The Window
March 2022

Homer Ramblings
February and into March sees a
lovely show of snowdrops
around the farm, some large
patches which seem to have
been here forever, others
tucked into hedgerows. All the
herald of Spring. Where they
originally came from we do not
know but they multiply each
year and we so look forward to
seeing their little white heads in
some years popping up through
deep snow. Next we will be
looking out for celandines with
their cheery yellow faces.
We welcome longer daylight hours which
enables us to catch up with farm jobs. A
priority at the moment are the 25 Black
Welsh Mountain Sheep we look after,
preparing them for lambing at Easter.
Always a joy to see the lambs and we hope
that this Easter will be like last which was
dry and sunny for most of the time we were
lambing.
Part of the preparation is
vaccinating the ewes with
HeptavacP Plus which will protect
the lambs when they are born from
several diseases such as pulpy
kidney and pneumonia. We also
feed the sheep with dry food, which
looks rather like muesli, so they are
in good condition, helping to
produce much-needed milk the lambs will need; this is far better
than bottle feeding, often with a powdered sheep milk substitute.
We lost our Collie Flossy in 2020 as the vet could do no more for
her, leaving a huge gap. Last November Giles collected a collie
puppy from Newquay, 9 weeks old on 16 November, we called her
Daisy. She is a real joy, a lovely addition to our family. Whether
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Homer Ramblings (Continued)
she will be a working dog remains to be seen as at the moment she
looks quite bewildered at the sheep as they stamp their hooves at
her, not ready to take any nonsense from a mere puppy - who can
blame them!
We are very fortunate in
seeing beautiful sunrises
and sunsets at this time of
year and on a clear night
the moon, which peeps
through the trees, always
a welcome and somewhat
comforting sight, a
reminder of God's
Creation. There was
recently a full moon called
The Wolf Moon.
Pheasants which have been around the garden during the day call as
they roost into trees as dusk approaches and later Tawny owls can
be heard first one then another, letting each other know where they
are. Sometimes we hear a fox and are glad the chickens are shut
up, or a deer which sounds very much the same. Guinea Fowl
chatter to each other until well into the night and then early in the
morning!
Bob and Boots who were two stray cats are tucked up in the house
Giles made them which is located in the garden as they do not like
being shut indoors. Not so Tom, who also appeared here a couple of
years ago, and who would rather a soft armchair and a warm fire.

So another farming year begins, we wait with interest to see what
our neighbouring farmers are doing as we drive around, with
thankfulness that we live in such a lovely place.
Diana Jackson
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Kimblewick Hounds at Poors Farm

Saturday 19 February 2022 saw the Kimblewick Hunt visit Poors
Farm shortly after storm Eunice had passed by causing a power cut
that affected parts of Ipsden parish for days. The Kimblewick Hunt
was formed in 2002 as the result of an amalgamation of the Vale
of Aylesbury with the Garth and South Berks hunts. The hunt,
which kennels its hounds at Kimblewick, Buckinghamshire, hunts in
Bedfordshire, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Hampshire,
Hertfordshire and Oxfordshire.
Horses and hounds arrived via the Poors superhighway up to Poors
barns where Vaughan and Susie Williams provided generous
supplies of hot sausages and energy supplying snacks, plus a good
stirrup cup, all of which gave time for a catchup with friends and
acquaintances before hounds and horses headed off into the rain
towards Glynne’s Wood. Then the hounds turned left, following a
scent trail laid earlier that morning, and the horses went straight
to meet up with the hounds later.
David Coldwell
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Ipsden Memorial Hall Update
As many of you will
probably be aware, the roof
of the hall has now been
replaced. It also gave the
opportunity to inspect all
the timber work, which was
found t be in good
condition. And 80mm of
insulation was fitted under
the whole roof, as well as
300mm over the ceiling of
the main hall. This should
greatly improve the heat
retention of the building
and reduce heating costs.
This was achieved in under
2 weeks and without
interruption to any
bookings. We have also replaced the lighting in the main hall,
providing better and more balanced light and by using LED lights,
this should also reduce costs. This will be further enhanced by
painting the ceiling in a lighter colour, which is scheduled for April.
The next phase is to seek quotations for insulation of the walls of the
main hall. For this, we will also need to seek financial grants which
we are starting to do. The aim is to have this work undertaken in
August of this year and we will also take the opportunity to update
the electrics in the hall.
Village Hall Committee

