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Welcome to John and Jean
St Mary’s church in Ipsden was just about full on Tuesday evening,
11 February, when the Reverend John Blair was presented, licensed
and welcomed as House for Duty Associate Priest in the Langtree
Team Ministry. John will have special responsibility for Ipsden, North
Stoke and Mongewell, and many of the congregation came from
these villages. The Langtree team area was also represented,
together with a large contingent from St Andrew’s Caversham, where
John has been assisting.
The service had a
fine mixture of
solemn dignity and
friendly humour, of
legal process and
informality. There
was a cast of
clergy, led by our
Archdeacon, the
Venerable Judy
French, standing in
for the Bishop of
Dorchester, and
the Langtree Team
Rector, Kevin
Davies. Her
Majesty the Queen
was somewhat
surprisingly unable
to attend, but as
head of the Church
of England she had
to be represented,
so her place was
taken by one of
the Deputy Lord
Lieutenants of
Oxfordshire, Lynda
Atkins.
Mary Daniels accompanied the hymns on piano (the organ still being
unavailable owing to the current building works), and the choir,
directed by Gary Magill, sang Lodovico Grossi da Viadana’s “Exsultate
Justi”. Lessons from the Book of Isaiah and Paul’s Letter to the
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Philippians were read by Graham Stretch and Vaughan Williams. The
Archdeacon then reminded us in her sermon that John will be the
minister for everyone in the parishes, not just churchgoers, and that
one of his tasks is to care for all. She also pointed out that John’s
post is not a fulltime one and we should respect his free time! There
is a degree of symbolism in a licensing service, such as members of
both churches giving John emblems of his ministry; this was followed
by declarations and oaths. John then received his Licence from the
Archdeacon acting on behalf of the Bishop.
After the service there was time to relax and celebrate at a reception
in the North Transept of the church. It was a wonderful evening and
thanks must be due to Churchwardens Clare Davis and David Kelley
for making it run smoothly, and to a great number of people who
tidied, cleaned and decorated a church still in the midst of a building
project. Thanks also to those who provided food and liquid
refreshments for some eighty people.

Most importantly, though, we all welcome John and Jean and hope
they will be very happy in their new surroundings, as John
immediately takes up the mantle of being our vicar. We look forward
to getting to know both John and Jean; we wish them well.
Peter Bennett

Church Services
for March

Ipsden (at 9.30am
unless otherwise
stated)

N Stoke (at 11am
unless otherwise
stated)

Sunday 1 March

Holy Communion

Morning Prayer

Sunday 8 March

Evensong & Blessing Holy Communion
Stairway/WC 6.30pm

Sunday 15 March

Holy Communion

All Age Worship

Sunday 22 March

Mothering Sunday

Holy Communion

Sunday 29 March

Team Service at
Whitchurch Hill 4pm

Team Service at
Whitchurch Hill 4pm

Holy Week and Easter Services (provisional): Palm Sunday
Communion for Ipsden & N Stoke at Mongewell 11am. Maundy
Thursday Team Service time & location to be confirmed. Good Friday
All Age Service for Ipsden & N Stoke at Ipsden 9.30am. Easter Day
Communions 9.30am Ipsden, 11am N Stoke
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From the Vicarage
Welcome to March, the third month of the year ….. or is it the first?
According to old Roman calendars (before 150BC), one year was ten
months long, beginning in March and ending in December. January
and February were just two nameless months called “winter,” proving
that winter is literally so awful it doesn’t even deserve a spot on the
calendar. By Roman reckoning, therefore, the weather we have just
had didn’t really happen at all! Try that one out on the poor people of
so many of our villages and towns around our country! So many
people have been flooded out of their homes again and again, and
their lives devastated. There is no way they can pass that off as
never happening. We can only trust that they will find ways to piece
their lives back together.
March was actually named for the Roman God of war and a mythical
ancestor of the Roman people via his wolf-suckling sons, Romulus
and Remus. With the winter frosts melting and the ground becoming
fertile for harvest again in the Northern hemisphere, March was
historically the perfect month for both farmers to resume farming,
and warriors to resume warring. Incidentally, except for the recent
War on Afghanistan, almost all major US-NATO led military
operations since the invasion of Vietnam have begun in the month of
March.
Of course, as an Irishman, you would expect me to highlight the
Feast Day of St Patrick on 17 March – the day for planting potatoes
to be ready for the dinner plate on 12 July!! In fact, according to
Christian Traditions, a total of over 400 Saints are venerated during
March somewhere in the world. But what better way to enter March,
the month of Lent this year, than with the ould fellow’s prayer:
John Blair
I arise today
Through the strength of heaven;
Light of the sun,
Splendour of fire,
Speed of lightning,
Swiftness of the wind,
Depth of the sea,
Stability of the earth,
Firmness of the rock.
I arise today
Through God's strength to pilot
me;
God's might to uphold me,
God's wisdom to guide me,
God's eye to look before me,
God's ear to hear me,
God's word to speak for me,
God's hand to guard me,
God's way to lie before me,
God's shield to protect me,
God's hosts to save me
Afar and anear,
Alone or in a multitude.
ipsden.window@gmail.com

Christ shield me today
Against wounding.
Christ with me, Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
Christ in me, Christ beneath me,
Christ above me,
Christ on my right, Christ on my
left,
Christ when I lie down, Christ
when I sit down,
Christ in the heart of everyone
who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone
who speaks of me,
Christ in the eye that sees me,
Christ in the ear that hears me.

