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Homer History
It was in 1928 that Francis Grenville Jackson sailed for Australia,
where he worked on a farm in the Outback until he returned to
England about 1933; he was determined not to go into the family
business in Reading but to continue farming. With this in mind in
1936, his father financed the tenancy of Upper House Farm, Nuffield,
from the then owner, Lord Pillimore.
It was during his time there that he married Mary and their first son
Richard was born in 1942. Eventually the tenancy of Homer Farm,
which is still owned by the Kennington family, became available as
part of the “War Ag” created when WW2 broke out and for some
years he farmed both. By way of explanation, “War Ag”, created by
HM Government of the day, dictated who farmed various land which
was not being farmed, and how it was to be farmed. Farmers were
told what to grow, with father growing corn sold to grain merchants
along with potatoes purchased by the potato marketing board. The
latter were not a great success because of stony ground and, as soon
as the compulsory order ceased, he stopped growing them.
Mother much preferred the farmhouse at Homer with its "mod cons"
of an upstairs bathroom (although electricity did not come until 1954)
so they moved there in 1944 when Giles was born. Father eventually
gave up the tenancy of Upper House, so concentrating on Homer.

Father milked 30
Shorthorn cows in a
Hosier Bail, like many
other farmers at that
time and pictured here
around 1948. The bail
was moved regularly
to various fields, the
cows supplying much
needed fertiliser for
the land. Put into
churns, the milk was
collected each day by
Clifford’s Dairy in
Bracknell.
Continued on page 2
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Homer History (Continued)
At that time, Homer also boasted a cherry orchard which provided
another income in the season. Father picked the fruit which a
wholesaler collected, no doubt destined for London.
Giles gave up growing corn at the end of the 60's, concentrating
on grass for sileage, haylage and on the cows to graze with bedding
straw bought from neighbouring farmers. Richard, always keen on
machinery, went on to own a very successful Agricultural Contracting
business, and became a widely known and well-respected member of
the community.
Giles started to build up the milking herd
over the years, changing from Shorthorns
to Red Polls that were crossed with
Friesen, then Holstein which were
particularly good milk producers.
Because of this, in 1974 a milking parlour
was built which boasted a refrigerated
bulk tank to hold 1,000 litres of milk,
later changed to a tank holding 2,500
litres. Six cows could now be milked at a
time instead of the old Bail which held
four. Churns became redundant, with
milk now collected daily by a dairy tanker.
Heifer calves were kept to replenish the herd, with bull calves sold at
Thame Market. Giles also kept a flock of sheep. We have many
happy memories of children on school visits to see the lambs or to
peer into the bulk tank (if the milk had not yet been collected), some
children being surprised where milk came from. Various eggs were
also supplied for their school incubator where our friend taught, and
half-grown goslings taken in so the children could see their
progress. Also, one particular litter of puppies which the children
loved, but I divert!
Deciding to retire from milking, Giles sold his herd in 2010, which
amounted to about 100 animals. We were very pleased that they all
went to one farm, so the herd stayed together. He now helps to look
after a friend's beef cattle who graze here along with a small flock of
Black Welsh Mountain Ewes which belong to our friend and
neighbour.
In conclusion, we leave with
these words from "The Ipsden
Country" by J. H. Baker:
"Homer is well and delightfully
named, though it might well be
‘home’, as that seems to be its
real significance. Its peace and
serenity are timeless for there
one feels that it is ‘always
afternoon’."
Diana and Giles Jackson
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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“Who’s Zoomin’ Who?”
A few weeks ago we had our last live church communion service at
St Mary’s Ipsden as part of our Thursday morning opening. With the
current situation this has stopped, although we still open the church
for quiet prayer on Sunday afternoon and Thursday morning. All our
services are now on Zoom.
When I wrote my last thought for the week, a year ago, we were
looking forward to the completion of our building projects and the
licencing of our new vicar. Our bells had been refurbished and rehung the previous August and re-dedicated by Bishop Colin. When
he visited us, he asked to return to bless our West end building
works: the new disabled loo, staircase to the organ loft and minivestry and we’d also been able to unwrap the newly rebuilt organ.
The Rev Canon John Blair was duly installed in February 2020 and
soon after the bishop blessed the result of all the hard work by the
Friends of St Mary’s, PCC, builders, organ builders, architects and the
Diocese. After all the excitement we continued cleaning and
snagging and had one more Sunday service in the church. Then all
places of worship were closed. All that hard work and years of
planning and we could not use it!
The following Sunday’s service was on-line. By the miracle of Zoom
we were all able to join with our sister parish of North Stoke. I was
in Somerset but still able to take part. Then came the lockdown. I
got back to Ipsden and, in common with most others, I have been at
home ever since. Some churches have been streaming services or
putting them on YouTube. It’s extraordinary how quickly those who
are able to use these routes to collective worship have been able to
adapt. It isn’t just the young either, there are an awful lot of ‘silver
surfers’ around! As this has developed our worship has extended to
Wednesday Evening Prayer, Friday night Compline as well as Sunday
morning service with occasional virtual Eucharist. Quite an advance
on one Sunday service per week. Surely a case of God moving in a
mysterious way, his wonders to perform.