Cholsey Repair Café
Cholsey Repair Café’s next event will be held
at the Cholsey Pavilion on Saturday 19
March 2022. Doors are open from 11am
until 1.45pm. Advice and help with all
manner of repairs to domestic items will be
available, including electrical testing and
sharpening of knives and tools. Users pay
the cost of any materials used and the
organisers will be pleased to accept
donations towards running costs. You can
contact Cholsey Repair Café on 01491
652295 or email repaircafe@cholsey.com;
details can be also found at
www.cholseyrepaircafe.com
Ian Wheeler

ipsden.window@gmail.com

4

www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk

Ipsden Coffee Mornings Bounce Back Again!
We are delighted to announce that the Ipsden Village monthly Coffee
Mornings are back. They
take place in the Ipsden
Village Memorial Hall from
10am until 11.30am on the
second Wednesday of
every month and are an
outreach by St Mary’s
church to all the residents
(past and present) of
Ipsden. After a precautionary delay since the
Christmas “Special” in
December, the first one of
2022 will be on Wednesday
9 March.
If you would like a lift on 9 March, or if you know of someone who
would, please give me a ring (01491 680218). We look forward to
seeing you.
Clare Davis

Henley Rotary Jazz Night

Henley Rotary Club is presenting its 12th Jazz Night, postponed from
2021, on Saturday 23 April 2022, at 7pm for 7.30pm, at the
Christchurch Centre in Henley. The evening will feature the
excellent Paul Sykes Big Band with guests. Entry is £15. Tickets
are available from me via email kenfitt@btinternet.com or by
telephone 01491 680813.
Ken Fitt
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Ipsden Churchyard
Visiting
The Diocesan rules
changed recently
regarding the
maintenance of graves in
churchyards. We
appreciate that this is a
very sensitive subject for
all those who maintain
and visit graves in the
churchyard, and we want
to be considerate of
everyone’s feelings
whilst working within the
guidelines.
The rules are displayed
in full on the noticeboard in Ipsden church porch but basically any
toys or similar objects left on a grave may only remain in place for
12 months after the date of burial and plastic flowers or wreaths are
not allowed as they may cause harm to visiting wildlife.
We would very much appreciate if any of the above could be
removed within the next 3 months (or longer if not 12 months after
burial). After this time we will provide a box at the back of the
church where any items remaining on graves will be placed for
safekeeping.
We do hope you understand and can work with us to maintain an
attractive and well-maintained graveyard at St Mary the Virgin.
Churchyard Clearance Working Party
Do please come and join us to help clear and tidy up Ipsden
churchyard. From 10am on Saturday 9 April. There will be a free
BBQ for anyone willing to give up some of their spare time to help!
St Mary’s Ipsden Churchwardens

Ipsden Parish Council sets NO INCREASE for
2022/23
Now is the time when South Oxfordshire District Council issues
Council Tax bills for the coming year 2022/23. Those bills include
sums for the County Council, the District Council, Thames Valley Police, and the Parish Council.
The other three bodies on your bill are raising extra funds. Ipsden
Parish Council is conscious of the economic strains that all residents
are facing and has therefore decided to hold the Parish Council budget at last year’s level despite the inflationary pressures.
Continued on page 7
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IPC Sets NO INCREASE (Continued)
Your Parish Council will achieve this unique NO INCREASE by
seeking grant aid and/or donations to fund any significant new
projects, making careful use of a small reserve if necessary, and
holding Clerk’s hours at the current level despite ever increasing
bureaucratic requirements from Government bodies.
The decision not to increase the Parish Council’s element of the
2022/23 Council Tax in such inflationary times will be rare, but it
hopefully sets an example, and offers a small financial relief to
residents. Although Parish Council duties are not as broad as many
would like, they are statutory and they contribute to maintaining
and improving our parish for the well-being of all its residents.
Normal services will continue, although your unpaid Councillors may
grow a few more grey hairs!
Nick Miller
Chairman, Ipsden Parish Council