I arise today
Through the mighty strength
Of the Lord of creation.
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APMs and APCMs: Sundays 6 and 19 April
Annual meetings for the churches in North Stoke and Ipsden will
take place in April, in accordance with Church Representation Rules.
Each Annual Parish Meeting (APM) is a short meeting for those on
the civic electoral roll to elect two churchwardens for each church.
The APMs will be followed immediately by Annual Parochial Church
Meetings (APCMs), which are open to all those on the relevant
parish electoral roll to receive a report reviewing the year’s activities
and to elect members of the Parochial Church Council (PCC). These
annual meetings are planned to be held in the respective churches
on 6 April (for Ipsden) and 19 April (for N Stoke), both immediately
after the Sunday morning service; statutory notices about these
meetings and the annual update of the electoral rolls will be posted
on church notice boards in due course.
Peter Bennett

Langtree Team Churches 7-11 Holiday Club: 28 and 29 May
This year’s Langtree Team Churches 7-11 Holiday Club takes place
on Thursday 28 and Friday 29 May from 10am to 3.30pm
(registration from 9.45am) in Woodcote Village Hall. This Club, run
by members of the Langtree Team churches, is open to all children
in the Langtree area who are aged between 7 and 11 years (they
must be 7 on or by 28 May 2020). Further details of Holiday Club
will be in the registration forms which will be available from the
Langtree Team Churches during May. If you have any queries please
contact me on 01491 681483.
Janet Casson

Ipsden Cricket Club Quiz Night: Saturday 21 March
Ipsden Cricket Club is once again holding a general knowledge quiz
night. People can arrive from 7pm onwards for a 7.30pm start. The
cost of the evening will be £10 per person and will include a fish and
chip supper and a game of stand-up bingo with a cash prize! You
will need to bring your own condiments and, if you don't like using
your fingers and eating out of your wrapper, please bring your own
cutlery and plates. Those people who want to take part in the quiz
but do not wish to eat can take part at a reduced rate of £5. Teams
can be up to a maximum of eight. Anybody who fancies coming but
does not have a team can be allocated to an existing team on the
night. There will be a cash bar available. Please come out and
support your local cricket club in their quest to raise much-needed
funds.
You can book a place/team by contacting Ben Davies on 01491
652355, or send an e-mail to mcandben@hotmail.com or a text
to 07834 974419. We ask you please to book in advance so that
catering, tables and refreshments can be organised, and to avoid
any disappointment on the night should our maximum capacity be
reached.
Ben Davies
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Coffee Morning Wednesday 11 March
Come and join us for coffee & cakes at our coffee mornings held in
the Memorial Hall in Ipsden 10am—11.30am. These are held on
the 2nd Wednesday of every month. We look forward to seeing
you there. Do let me know if you need a lift, Tel: 680218
Clare Davis
“Opening the Scriptures: Setting Our Hearts on Fire”
Every Wednesday from 4 March until 8 April at 7.30pm at The
Vicarage we will use material prepared by Dr Clare Amos, followed
by light refreshments. Luke 24:13-38. Feel free to come to as
many or as few as you wish.
John Blair
Building Works at St Mary’s:
We’re Nearly There … at Last!
The works to install a new fully
accessible toilet in the old church
vestry at Ipsden are progressing
well and were 80% complete as of
the monthly review on 8 February.
This means that the major work
including water supply and
drainage, new partition wall,
adjustment of font position, floors,
ceilings, cupboards and
replacement staircase to the
organ loft is substantially
complete and the remaining work
is completion of installation of
fittings, testing and decoration.
The work remains on schedule for
completion on 28 February. After
that, the bell ropes will be rerouted and the main church pipeorgan will be removed from its
protective dust-sheets and
recommissioned.

There will be a special choral
Evensong service at St Mary’s
Ipsden, led by the Bishop of
Dorchester on Sunday 8
March at 6.30pm. During this
service Bishop Colin Fletcher
will give thanks for, and
bless, the new loo and
replacement stairs. All are
welcome.

