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The Ipsden Estate
A brief history of The Ipsden Estate and its workings
The Ipsden Estate has been in the ownership of my family, the
Reades, since 1536, due to the benevolence of their relatives, John
Audlett and his wife Catherine, who left the main portion of their
estates to Kathryn Reade, wife of Thomas Reade of Barton Court.
The Estate at that time included land from the Thames at Little
Stoke up to Stoke Row. Today the Estate still covers land in Ipsden,
Checkendon and Stoke Row, and consists of a mix of arable
farmland, mixed species forestry, commercial property, tenant farms
and residential let properties.
The bulk of the Estate farmland has been farmed on either a
tenanted basis or through a farm partnership for the best part of the
last 200 years. The Forestry covers over 450 acres and presents a
sizeable task to keep under management which is currently
managed in house.
The manor house of the Estate,
Ipsden House, was built in its
current form in 1764 and was
originally the farmhouse and
dairy of the Estate. Around this
time the original Tudor manor
house of the Estate, which was
located where Ben’s Cottages
now stand, became derelict and
uninhabitable. So it was
demolished and salvageable
timbers were re-used in the
enlarging of the current Ipsden
House and the construction of
Grove Barn. This original Sun
Insurance plaque was
discovered behind a blocked-up
window at Ipsden House in
1960 and it shows the extent of
the original house and
insurance values in 1768.
Continued on page 2
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The Ipsden Estate (Continued)
Ipsden House was
tenanted between
the 1920s and the
1990s. During this
time several
notable people
resided in the
house; however,
more will be
written on this in
future articles.
Today, the Estate
is mainly managed
in-house now and
over the last 10
years we have
undertaken
refurbishment of
around 12 cottages,
built 3 extensions,
constructed 2 new
houses and
converted an
unused listed barn
to residential use.
We still have much
to do and the
Estate continues to
adapt to the daily
challenges of the
everchanging world
in which we live
today.
Kate Miller

Above, Ipsden House as it was in 1903,
and below, Ipsden House as it is now

Welcome Corner
During last summer the late Jill Yates had the idea to say a big hello
from the villages to all new residents, or those who’ve been here a
while, who, because there have been no village events since lockdown began last March, have not had the chance to meet. Normally
our villages are very friendly with lots to be involved in but, with not
much happening, Jill felt people should have the opportunity to introduce themselves. If anyone new or new-ish to Mongewell, North
Stoke or Ipsden would like to send a short introduction, including
contact information if you wish, please email details to
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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New Life: Lambing, So It Must Be Spring

This montage is of lambing by local shepherds Alex Bunce and Kylie
Smith.
Shepherds know how many lambs to expect because the ewes are
scanned between 60 and 90 days of being with the ram. You may
remember from a previous article by Steve Atkinson that the length
of gestation (pregnancy) is on average 147 days but this can be a
few days earlier or later. The lambs’ fleeces are then coded to indicate whether it is to be three, two or one. By the end of lambing
the flock is expected to at least double in size.
The newly born lambs are left with the ewe for a couple of hours
during which time the ewe cleans them up. Then ewe and lambs
are moved to an individual small pen for a couple of days where
they are routinely checked over before being transported to a grass
field. The lambs are weaned after 14 to 15 weeks and then feed on
grass for a year.
Continued on page 4
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New Life (Continued)
Because ewes only have two teats the practice with triplets is to take
the strongest one and put it with a ewe that has had a single lamb,
using the technique of “wet fostering”. This involves rubbing birth
fluids from the foster ewe onto the adoptive lamb. The photograph
of Alex and Kylie is of them holding lambs of the Hartline breed, of
which they keep a small number going. This is because the Hartline
was specially bred in Ipsden by farmer the late Stephen Hart, together with then shepherd Steve Atkinson. I would like to thank
Alex and Kylie for allowing me a brief visit into their world.
David Coldwell

Spring Life: What a Difference a Day Makes
(Well, Less Than a Day, Actually!)