Please Support the Food Bank
The Food Bank has become
increasingly busy as the cost of
living increases for everyone. We
know it will become really serious
from April onwards when energy
prices are scheduled to rise. This
will especially affect people who
rely on Universal Credit, those in
low paid work, the elderly and
the disabled in our community.
‘Choosing between eating and
heating’ will become a reality for
many.
Breakfast cereal/porridge, tinned
meat & fish, tinned fruit &
vegetables, tea & coffee, long life
milk, toiletries of all kinds and
cleaning materials are always
useful. Your donations really
make a difference to those in
great need, so please do consider
supporting the Food Bank. There
is a green collection box in the church porch in Ipsden, and inside
the church at North Stoke, which are both open every day. For
further information please contact me at
heatherll2410@hotmail.com
Thank you very much for your help.
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Ipsden People: Join the WhatsApp Chat!
For those who do not know, there is a WhatsApp Group named
Ipsden People. Its purpose is to disseminate useful information
quickly about Ipsden and Ipsden people. My initial thoughts were
that it could cover items such as “Ice on Village Hill”, “Church Lane
Re-opened”, “Power Cut in Hailey” (How prophetic was that?!).
Personally, I don’t think it should be used to advertise, buy/sell, etc
but I guess it would be up to all those who join as to how it is used.
It is usually easy to join, and also easy to leave if you decide it is not
for you.
So far, we have near to 40 people in the group, so quite a way to
go, but it’s early yet!
I believe that those of us in this chat group found it comforting and
informative during Storm Eunice and its ensuing power cut, even
though connectivity was sometimes sporadic and it did not switch on
the lights. Sometimes it is just
good to know that we are all in
the same boat.
As an example, we saw a
dramatic video clip from Well
Place Road, photographed by
the intrepid Damian Slack
whilst braving the proximity of
11,000 volts! Much useful
information was shared on
things like where there were
power cuts, road closures and
where Scottish Southern was
last seen, plus offers to lend
primus stoves, provide hot
water, etc.
But in quieter times there have been many other subjects that
people have found useful, interesting or amusing.
If you would like to join, please contact
either Damian or me:
damianslack@icloud.com or
peter.bennett28@btopenworld.com;
remember to include your mobile
number so we can add you!
Peter Bennett
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Concerts@Cholsey!
Concerts@Cholsey return
to The Cholsey
Pavilion on Saturday 12
March with favourite Oxford folk
band Magpie Lane, specialists in
traditional tunes and songs,
plus their background stories.
With an instrumental line-up of
unaccompanied voices,
concertina, fiddle, cello, guitar
and percussion, the variety is
endless. This is not just a
musical entertainment - it's an education. Ticket numbers will be
limited and please note that anyone testing positive for you-knowwhat just before the day will be able to receive a full refund if they
get in touch straight away.
As usual, we will be running a moderately priced real-ale bar
featuring excellent beers from Cholsey's own Amwell Springs
Brewery, as well as catering for other tastes. Doors open at 7pm for
7.45pm start. Tickets at just £10 can be booked by
telephoning 01491 652295 or emailing concerts@cholsey.com for
personal service.
Ian Wheeler

Distribution of The Window
We continue to deliver paper copies to homes in Ipsden, Mongewell
and North Stoke. Thanks to Tammy Bast and Heather Llewellyn, and
their team of deliverers, for doing this. The Window is available
online on the Ipsden village website www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk A
notification email is sent out (bcc) to residents when a new edition is
added to the village website; if you would like to receive these
notifications and do not already receive them, please send a request
email to ipsden.window@gmail.com A pdf version for A5 booklet
printing is also available upon request. Some paper copies are held
in Shirley’s shop in Ipsden for individual collection.