Another blessing, in the midst of the current gloom, is the degree of
inclusion. People who have been unable to attend physical church
services through infirmity or distance are able to attend and take a
full part now. During Advent the Rector led a nightly reflection,
seven days a week, and I think I only missed one. I have to admit
that I would never have driven up to Checkendon to attend these!
We are able to have PCC meetings by Zoom too. There should be no
absences even though two of our number are delayed abroad, in
Canada and Dubai. I feel that church will never be the same, even
when we can go back into the buildings on a Sunday. As Aretha
Franklin sang: “Who’s Zoomin’ Who?”
David Kelley
Editor’s note: this article is adapted from one that appeared in an
earlier issue of “The Henley Standard”.
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Clap for Captain Sir Tom

The Prime Minister called for a national clap as a tribute to the life
and optimism of Captain Sir Tom Moore. Here are residents of
Ipsden, needing no such ministerial invitation, clapping on the
evening of Thursday 4 February in honour of the 100-year-old
fundraiser. Thank you to David Coldwell for again providing one of
his clever montages.

Did You Know? …..
…. that below the Ipsden soil there is a thick layer of chalk,
approximately 100m in depth, which was deposited 100 million
years ago in warm clear seas when this part of the world was where
the Mediterranean Sea is today?
Question: What
do the Chiltern Hills
have in common
with the Alps and
the Himalayas?
Answer: They
were all created by
the huge collision
of the North African
Plate with the
European Plate 40
million years ago.
Robert Booth
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Mad March Hares! Myths, Magic and Art
As the first few days of spring warms the cold sodden earth, there is
never a more breath-taking sight than to see two hares boxing in a
field. Such duals have become an iconic symbol of our British
landscape and have been immortalised in numerous arts and crafts
all around the country.
The concept of the ‘mad march hare’ comes from these field battles
which include madcap chases as well as the furious boxing matches.
However, the behaviour is anything but mad and is in fact a
courtship ritual between a male and a female, not two males fighting
for territory, as is often believed.

Hares are also depicted in folklore as gazing at the moon which
reflects a pagan belief that seeing a ‘moon-gazing hare’ would bring
growth, re-birth, abundance, new beginnings and good fortune.
Also, it was believed by our ancestors that there was ‘a hare on the
moon’, because they could see the face and head of a hare, instead
of our modern perception of seeing a man on the moon. The hare
was also considered to be sacred to the German goddess Eostre of
spring and dawn, who was celebrated during the spring equinox,
from which the modern holiday of Easter takes its name. Of course,
the Easter bunny originates from Eostre’s hares!
The ancient Britons considered the hare to be such a good omen
that it was outlawed to eat or kill a hare unless at the feast of
Beltane, when it was eaten as part of the rites to celebrate fertility
and as an offering to ensure a productive hunt. On the darker side,
hares were often associated with witches, as it was believed that
witches would transform themselves into hares to evade capture and
would, thus disguised, steal milk from cattle and sheep unless
caught by a black greyhound. It was also believed that hares boxing
in the moonlight were the witches dancing in the mist or their
familiars at play.
In art, hares have often been subjects for ‘hunting’ still life
paintings, their inert bodies draped with wine, guns and other animal
fatalities. Such paintings were particularly popular during the Dutch
Golden Age of painting during the 17th century. Probably one of the
most famous watercolours of a hare is ‘Young Hare’ by Albrecht
Durer, which was completed in 1502 and is an incredibly detailed
and realistic interpretation, showing every detail of the fur and
whiskers.
These days, artists are more
adventurous in their use of
palette and design, with hares
being painted in every colour,
from photorealistic through to
naive art, and can be seen in
practically every gallery and gift
shop.
Denny Webb
www.dennywebb.com
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Well Place Bird Notes
This year I have seen a few Redwings and Fieldfares who have
headed South, but fewer than last year. Maybe they stayed up on
the open fields on the Ipsden hills. A rare visitor to us has been a
Grey Wagtail, showing much yellow and easily confused with the
Yellow Wagtail.
I heard our first Song Thrush sing on 20
January, although the recent very cold
weather has shut them up. I must have
“done” Thomas Hardy for a school exam.
His poem “The Darkling Thrush” has stuck
in my head somewhere. But I never
understood it aged 15 or so. Why on earth
did Thomas Hardy, who seemed a bit
sombre for me, enthuse so magically about
this little brown bird? I could understand lyrical enthusiasm for
Skylarks and the hoot of Tawny Owls (many hooting well just now
on Berins Hill). But I never saw why the Thrush deserved a poem,
until March last year when lockdown kicked in. The song of the
Song Thrush is simply so raucous, so marvellously confident, so
varied, so super chirpy, so joyful that one cannot but be cheered up
immensely. By and large, they keep quiet during hard winter. But
as the idea of Spring reaches them, off they go again.
Andrew Holmes

