveth for
evermore”) followed, before Rev’d John related his story of a
comrade in arms: “In war, there are no unwounded soldiers”.
We then heard a version of “Abide With Me” sung by the Military
Wives’ Choir and, whilst observing a moving photograph of Ypres
Memorial Cemetery, we listened to a reading of “For the Fallen” by
Laurence Binyon (1869-1943), from which comes “They shall grow
not old, as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor
the years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the
morning, we will remember them”.
Vaughan Williams and Tim Streatfeild then read out the names of
the fallen from Ipsden and North Stoke during both World Wars,
before two minutes silence. We then listened to the Kohema
Epitaph setting by Graham Keitch: carved on the Memorial of the
2nd British Division in the cemetery in North-East India. “When you
go home, tell them of us and say ‘For your tomorrow, we gave our
today’ ”.
Chares Bowen read selected Bible verses before we were played a
recording of “I Vow to Thee My Country” from the Festival of
Remembrance in 2011. Sandra Bull rendered Prayers of
Remembrance with the theme of “God Give Peace”.
Continued on page 7
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Lest We Forget (Continued)

There followed the act of commitment
to seek peace, the hymn “Judge
Eternal”, and Katherine Jenkins singing
“Jerusalem”. We watched military
precision around the Cenotaph in 2011
before the buglers’ introduction to the National Anthem. Reverend
John closed the service with the Blessing, praying that God grant
grace, unity, peace and concord to the Church, the Queen, the
Commonwealth and all people of His world.
As he promised, John ended this Service of Remembrance in time for
us to tune into London’s Cenotaph Service, and for the laying of
wreaths by representatives of the churches and IPC at both war
memorials.
Peter Bennett

Early Days Nursery

What the Children Get Up To!
The children have had a
busy month with
Halloween, Guy Fawkes/
bonfire night and
Remembrance Day.
Amongst the glittery
bats, scary ghosts and
fireworks paintings, the
children made their own
‘poppy’, each with a
single painted handprint
which was then put
together to make a wreath. They walked to the memorial to lay
their wreath at the foot of the cross and, after a rest, they walked
back to the nursery, practising their road safety on the way!
Liz Yates

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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View From the Vicarage
Many years ago I suggested to my
family that we should celebrate
Christmas as Orthodox Christians do,
at Epiphany. After all, that was when
the Wise Men are reputed to have
delivered the presents to Jesus!
Christmas on January 7 is also known
as Old Christmas Day. Eleven days
were dropped to make up for the
calendar discrepancy that had
accumulated between the calendars
when England and Scotland switched
from the Julian calendar to the
Gregorian in 1752. Many people, especially in rural areas, did not
accept the loss of these 11 days and preferred to use the Julian
calendar. Many Orthodox churches prefer The Gregorian date for
their Christmas.
I thought my argument was well constructed but, when they
discovered that my real intention was to do the Christmas shopping
in the January Sales, I was faced with rebellion, and cries of “that’s
not fair Daddy”!! Jean quickly put the kibosh on the idea!!
The other day I asked Jean about her favourite Christmas, and this
started quite a discussion, because I couldn’t answer my question
either!! The truth is that all our Christmases have been unique and
each one has had its own flavour. Even when we spent Christmas in
separate countries, in very different circumstances, we can recall
significant highlights and buckets-full of humour. What we have
learned, I think, is that while we can make plans we should not cling
to expectations, other than the odd surprise of course! CovidChristmas will be no different for us in that respect – and its
happenings will become the stuff of family legend, I am sure!!
Life After Christmas
Life after Christmas can be one of the best, and one of the worst,
times of the year. It’s that strange time that often never meets our
expectations. After weeks of preparation, hanging all the lights,
decorating the house, wrapping all the presents, planning the meals,
sending all the Christmas cards, Christmas comes and goes. Our
expectations can almost never be met perfectly. We never receive
all the gifts we want, we never have the perfect interaction with our
family without fights and arguments, and we never get to experience
God and faith exactly the way we expect and hope for.
Life after Christmas can be a real shock if we’re not ready for it. We
build up this wonderful holiday moment but, for all the joy that we
muster together on Christmas Eve, life after Christmas can hit hard
and low. Life after Christmas for the Holy Family was filled with trial
and tribulation as well! Jesus, Mary, and Joseph had to flee to Egypt
to avoid the wrath of Herod, who so feared for the loss of his position
of power and control that he tried to eradicate any remnant of this
supposed “Messiah king”. But the story contains so much more.
Continued on page 11
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Life After Christmas (Continued)
W.H. Auden wrote in his poem “For the Time Being”:
Well, so that is that. Now we must dismantle the tree,
Putting the decorations back into their cardboard boxes …
There are enough left-overs to do, warmed-up, for the rest of
the week—
Not that we have much appetite, having drunk such a lot,
Stayed up so late, attempted — quite unsuccessfully —
To love all of our relatives, and in general
Grossly overestimated our powers. Once again
As in previous years we have seen the actual Vision and failed
To do more than entertain it as an agreeable
Possibility, once again we have sent Him away …
The Christmas Feast is already a fading memory,
And already the mind begins to be vaguely aware
Of an unpleasant whiff of apprehension …
Writing in 1942, Auden’s sense of the dismal reality of life after
Christmas was likely heightened by the uncertainties of war and the
certainty of violence. And there are many people today around the
world today who will identify Christmas as a moment of respite
amidst the harsher realities of daily life and its monotony, despairing
headlines, violence and wearisome failures.