Used Postage Stamps
We are still collecting for the charity “Dogs for the Disabled”. Please
bring your old postage stamps to Shirley at Ipsden Village Store.

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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View from the Vicarage:
The Month of March

“March” is named after Mars, the Roman
god of war. This was the time of year to
resume military campaigns that had been
interrupted by winter. In the early
Roman calendar, March (or Martius) was
the first month of the calendar year,
since it brought the first day of spring
with the vernal equinox, it was the start
of new beginnings. January and February
were added to the Roman calendar
around 700 BC

I Martius am! Once first, and now third!
To lead the Year was my appointed
place;
A mortal dispossessed me by a word,
And set there Janus with the double face.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807–82)
25 March is of particular interest to
Christian debate. Tradition has it that
this was the date not only of Jesus'
death, but of countless other biblical
events. Some theologians believe the
date that Jesus died was really 3 April,
because that corresponds to historical
data that a solar eclipse occurred on that
day – apparently only one Passover
eclipse was visible from Jerusalem while
Pilate was in office – does that explain
why darkness fell at the moment of
Jesus’ death “at the third hour”?
However, medieval tradition has it that 25 March was both the day of
the creation of Adam and Eve as well as the day of their disobedience
in the Garden. It was also counted as the day when Lucifer fell from
Heaven and when the Israelite people passed through the Red Sea to
begin their journey to the promised land. Not surprisingly, tradition
claims that it was also the day when Isaac was to be offered as a
sacrifice by his father Abraham. And it doesn’t stop there!
The Church continues to celebrate 25 March as the day when the
Archangel Gabriel visited the Blessed Virgin Mary and announced to
her the news that she would bear the Son of God (interestingly, there
is a myth that a prophet meets his death on the day of his conception
– coming and going on the same day, so to speak).
While it is highly unlikely that all these events all occurred on the
same day, Christians wanted to emphasize the deep spiritual
Continued on page 11
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View from the Vicarage (Continued)
connections among them all. This is probably best summarized by
St Irenaeus of Lyons when he wrote, “it was that the knot of Eve’s
disobedience was loosed by the obedience of Mary. For what the
virgin Eve had bound fast through unbelief, this did the virgin Mary
set free through faith.”
It clearly shows how Jesus came to bring about a new creation and
to undo the disobedience of Adam and Eve with total and
unwavering obedience. The alignment of events reminds us that
Jesus came to defeat sin and death and open up the gates of heaven
to a new Promised Land. On this day Jesus became the true Lamb
of God, who willingly sacrificed himself on the wood of the cross. It
was the day that Jesus came into the world in the womb of Mary
and the day when Jesus left this world to the womb of the tomb.
The spiritual symbolism of this day connects everything in salvation
history, showing the wondrous providence of God. The connections
among them all are real and profound to contemplate.
As the Roman god of war, Mars is the icon of fiercely proud,
patriotic, and heroic qualities. But before he became popularized as
a warmonger, Mars was actually a fertility and agricultural deity,
overseeing (with others) the new growth of spring, and encouraging
the continuation of life (fertility, sex, procreation in human, plant
and animal realms).
Whether a god of war or agriculture, the personality of Mars is
brutally assertive. We find this kind of fervent focus in March too.
At this point in the year, there is no stopping the burgeoning birth of
new life, a kind of reigniting of the hearts and consciousness of
humankind. This month we feel the initial kicks of Spring from the