Two pictures of my garden in Crabtree Corner illustrate our British
weather and all the seasons in one day. First (top left) covered in
snow at 7am (yes, seven am) on Monday 12 April, then the same
view at 4pm the very same day (bottom left). In between these
times, going clockwise, Warren Hill looking towards Ipsden. "The
cherry now is hung with snow along the bough .... wearing white for
Eastertide". From “A Shropshire Lad” by A E Houseman. But
Houseman imagined the snow as being cherry blossom, not the real
thing! And then, wild flowers poked their heads through the melting
snow, including violets and cowslips, seen on the track uphill from
Woodhouse Farm.
Andrew Darke
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Local Hospital Life
It has been business as usual at Wallingford Community Hospital
during the pandemic as hopefully we enter more settled times. As I
write we have no covid patients on the ward and this has been the
case since mid-March. Such a change: when I think back to just
after Christmas when 14 out of our 16 patients were positive and
some were dreadfully poorly. We still operate the “traffic light
“system: red is positive, amber isolating, and green covid-free or
recovered. We just have one amber patient now who we will isolate
for a precautionary 14 days. Patients are still being tested weekly,
and staff continue with twice-weekly lateral flow tests. Most staff
have now received both jabs and we have a team visiting to
vaccinate patients.
We are allowing some visitors on the ward, although this is still quite
restricted. Not unlike the nursing home model, patients may have
the same visitor who must book a slot, can stay for an hour and be
prepared to wear level 1 PPE. This means that most of our family
meetings etc are still being held online but it is a little step, and it is
lovely to see patients being re-united with their loved ones (even if it
is just to take home the washing!).
With more patients being “green”, we have
to wear face masks only. This is indeed
good news! While essential, the shields are
hot and uncomfortable and, believe me, do
nothing for that brand new hair cut you just
had! For patients, the shields make verbal
communication more difficult than it might
already be and can add to patients
sometimes feeling more isolated. I look
forward to the day when they can go back
into that store cupboard.
Slowly other activities on the ward are
getting back on track. There are plans for a
new sensory garden. We also have a very
fancy new call bell system in place. I have
to say the patients seem far more skilled
with it than I do. I am still pressing all the
wrong buttons but, as ever, my lovely
patients are showing me the way! We also
have an exciting plan for our hospital in the
pipeline which I hope I can share with you
later in the year. And the baby ducks have
hatched! 24-ish bundles of cuteness all
doing well. Ducks nest in our gardens
every year, much to the dismay of the
gardeners. They are messy creatures – the
ducks, not the gardeners - but they bring
the patients much pleasure.
Continued on page 6
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Local Hospital Life (Continued)
The garden is just outside the therapy office and therapy staff have
become the duck babies’ carers. They are doing a sterling job,
feeding and changing the paddling pool water; they assure me that
any day soon they are going to do some therapy!
As I write this I have, like as I understand, every Oxford Health
employee, just received a John Lewis gift voucher. I have also
received garden gifts, hot and cold meals, and hand creams. Staff
who may have struggled also had the opportunity to receive support
from counsellors if needed - no waiting lists, just there when asked
for. It is easy to criticise and blame authorities, but it is good
sometimes to be happy for these little things and the messages they
convey. Thank-you Oxford Health. You rock!
Siobhan Bennett

Early Days Life
This first half of term at the nursery in Ipsden has been very much
centred around the excitement of Easter. Everyone made Easter
bonnets decorated with little sheep, chicks and flowers and were
lucky to be gifted a little box with some chocolate eggs inside. They
sang lots of Easter songs, made chocolate nests and painted pictures
of chicks. They were thrilled to have a surprise visit from a very big
tractor belonging to one of the children's parents; all the children
were allowed to sit in the driver’s seat to have their photo taken.
The fine weather has meant playing outdoors every day, singing
songs, painting, and
playing in the playground.
But one special visitor who
happened to hop over to
the nursery created much
delight amongst the
children. The Easter Bunny
was found in various places
around the cricket ground.
This caused great
excitement amongst the
children as they tried to
find where he and his
friends might be hiding;
there was more excitement
when the children
discovered that he had laid
out an Easter egg hunt to
follow.
Liz Yates