Auden reminds us that we must come down from the heights of
Christmas to see again the world in its brokenness and fragility, to
truly receive the Child whose arrival was not marked by lights and
decoration but the slaughter of the innocents at Herod’s orders and a
few witnesses in an unknown stable. Auden reminds us that the time
after Christmas is the time when Christ can step into the thick of our
lives as he intended:
To those who have seen
The Child, however dimly, however incredulously,
The Time Being is, in a sense, the most trying time of all.

The Christmas story is far more than a peak event in December.
Christmas is an annual reminder in the church calendar that God is on
the move and was on the move long before we knew it. In fact, it
was precisely into our dismal, empty, post-festive reality that the
Child came near in the first place. Christmas is our startling reminder
that God has not forgotten, though in the thick of our empty routines,
despairing headlines and blinding self-interest, we may have forget
the Child.
If Advent brings the world’s attention to the sounds of one who
stands at the door and knocks, and Christmas marks the culmination
of that knocking in the cry of a new-born king, then the days
thereafter usher us further into the presence of a God. God, who not
only knocks and draws near, but has opened wide the doors of
heaven and calls us further into the kingdom.

Happy Christmas
PEACE and JOY to you all
Canon John

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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From the Rectory:
Through Thorny Ways
Grief and loss are not far from the
surface for any of us at the
moment. Some have lost friends or
family to Covid-19. Some have not
hugged their children since
February. Some are forbidden to
visit loved ones, incarcerated in a
“care” home. Some are in constant
pain as operations have been
cancelled again and again. Some
have lost their job, their confidence,
their business. We are social beings
and we are fed up with keeping our
distance. There is a shortage of good cheer; hope is deferred, and
so our hearts are sick.
At this point, I wish I could say that we can all look forward to a
normal Christmas. But that would be naïve. We all know that there
is going to be an awkward gap between the promise of a vaccine
and its roll out to the average Joe. We also know that even after
we've all had the vaccine there will still be a period of
accommodation and trial, when we discover en masse how effective
it is, and what the immunity decay rate is. We wait for the light to
return. We wonder what will be left when it does so.
I've recently revisited a favourite hymn; sung invariably to Sibelius'
Finlandia, written by a German Lutheran in the 1700's, translated by
a Scot in the 1850's. The writer speaks directly to our grief and loss,
pointing us to the leading of God through the pain, the stormcalming voice of God above the batterings of the present, and the
future hope of heaven, with reconciliation and reunion. This hymn is
not about sugar coating the suffering. It is written from an
experience of bitter loss, and the strange comfort of faith through
times of terrifying change.
Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side;
bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
leave to your God to order and provide;
in ev'ry change he faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: your best, your heav'nly Friend
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.
Be still, my soul: your God will undertake
to guide the future as he has the past.
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake;
all now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know
his voice who ruled them while he dwelt below.
Continued on page 13
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Through Thorny Ways (Continued)
Be still, my soul: the hour is hast'ning on
when we shall be forever with the Lord,
when disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,
sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored.
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past,
all safe and blessed we shall meet at last.
Be still, my soul. Be still, my soul.
Thank you all for your support for your local church, for our zoom
services, and for all the encouragement and love that you have been
sharing with us, and one another. This present trial will pass. Come
and join in for Christmas – either in person, or online. God bless you.
Rev’d Kevin Davies