Bird Count
Last week was the date for the Big
Farmland Bird Count, so on Thursday
11 February, Gary Magill and I set off
with binoculars (his) and a blank piece
of paper (mine) to walk the bounds
and count the birds. It was freezing
cold, biting E wind, grey skies, sleet on
the horizon and not a bird in sight.
However, with Gary you always find
something, he is a master Bird Watcher
and it is a rare privilege to walk with him. As I was hunkering down
into my coat and scarf: “Look up there …. And yes, I can hear a
Nuthatch”, so we continued for the next hour and a half. We
recorded 30 different species (3 different Gulls no less) I was thrilled
to be able to record 4 Yellowhammers (pictured above right) and
several skylarks (both ground nesting birds), but not the flock of 50
Linnets we saw in the same week last year. I am also amused to
note we hardly saw a Pheasant or a Partridge on our walk! So even
when the wind is cutting across the fields and life looks gloomy all
around, there is valiant wildlife continuing ‘business as usual’.
Susie Williams
Big Farmland Bird Count - Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust
(bfbc.org.uk)
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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View From the Vicarage
Once upon a time I was chaplain to The
Royal Welch Fusiliers in Northern Ireland, not
far from where they were stationed 300
years before in support of King Billy’s
campaign against James II, which culminated
at The Battle of The Boyne! On 1 March each
year the regiment celebrated the feast of St
David. Soldiers wore leeks upon their
person, the ladies, daffodils. At dinner, the
Commanding Officer would invite guests to
eat a leek to the accompaniment of much
noise – a great honour!
Swords clashed as the men of Wales fought
for hours to protect their land from the
Saxon invaders. But despite their efforts,
the Welsh were slowly losing. In the heat of
the battle, it was difficult to tell friend from
foe because both sides wore similar clothing.
As the Welsh lost more and more ground, a
monk cried out to them, "Welshmen, you
must mark yourselves so that you can better tell who is Saxon and
who is Welsh.” The monk plucked a leek plant from the ground and
continued, "Here, wear these so you will know that any soldier who
does not have a leek is your enemy." This did the trick, and that
monk was named David.
David died on 1 March (about AD600) and he would in time become
the patron saint of Wales. His body was buried at St David’s
Cathedral, which became a prestigious site of pilgrimage in the
middle ages, its stature enhanced by a visit from William Conqueror.
Indeed in 1123 Pope Calixtus II decreed that two pilgrimages to St
Davids was the equivalent of one to Rome, with three trips to west
Wales counting as one to Jerusalem. Welsh people the world over
celebrate by proudly wearing the stalk, flower, or a bit of leaf from a
leek plant - the leek has a flower much like a daffodil?
David was named Archbishop of Wales at the Synod of Brefi in
AD550. He lived in the settlement of Menevia – later named St
Davids in his honour – where he had set up a large monastery which
is now St David’s Cathedral. Monastic Rule of David prescribed that
monks had to pull the plough themselves without draught animals
and must drink only water and eat only bread with salt and herbs.
The monks spent their evenings in prayer, reading and writing (great
Lenten discipline!!). No personal possessions were allowed: even to
say "my book" was considered an offence. He lived a simple life and
practised asceticism, teaching his followers to refrain from eating
meat and drinking beer. His symbol, also the symbol of Wales, is
the leek (this inspires a reference in Shakespeare's Henry V, Act V
scene 1):
Continued on page 8
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View From the Vicarage (Continued)
Fluellen: "If your Majesty is remembered of it, the
Welshmen did good service in a garden where leeks did
grow, wearing leeks in their Monmouth caps, which your
Majesty knows, to this hour is an honourable badge of the
service, and I do believe, your Majesty takes no scorn to
wear the leek upon Saint Tavy's day". King Henry: "I wear
it for a memorable honour; for I am Welsh, you know, good
countryman".
All this said! But when you see St David represented on stained
glass there is, as far as I can see, no sign of either leek or daffodil –
but a dove instead!
Many miracles are ascribed to St. David, including the resurrection of
a dead child and the restoration of sight to a blind man. One of the
more famous miracles associated with him is the formation of a hill
beneath him as he preached to a large crowd, allowing them to see
and hear him more clearly. During this incident, a white dove is said
to have landed on his shoulder!
This is jolly significant, because March, Dove, and Lent all have one
thing in common – HOPE
"How terrible a time is the
beginning of March. In a
month there will be daffodils
and the sudden blossoming of
orchards, but you wouldn't
know it now. You have to take
spring on blind faith." (Beatriz
Williams)
"Our life is March weather,
savage and serene in one hour.
We go forth austere, dedicated, believing in the iron links of Destiny,
and will not turn on our heel to save our life: but a book, or a bust,
or only the sound of a name, shoots a spark through the nerves, and
we suddenly believe in will." (Ralph Waldo Emerson)
“Hope is the anchor of our souls. I know of no one who is not in
need of hope – young or old, strong or weak, rich or poor.” (James
E. Faust)
Hope is not the same as expectation,
which can be rather inflexible because
it is tied to our previous experiences!
We cannot expect something better
than what we know and makes us less
likely to accept what we do not want.
Hope on the other hand is flexible and
alive. Hope always starts from “what
is”, desires good and allows for growth.