We are finalising the schedules of
this work with the respective
specialist contractors with the
target of completion by 6 March.
Gary Magill
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Wallingford U3A
A Canal Re-Born
and Hot Air Balloons
Many of us had forgotten that for a hundred years canals provided
the fastest and most efficient form of transport, for people and
freight, in the UK. Jack Telling, our February speaker,
enthusiastically reminded us. Canals brought coal to static steam
engines in mines and mills, powering the Industrial Revolution. But
moving steam engines and railways killed them. One by one canals
were abandoned and left to rot. By the mid-20th Century rural canals
had become marshy havens for wild things; urban canals septic
dumping grounds for refuse and dead cats and adventure
playgrounds for children forbidden to go near them. Then, in the
1970s, people began to consider what canals might offer to leisure,
education and environmental enhancement. Jack became enthralled
by the possibilities, and he held us spellbound with the story of his
family’s involvement in the on-going restoration of the Severn/
Thames canal. This wonderful canal was opened in 1779 linking the
two Rivers (West to East coasts, therefore) to the 2,500 miles of
waterways in the Midlands and the North. It was abandoned to
dereliction in 1954. Twenty years later a great restoration project
began. The costs were/are staggering. Jack knows. He became
treasurer. Volunteers have raised millions through resourcefulness
and inspirational hard work. Volunteer skilled tradesmen have taught
other volunteers hosts of skills, the Prince of Wales and Princess
Anne have been supportive. Jack’s “Before and After” photographs
brought gasps from his audience. From the West the reconstruction
has reached Lechlade. Jack hopes to see it completed, a year ahead
of schedule, in 2039, the year he will be 100. Thanks, Jack, and
good luck.
Our Speaker in March will be George Verdon on “The World of Hot Air
Balloons”. Our meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each
month at 2.00 pm in Crowmarsh Village Hall. Visitors are always
made welcome. Our programme for 2020/2021 will be available at
the March meeting. However, on 24 March we are going to the
Churchill War Rooms in London. For details contact Hermione on
01865 858 024. There are still a few tickets available for the lunch
and matinee at Sonning Theatre on Saturday, 27th June. For more
information about what we do please visit our website:
u3awebsites.org.uk/Wallingford or phone Jill on 01491 835 944.
Deirdre Wilson
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On Your Bikes - or
Horses - Please!
This year’s Ride and Stride
will take place on Saturday,
12 September. The purpose
of this event is to raise funds
for the Oxfordshire Historic
Churches Trust (OHCT). In
fact, sponsorship raised on
this day is one of their
largest sources of income.
The OHCT makes grants to
places of Christian worship
throughout the county. St
Mary’s Ipsden has recently
had a significant grant
towards the current building
project. Therefore, it would
be good if we could take an
active part, as a community
this year.

fielded a large group of cyclists
who have ridden for all or part of
the day. This can be punctuated
by a pub lunch or picnic at lunch
time as well as refreshments
offered by many of the churches
we visit. It’s a great chance to
explore the area and local
churches. We have run a
checkpoint and offered
refreshments at the church
every year and manning the
church would be very useful if
you don’t feel like riding or
striding.

There are a number of ways
that you can take part and
raise sponsorship. The day is
based on visiting churches in
the area, signing in and
having your sponsorship
form marked. However, your
means of travel between
churches is up to you. You
might walk, ride a horse or
ride a bicycle on your own or
in a group. You might ask to
be sponsored by mileage or
per church. You can also be
sponsored for manning the
church on the day.

We are planning to take part
with a group of cyclists visiting
local churches. The route
shouldn’t be too gruelling, but I
would like to have an idea of
who would be able to join in. We
can then adapt the route or
organise several parties. Please
let me know by email:
dickelley@aol.com
David Kelley

The sponsorship raised is
divided equally between the
OHCT and your nominated
church. In the past we have
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Rubbish News!

Oxfordshire County Council will be closing recycling centres for two
days during March and April to carry out a deep clean and essential
maintenance. Please note that Oakley Wood centre will be closed
on Tuesday 31 March and Wednesday 1 April 2020.
Get your waste to the right place
The Waste Wizard is a new online tool to kill the confusion around
recycling and help Oxfordshire defeat General Waste. Type in your
postcode and the name of any item to find out whether it can be
reused, repaired, donated or recycled.
oxfordshire.gov.uk/wastewizard
If you want to try to win ….. As
you can see from the results, there
are numbers available for the Ipsden
Lottery, which helps fund our
wonderful Village Memorial Hall. A
ticket is £1 per week, payable in 10week blocks, with the winning number
worth £25 each week. The winning
number is the Saturday night bonus
ball number in the National Lottery. If
you are interested in joining, please
talk to Shirley in the shop to arrange
payment and to choose your number.
Good luck!
Clare Davis

Ipsden Village
Lottery Winners
1 Feb

Workshop

8 Feb

No Winner

15 Feb

No Winner

Results for the remainder
of February will be given
in the April edition

March—April Dates for Your Diary:
4 March

U3A Wallingford at 2pm

See page 6

4 March

Lent Scriptures start

See page 5

7 March

Eva’s Friends Supper

See February edition

8 March

Visit of Bishop Colin at a
6.30pm service for the
“Blessing of the New Loo”

St Mary’s, Ipsden See
pages 2 & 5

11 March

Ipsden Coffee Morning

See page 5

21 March

ICC Quiz

See page 4

6 April

St Mary’s Ipsden APM/APCM

See page 4

19 April

St Mary’s N Stoke APM/APCM See page 4

Note: Copy deadline for the April edition is 20 March
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