deepest womb of the Mother Earth. And like our ancestors, we are
quickened…our soul-palettes are whetted for new conquest and with
bold assertion we set course for the future.
How about that other story from Christmas when God sent the angel
Gabriel to Nazareth, to The Virgin Mary?
“Greetings, you who are
highly favoured! The
Lord is with you.” “Do
not be afraid, Mary; you
have found favour with
God. You will conceive
and give birth to a son,
and you are to call him
Jesus. He will be great
and will be called the Son
of the Most High. The
Lord God will give him the
Continued on page 12
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View from the Vicarage (Continued)
throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants
forever; his kingdom will never end.”
“How can this be,” Mary asked the angel, who replied that the Virgin
Mary would conceive a son by the power of the Holy Spirit to be
called Jesus. The angel’s pronouncement is met with Mary’s willing
consent “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word”, and thus precipitates the Incarnation of
Christ and his redemption of the world.
How many of us have been blindsided by events we never expected
– something happens that we never saw coming, for better or for
worse — and we asked ourselves, in fury or despair or bewilderment:
“How can this be?” Mary is told, simply: “Nothing is impossible with
God”, and that is enough. That is all she needs to hear. She will
accept God’s will and she will carry it out. It’s – in every sense –
extraordinary. How is it that someone so young can so easily say
“Yes” to what will undoubtedly be difficult, and painful, and maybe
even scandalous? The very idea of it is a shock. It goes against our
culture.
We live in an age when it’s so easy to say “No”. We can make life
what we want it to be – even if that’s not what it should be. We can
fight aging with botox, avoid dieting with liposuction. We can make
a baby in a Petri dish. But modern life can become too stressful, and
society tells us that we can get rid of anything that’s just
inconvenient – even an unborn child.
But Mary didn’t. Mary wouldn’t. She listened to another voice. The
voice of an angel. When Mary asked the question the world asks so
often of God – “How can this be”? — the answer ignited in her a fire.
The fire of the Holy Spirit, the fire of possibility. Her soul-palette
whetted for new conquest and with bold assertion she set course for
the future.
This is part of Mary’s story, and it is part of our story too. Many
people over the years have shared with me their encounters with the
divine: visions, feelings, angelic appearances, dreams, words of
wisdom and insights. These are intimate stories of witness, which
we seem so often reticent to share in our scientific and ordered
world, and I feel privileged to have shared their insights. Doubtless
in your own faith journeys you have your intimate moments of divine
and miraculous encounters. They are more common than you might
think. God is at work among us! The only predictable thing about
him is his unpredictability!
The lesson of The Annunciation is so clear - in our moments of
confusion, when we are troubled by what God brings to us … nothing
is impossible. Angels will speak. The Spirit will come. A light will
break through the skies and guide the world to a saviour in a stable
and maybe not in December, because the shepherds would not be in
Continued on page 13
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View from the Vicarage (Continued)
in the fields in the winter!!! But that’s another story.
The gospel asks us to look deeply at the unexpected, and the
miraculous, and the mysterious. It asks us to consider possibility.
And it asks us to look into our own hearts. How do we respond to
the Gabriels in our own lives? How do we react when God suddenly
knocks on our door to announce a change in plans?
We may find ourselves brought up short by life. We may feel
disappointment, confusion, maybe even anger. And we may ask
those words that Mary asked so long ago, “How can this be?”