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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View From the Vicarage (Continued)
A dove carrying an olive branch is a symbol of peace and hope.
After Noah was in the ark for a while it stopped raining and he sent a
dove out to see if there was any dry land nearby. The dove returned
with an olive branch. This signifies the hope for mankind after the
flood – after the pandemic! When Noah needed evidence that new
life was possible, the dove brought it to him. There are opportunities
again for new starts, for rebirth. Life goes on.
Lent generally falls at the beginning of March and is observed for 6
weeks. It is the season when Christians traditionally observe simple
living, fasting and prayers as a discipled approach to the renewal of
their faith, draw from the living waters of hope, meander outside our
safe boxes and receive with open hearts the love of God.
So many faith traditions offer a time of metanoia, an invitation to
contemplate one’s life intentionally and focus on that which is bigger
than we are. None of us, no matter what we believe or where we
come from or what we look like, will get through this life without
experiencing some sort of “ash” event which has the power to leave
us stuck, send us in a downward spiral, or lift us to some new
awareness and a life-giving transformation. We all have the Creatorgiven potential to bring beauty and hope to our world, and to be
nurtured by both. Does this not resonate with us as we hope to rise
from the ashes of this last year of pandemic, or to rise from the
ashes of any past event that burdens or wearies us or makes us feel
diminished.
Psychologists argue that hope comes into its own when crisis looms,
opening us to new creative possibilities, and that with great need
comes an unusually wide range of ideas, as well as such positive
emotions as happiness and joy, courage, and empowerment, drawn
from four different areas of one's self: from a cognitive,
psychological, social, or physical perspective.

Hopeful people are like the little
engine that could, because "I think
I can, I think I can". Hope is linked
to the existence of a goal,
combined with a determined plan
for reaching that goal. For us that
would be the Kingdom of Heaven
and the justice of God. See what
St Paul had to say about that.

Continued on page 10
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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View From the Vicarage (Continued)
“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have obtained access to this grace in which
we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the
glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in
our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, and endurance produces character, and
character produces hope, and hope does not
disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.”
Best wishes to you all

Canon John
Post Script: A word from Captain Sir Tom Moore
“After all that we have achieved over the
last few months, and with the world still
in recovery, it made sense to us to create
a legacy. To raise money and push
towards our vision of a more hopeful
world. So, together with my family, we
have created The Captain Tom
Foundation. Now we can all stand
shoulder to shoulder to make sure
tomorrow will be a good day”.