The Importance of Creativity
During the Dark Days of Winter
Pablo Picasso was quoted to have said that
”Art washes away from the soul the dirt of
everyday life”. In layman’s terms I think he is
referring to the state of flow that an artist or
any creative enters into once fully focused on
their project. The mind stops chattering and
the brain dives into Alpha and Theta waves
which give feelings of deep relaxation, wellbeing and pleasure which
are also amplified by the release of endorphins thus “washing away
our cares and worries” and leaving our minds in a more restful
balanced state.
So, as you can see, the benefits of any creative hobby will bring a
ray of sunshine to the dark lockdown days of winter and is certainly
worth considering to help keep us mentally buoyant during these
challenging times.
Painting in particular has shown to reduce stress and anxiety,
enhances problem solving skills, is helpful in improving memory and
concentration with evidential support indicating that those who paint
have less chance of developing dementia and Alzheimer’s which is
even more reason to pick up your paintbrushes and give it a go.
If the idea of taking up painting sounds appealing, you would be very
welcome to join one of my small friendly groups and take a
workshop sketching in the Ipsden landscape and experience the
endorphin high for yourselves. There are also plenty of great books
and DVDs available that can teach you how to paint or do any other
creative hobby which would be a wonderful Christmas present and a
great investment in your health and wellbeing. Contact me by email
on redkites1@gmail.com or phone no...01491 680942 Website
www.dennywebb.com
Denny Webb
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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In Lieu of Church Collections
As you know, at present we have no weekly church collections, so if
you would like to make a financial contribution to one of our
churches please do so online at http://langtreechurches.org/
donations. You can also make online payments to North Stoke PCC
20-01-09 10726400 and to Ipsden PCC 30-99-03 00153548.

The Window Needs You!
Please remember that The Window is about your villages, so we are
always on the lookout for articles. We need articles, say between
100 and 400 words, with supporting photographs or a graphic if
possible. You do not have to be a good writer but just be able to
identify a subject of local interest; we will help with the exact
wording if you need it. Please send your contributions to
ipsden.window@gmail.com; they will be very welcome!
The Editor

OHCT Ride + Stride 2020 and 2021
This is positively the last report on this year's Ride and Stride but
the first reminder for 2021!
This wasn't the best year to organise an event such as Ride and
Stride. However, thanks to the effort and enthusiasm of those
involved, it went very well. Ipsden had several groups of walkers
and cyclists involved and I thank them and their sponsors. Three
groups managed to get together for a socially distanced picnic by
the river which was a happy new tradition to start. Peter Bennett
and I manned the church all day and saw a steady trickle of R+S
and other visitors. It was nice to have the church open with a range
of Covid mitigation measures in place. We even had a visit from
Barry and Judy Woolford, all the way from Kent. Many will
remember Barry as former Ipsden churchwarden and St Mary's
Players' original panto dame!
Give or take a few pounds our sponsors gave £1,000 which has been
collected as cash, a cheque or direct payments via Virgin Money
giving. All this went to the Oxford Historic Churches Trust. They
will return half to the church and keep the rest to pass to churches
in the area for future projects or urgent repairs.