Blessings all!

Canon John

In Lieu of Church Collections
You can make a financial contribution to one of our churches online
via the Langtree Team website. You can also make online payments
to: North Stoke PCC 20-01-09 10726400 or Ipsden PCC 30-99-03
00153548.

Your Window Needs You!
Please remember that The Window is for you so we are always on
the lookout for articles that will interest people in Ipsden, Mongewell
and North Stoke. Without your help The Window would not exist.
We need articles, say between 100 and 400 words, with supporting
photographs or graphics if possible. You might be surprised: what
seems mundane and everyday to you may be interesting and new to
others. Please send your contributions to
ipsden.window@gmail.com; they are very welcome.
The Editor
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March Church Opening and Services
Services in the churches continue on the 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of
the month, and on Zoom on 2nd Sunday. The churches at Ipsden
and North Stoke open daily for visits and private prayer. When in
church be Covid-aware.
Date

Ipsden

North Stoke

Wed 2 March

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted).

Wed 2 March

Ash Wednesday Team Service at Witchurch at 7pm

Sun 6 March

9am Holy Communion

Wed 9 March

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted).

Thur 10 March

10.30am Midweek
Eucharist

Sun 13 March

10am Service of The Word Zoom Meeting Id 188 513
761 (Please wait to be admitted)

Wed 16 March

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted).

Sun 20 March

9.30am Holy Communion 11am Holy Communion

Wed 23 March

5pm Evening Prayer Zoom Meeting Id 410 935 129
(Please wait to be admitted).

Sun 27 March

9.30am Matins = Moth-

11am Holy Communion

11am Matins—Mothering

The Lent Journey
Everyone is welcome, wherever you are.
Come every day, or drop in when you can
"Forty Words"
is our ten minute daily online reflection for Lent 2022,
Thursday 3rd March to Wednesday 13th April.
8.30pm - 8.40pm
Every day: a word from Scripture, a reflection, music and prayer
Join the pilgrimage at Zoom ID 842 3891 2144 passcode 123165.

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Saboteurs, Assassins and Subversives!
An Everyday Tale of the SOE
This is an online talk
available on the
museum website from
7pm, Tuesday, 1
March 2022. Ingram
Murray and Blenheim
Palace’s Antonia
Keaney discuss the
work of the Special
Operations Executive
(SOE). Free to view
on the museum’s
website, with
donations welcome.
Video Link: https://
www.sofo.org.uk/
whats-on/sas-soe/
One of the many
secret organizations created after Dunkirk at the beginning of
the Second World War, the SOE had the task of stirring up
clandestine warfare in Occupied Europe and creating mayhem
behind enemy lines. Both at the time, and afterwards, the SOE
had a controversial record, so Ingram and Antonia will tackle
the questions of if it was effective, and whether its methods
were acceptable in a civilised society. It had only a short life
but it was the model followed by the USA in creating the CIA,
and many of its more ruthless practices have been copied by
terrorist organisations today.
Retired Lt Colonel Ingram Murray served with Parachute
Squadron of the Royal Engineers commander of 131
Independent Parachute Engineer Squadron, and as
watchkeeper with Intelligence Cell, 1st British Corps in GB,
1976-1980. More recently he has contributed to many
exhibitions at the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum as a
researcher and historian, including Spy Oxfordshire: Lifting the
Veil of Secrecy, and written numerous articles for Bugle &
Sabre: The Military History of Oxfordshire and
Buckinghamshire. He will also be known to listeners of the We
Have Ways Of Making You Talk history podcast, having
appeared alongside his son, comedian Al Murray. Antonia
Keaney is Blenheim Palace’s Social History researcher and an
experienced speaker. She has addressed a variety of
audiences, featuring on both local and national TV and radio.
Antonia has also co-curated exhibitions at the Palace.

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Dates for Your Diary
Tues 1 March

Soldiers of Oxford Online

See page 15

Wed 9 March

Ipsden Coffee Morning

See page 5

Sat 12 March

Concerts@Cholsey

See page 9

Sat 19 March

Cholsey Repair Café

See page 4

Sat 9 April

Ipsden Churchyard Clearup

See page 6

Sat 23 April

Henley Rotary Jazz Night

See page 5

Ipsden Village
Lottery Winners
29 January

Colin Hives

5 February

Amanda Small

12 February

Juliet Noel

19 February

John Allaway

26 February

See next issue

Ipsden Village
Lottery Tickets

There are still numbers available
for the Ipsden Lottery, which
helps fund our Village Memorial
Hall. A ticket is £1 per week,
payable in 10-week blocks, with
the winning number worth £25
each week. The winning
number is the Saturday night
bonus ball number in the
National Lottery. If you are
interested in joining, please talk
to Shirley in the shop to arrange
payment and to choose your
number. Good luck!
Clare Davis

This newsletter is edited, published, printed and distributed
by the churches of Ipsden and North Stoke
Copy deadline for the April issue is 20 March please
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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