Service Zoomers
Two Sunday Service Zoomers want to thank our Vicar and all the
team involved for their time, imagination and devotion which goes
into St Mary's services. Clearly much skill and thought is involved.
Our Vicar is no doubt a brilliant leader of all this, but he is very ably
supported. We find the blend of home and external input to the way
the Services run, including imported professional hymn singers
alongside Ipsden Choir, very good for meditation, reflection and
thought. The churches’ bell ringers and the Ipsden Choir are hitting
high notes of skill.

In Lieu of Church Collections
We have no weekly church collections, so if you would like to make
a financial contribution to one of our churches please do so online at
Donations – Langtree Team Ministry (langtreechurches.org). You
can also make online payments to: North Stoke PCC 20-01-09
10726400 and Ipsden PCC 30-99-03 00153548.

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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March, Holy Week and Easter
Church Opening and Services
St Mary’s North Stoke is

closed for the time being. There will be no
services at St Mary’s Ipsden but the church will be open for quiet prayer
on Sundays from 12pm noon to 4pm and on Thursdays from 10am
to 12pm noon. This allows the required 72 hours between each use
of the church building. Please follow instructions on the notices:
sanitise, wear a mask, leave a laminated slip when you have sat in
a pew, leave doors open when you are in the church and scan your
QR code on arrival. The last is optional but helpful.

Please note that church opening is under constant review in line
with HM Government restrictions and Church of England advice.
Churchwarden David Kelley provides regular updates on St Mary’s
Ipsden; if you would like to receive these and think that you are not
on his list, please send a request to David at dickelley@aol.com
Scheduled Zoom services will continue as usual throughout March
www.zoom.us
Ipsden & North Stoke Sunday Worship Sundays at 10am
Meeting ID: 188 513 761 (Please wait to be admitted)
Ipsden & North Stoke Evening Prayer Wednesdays at 5pm
Meeting ID: 410 935 129 (Please wait to be admitted)
Ipsden & North Stoke COMPLINE Fridays at 8pm
Meeting ID: 726 350 423 (Please wait to be admitted)
Our Lent Journey continues every day from 8.30pm for a tenminute devotional; readings, prayer, music, input from Revd Kevin
and Revd John. Join us daily, or when you can. Everyone is
welcome. The Zoom Meeting ID is 842 3891 2144 with passcode
123165. Do make a note of them in your diary.
Mothering Sunday (14 March): will be celebrated at the normal
Sunday service timed at 10am. Zoom Meeting ID: 188 513 761
(Please wait to be admitted).
Maundy Thursday (1 April): there will be a virtual joint Langtree
Team Communion service at 7.30pm on Zoom Meeting ID 879
0804 7954, passcode 107463.
Good Friday (2 April): A three-hour Mediation from 12 noon until
3pm. "At the Foot of The Cross", with music and reflection on
Jesus' Seven Words. Zoom ID 811 2461 6031 (Please wait to be
admitted). There will be breaks in the worship, so you are invited
to come and go as you feel able, but QUIETLY, MUTED and VIDEO
OFF please.
Easter Sunday (4 April): Eucharist on Zoom at the Sunday service
at 10am. Meeting ID: 188 513 761 (Please wait to be admitted).