Now is the time to plan for next year. If you are able and would like
to take part as a rider (horse or bike), strider or church welcomer
then please book the date in your new diary and calendar now!
Saturday 11 September 2021. It is always a good day even if the
weather isn't as kind as in 2020.
David Kelley
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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December and Christmas Church Services
Both churches will be open for private worship from 10am to 12noon
(with Holy Communion at 10.30am if Covid rules allow); N Stoke on
Wednesdays (from 2 December) and Ipsden on Thursdays (but not 3
December).
At the time of writing, government restrictions are due to be reviewed
on 2 December so please look out for further communications.
Scheduled Zoom Services for both Ipsden and North Stoke will
continue throughout December as follows (www.zoom.us):
Sundays 6 December (Ministry of the Word), 13 December
(Eucharist), and 20 December (Ministry of the Word), at 10am
Zoom ID – 188 513 761 (please wait to be admitted)
Wednesdays 2 December, 9 December, 16 December and 23
December: Evensong at 5pm
Zoom ID 410 935 129 (please wait to be admitted).
Fridays 4 December, 11 December and 18 December: Compline at
8pm
Zoom ID 726 350 423 (please wait to be admitted)
Church at Christmas (for Ipsden and North Stoke):
10am

Zoom: Ministry
of The Word

Zoom ID – 188 513 761
(please wait to be admitted)

4pm

Zoom: Crib &
Christingle

Invitation to join St
Leonard’s Woodcote
Zoom ID: 895 5148 0606
Passcode: 047079

6.30pm

Zoom: Trad.
Lessons&Carols

Zoom ID – 886 3304 1198
(please wait to be admitted)

Wed 23
Dec

10.30am

Holy Communion at St Mary’s
N Stoke

Pre-booking necessary
revjwblair@gmail.com

Christmas Eve
24 Dec

10.30am

Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Ipsden

Pre-booking necessary
revjwblair@gmail.com

11pm

Midnight
Communion

Invitation to join St
Leonard’s Woodcote on
Youtube
‘St. Leonard's Woodcote’

Christmas Day

10am

Zoom

Zoom ID – 188 513 761
(please wait to be admitted)

Sunday
27 Dec

No Langtree Team services. Invitation to join National
Church arrangements eg: www.oxford.anglican.org/
coronavirus-covid-19-2/livestream/ and
www.churchofengland.org/ComfortAndJoy

Sunday
20 Dec

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Printing and Distribution of The Window
The PCCs wish to express their thanks to Dan and Tammy Bast for
so generously funding the costs of printing. We continue with
delivery of paper copies to individual homes in Ipsden, Mongewell
and North Stoke. Thanks also due to Tammy, and the team of
deliverers, for doing this. We follow Government and Church of
England advice and take necessary precautions on the printing and
distribution to minimise the risk of infection. The Window continues
to be available online on the Ipsden village website
www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk Some paper copies are available in
Shirley’s shop in Ipsden for individual collection. Alternatively, if you
would like to print your own copy in A5 booklet form, please send a
request email to ipsden.window@gmail.com and you will be sent a
pdf file in the correct format for double-sided A4 colour printing.

Mince Pies, Anyone?
If you fancy a
mince pie with
your morning
tea or coffee,
then some are
available
outside the village shop in
Ipsden. Michelle Paisley is
baking regularly and is kindly
donating them to those who
drop into the shop. She hopes
this will go a little way to
making up for the lack of
community events. Thanks
Michelle!
Shirley Small

Ipsden Village
Lottery Winners
31 October

Clare Davis

7 November

Katrin Llewellyn

14 November

Ben Williams

21 November

No winner

28 November

See next edition

Ipsden Village Hall Christmas Raffle
To be drawn on Saturday 19 December at 12
noon in the shop. £1 per square, which can be
purchased at the shop. All proceeds in aid of
Village Hall Funds.
A Raffle has been taking place for the past 70
years and we plan to continue, despite current
difficulties. Thank you to everyone who has
supported it either by buying tickets or gifting
prizes.
Ipsden Village Hall Committee
There will be no edition in January. The next edition will be
February’s, the copy deadline is 20 January 2021
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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