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Zoom Etiquette, or Stick a Mute In It!
Over the past year
many of us have got
used to
communicating by
Zoom, including for
the church services
run by the Rev’d John
Blair.
Zoom was really
designed for meetings
where only one person
speaks at once and
the the program
continually shifts to
concentrate on that
person.
Depending on how you are using Zoom, the main picture may
change to the person speaking or the border of a thumbnail will
change colour for that person. But the attention doesn't just shift
with speech, any noise will do it. So if John is playing music and
someone else makes a sound, whatever that might be, the music
stops and the "focus" shifts to the person making the sound. If
there are lots of people unmuted music becomes
impossible. Fortunately the host (and any co-host) has the ability to
mute everyone so that music can be heard uninterrupted.
You always have the ability to unmute if you want to be heard. But
do you need to unmute if you don't need to say anything?
Remember, your microphone will pick up every sound you make and
broadcast it to everyone else. You may think you are whispering an
aside to your partner but if your microphone is active your whisper
will be picked up, amplified and broadcast to all. Thus we have had
a number of sometimes amusing interruptions at quiet moments in
the services.
There was the gentleman saying to his wife "shall I go to the loo
while you make the coffee?" There was the aside in the prayers of
the Harvest Festival service, when a prayer was being said for
"abundant harvest", and everyone heard "It was a terrible harvest".
There was Jill Yates's chicken chirping under the table. There have
been numerous clinks of coffee cups, cutlery, ringing phones, dogs
barking, chairs creaking, coughs and sneezes, and worse.
So I suggest you stay muted all the time, unless you are going to
read a lesson, or want to respond with an “Amen”. Remember you
can unmute (and mute) at any time by clicking on the microphone
icon or, if you have a keyboard by pressing alt-a, or you can unmute
temporarily just by pressing the spacebar.
Amen!

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Treasurer and Trustee Needed
We are a local charity providing the
Citizens Advice service in South
Oxfordshire and Vale of White
Horse. We advise 12,000 people each
year and help four in every five to
resolve their problems. We are
members of National Citizens Advice.
Our funding comes from District, Town
and Parish Councils, and from local
charities.
Treasurer: We are looking for an experienced Treasurer with a
relevant financial qualification or experience. Knowledge of charity
finance is preferred but not essential. Your main role will be to guide
the board on the financial implications of budgets and plans; and
work with staff to prepare a budget, monitor our finances and
present management accounts.
Trustee: We are looking for a new Trustee to contribute to the work
of the Board as it navigates the uncertainties of a post-Covid world.
Each Trustee oversees a particular aspect of the charity’s work.
There are seven Trustee board meetings each year, held in the
evening of the third Tuesday of every other month
What’s in it for you? You will make a truly positive impact in your
local area by ensuring that OSAV CA is sustainable and addresses
the needs of the community. You will build relationships with
trustees, staff and volunteers, and build on your governance skills.
We welcome applications from all sections of the community so that
we have a diverse board that reflects our clients and communities.
If you would like to discuss this opportunity, please contact Jane
Richardson (Chair) jane.richardson@osavcab.org.uk or Jon Bright
(Chief Officer) jon.bright@osavcab.org.uk
Darius Halpern

Welcome Corner
During last summer the late Jill Yates had the idea to say a big hello
from the villages to all new residents, or those who’ve been here a
while, who, because there have been no village events since
lockdown began last March, have not had the chance to meet.
Normally our villages are very friendly with lots to be involved in but,
with not much happening, Jill felt people should have the opportunity
to introduce themselves. If anyone new or new-ish to Mongewell,
North Stoke or Ipsden would like to send a short introduction, please
email details to ipsden.window@gmail.com

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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The Census is Coming
Sunday, 21 March 2021
By taking part, you can
help to inform decisions
on services that shape
your community, such as
healthcare, education and
transport. It’s important
that you fill in your census
questionnaire online. It’s
easy to take part, but if
you need a little extra
help there are a wide
range of support services.
There’s language support
and accessible census
guidance. You can also
get help from census staff
in the contact centre over
phone, in a web chat or on
social media.
The Office for National
Statistics (ONS) will send
you a letter in the post
with an access code and
instructions. You can fill
your census questionnaire
in online as soon as you
get yours. If your
household circumstances change on Census Day, you can let the
ONS know. Remember, if you, or anyone you know, needs help,
there’s plenty available. For more information, visit
www.census.gov.uk
Parish Councils have been asked to assist in promoting public
awareness of the forthcoming census. Census 2021 will be the first
digital-first census, aiming for as many households as possible to
complete the census online. Ipsden Parish Council recognises that
not every household in Ipsden and North Stoke has access to the
internet and completing a digital census may be difficult.
The Census 2021 letters sent to every household at the beginning of
March will include detailed information on getting help to complete
the census, including the option of a paper census. Seeking help
from a family member or friend is encouraged but if you still have
concerns about completing the census, please contact me.
Taken from Census Digital Copy for Partners Downloadable
resources - Census 2021
Moira Holloway
Clerk, Ipsden Parish Council
ipsdenpc@gmail.com
01491 691388
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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“Mummy, I’m Bored ……”
Thanks to Elaine Allen for sending in these suggestions from The
Farmers’ Club to ease the strain of school holidays with subjects that
are entertaining and/or educational:
London Royal Observatory
Solar System Discovery: Virtual Planetarium - The London Royal
Observatory is presenting a daily on-line planetarium show. Times:
School Holidays | 11am & 1pm. Ages: 7+. £5 per device. https://
www.rmg.co.uk/whats-on/solar-system-discovery-virtualplanetarium-show
The British Library
The British Library has a great on-line literary based craft page for
young bookworms.
https://www.bl.uk/childrens-books/themes/all-activities
ZSL London Zoo - “The Zoo to You”
Take a peek and meet some of the wonderful animals that reside at
ZSL London Zoo and learn fun facts about some of the most
fascinating and endangered animals in the world.
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfEak51vomRQbC1GDR9plC7FfPZVY7qT
SEA LIFE London Aquarium
Holding one of Europe's biggest collections the Sea Life Centre have
created some great live streams, it’s a wonderful way to meet some
of the 7,000 sea creatures that call this aquarium home.
https://www.facebook.com/watch/SEALIFELondonAquarium/
Museum of London
With fun print outs and the creation of arts and crafts, this is a fun
way for young historians to learn about the city’s history. https://
www.museumoflondon.org.uk/families/fun-home
National History Museum
From dinosaurs to nature, a range of fun activities to keep young
explorers busy. https://www.nhm.ac.uk/take-part/try-this-athome.html
Horniman Museum
Some great videos and tours of exhibitions ranging from ancient
history to musical instruments.
https://www.horniman.ac.uk/schools/learning-at-home/
Tate Kids
On the Tate website there are a range of activities to keep young
budding artists busy including games, quizzes and crafts. https://
www.tate.org.uk/kids
Warner Bros Tour – The Making of Harry Porter
For Harry Potter Fans parts of the studio tour have gone on-line - it’s
magical and I enjoyed it too!! https://www.wbstudiotour.co.uk/athome/
Saddlers Wells – London
Get moving around the living room with dance workshops for children
aged 2 to 6 years. https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLAC0ZTI5pkuzlbdGtV_-bimq6JL5ArVit
London Symphony Orchestra: Space … but not as we know it
A free on-line concert suitable for school and family groups that
caters for 7 to 12 year olds. Presenter Rachel Leach explores the
separation of sounds, how music travels around an orchestra in this
one-hour family concert with the London Symphony Orchestra.
https://lso.co.uk/whats-on/alwaysplaying/digitalactivities/space.html
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Allotment Space and
Volunteer Days
This year there is some spare
growing space available in Braziers
Park's walled kitchen garden for
people interested in learning new
skills and growing their own healthy
food – tools and advice available as
well! We also have a Volunteer Day
every Wednesday, 10am untill 4pm, working mainly outside. Coffee
and lunch are served in the loggia outside at present, so dress up
warm! Please contact me will@braziers.org.uk or ring Braziers’
office on 01491 680221 for more information.
Will Simpson

Ipsden Village
Lottery Winners
30 January

Gary Magill

6 February

Bill Lafferty

13 February

Amanda Small

20 February

Isobel Lomax

27 February

See next edition

Ipsden Village
Lottery Tickets

Used Postage Stamps

We are still collecting for the charity
“Dogs for the Disabled”. Please
bring your old postage stamps to
Shirley at Ipsden Village Store.

There are still numbers
available for the Ipsden
Lottery, which helps fund
our Village Memorial Hall. A
ticket is £1 per week,
payable in 10-week blocks,
with the winning number
worth £25 each week. The
winning number is the
Saturday night bonus ball
number in the National
Lottery. If you are
interested in joining, please
talk to Shirley in the shop to
arrange payment and to
choose your number. Good
luck!
Clare Davis

Distribution of The Window
We continue to deliver paper copies to homes in Ipsden, Mongewell
and North Stoke. Thanks to Tammy Bast and Heather Llewellyn,
and the team of deliverers, for doing this, and to Dan and Tammy
Bast for funding the costs of printing. The Window is available
online on the Ipsden village website www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk A
notification email is sent out (bcc) to residents when a new edition is
added; if you would like to receive these notifications and do not
already receive them, please send a request email to
ipsden.window@gmail.com A pdf version for A5 booklet printing is
also available upon request. Some paper copies are held in Shirley’s
shop in Ipsden for individual collection.
Note: Copy deadline for the April edition is 18 March
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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