ipsden.window@gmail.com

6

www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk

Quirky Still Life
“Artweeks” is coming to Ipsden! Denny
Webb is opening her studio to the public to
share her recent works painted during
lockdown which include her very successful
Quirky Still Life series which brings nature
into the inner sanctums of our homes,
merging familiar local landscapes with jugs
of daffodils, hellebores, bluebells, teacups
full of snowdrops and the odd bird or two.
She will also be displaying a variety of
watercolours and tree paintings on small and
large canvases together with cards, art
books and magazines.
Denny is a professional artist who was
trained in the United States. She has won
awards in international art shows; she has
paintings in numerous collections around the
world as well as the UK, and is a member of
the prestigious Oxford Art Society.
The exhibition will be following the current Covid-19 safety
guidelines, with the opportunity to look around the garden, its
curiosities and flower borders with a cup of tea while waiting to view
the exhibition indoors, thereby giving everyone the opportunity to
have a relaxed and enjoyable visit while staying safe.
15 – 23 May. Venue 198: Boundary House Studio, Crabtree Corner,
Ipsden. Weekends 11am – 5pm and weekdays 2pm – 5pm
“Artweeks” Workshops
During May, Denny will be holding half-day workshops painting the
glorious spring landscape of Ipsden, whatever is out in bloom will be
the subject of the watercolour morning painting: blossom trees,
bluebell woods, rape fields etc. All you need is a fisherman's chair, a
flask of coffee and your painting kit for an enjoyable session painting
in nature. The workshops are being held on 1, 19 and 29 May, from
10am to 1pm, cost £39 and commence at Denny's studio in Ipsden.
For further information and contact details please visit her
website www.dennywebb.com

Ipsden Village Website
Please remember there is a wealth of information about Ipsden in the
village website, maintained by Ipsden Parish Council, on
www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk. It includes up-to-date information on
church services, parish council news and local support that is
available during the coronavirus situation.

ipsden.window@gmail.com

7

www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk

Food Bank Life
You have probably seen the appeals in The Window for the Food
Bank, and many people in Ipsden and North Stoke generously donate
items. The lockdown led to loss of income for many in our area, and
Food Banks are a vital source of support. But where is the Food
Bank and how does it operate?
There’s a large and very busy Food Bank in South Reading, another
in Henley and another in Wallingford. The food donation boxes you
see in our local Lidl and Waitrose go to Wallingford. The Ipsden
donations go to the church Food Bank in Sonning Common, which
distributes widely in the surrounding area, including Woodcote.
Volunteers pack and deliver parcels each week according to individual
requirements eg diabetic/vegetarian, and the number and age of
those in the household.
Generally, the parcels contain only basic items, enough for a few
days at the most, and are not intended to provide everything. All
kinds of food are needed – soups, tinned meat and fish, tinned fruit
and vegetables, rice pudding, tea, coffee, breakfast cereal and longlife milk, but we also need cleaning items, toiletries and babies’
nappies. If we are given extra “treat” items such as Easter eggs for
children, or mince pies at Christmas, we are always delighted to add
them!
Janet Thompson and I pack food parcels on Thursdays at Sonning
Common. Pictured are Janet in action and parcels waiting to be
delivered. Note the chocolate Easter bunnies waiting to go!

Above, Janet Thompson in the
foodbank at Sonning Common,
and above right, parcels
ready for dispatch
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So, do please remember those who
rely on food banks, particularly at
these still difficult times. Many in
our communities have been
adversely affected by loss of income
and the risk of unemployment.
Families, the elderly and disabled
also turn to food banks for support.
You can contact me to donate food or
ask questions by email at
heatherll2410@hotmail.com. Many
thanks for your help.
Heather Llewellyn
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Much Much Earlier Life: Did You Know? …..
That Ipsden witnessed a mass extinction! Going down deeper with
our imaginary Ipsden borehole we come to Permian and Triassic age
sediments ………
Older than the Jurassic and from 200 to 290 million years ago,
sediments of Triassic and Permian age were being deposited around
here when the location of Ipsden was near the Equator. Today,
these thin deposits lie approximately 400m below us. Although
deposits of this age may be thin here, elsewhere they can be
thousands of metres thick, and globally this was one of the most
dramatic periods in geological history.

All life forms were happily evolving rapidly on land and sea during
the early part of this era but ‘suddenly’ the world turned toxic and
quite rapidly 80% of marine species and 70% terrestrial species,
including most of the early dinosaurs, became extinct. Despite this
devastating loss of bio-diversity, some 10 million years after this
event, the evolution of life had resumed on land and sea. The
limited number of surviving dinosaur species were evolving rapidly
and they were able to dominate the world for the next 100 million
years.
Exactly what caused the world to turn toxic is still not agreed but
volcanic activity, carbon dioxide levels reaching 2000ppm (we are
currently at 400ppm), impact by meteorites, excess methane and
other factors have all been cited and may all have been involved.
The Permian layers are thickly developed in the North Sea and are
very important to the UK. More in the June edition!
Robert Booth
https://images.newscientist.com/wp-content/
uploads/2017/10/19122050/c0303632-triassicjurassic_extinction_illustration-spl.jpg?width=800
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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North Stoke Treasures
St Mary’s at North Stoke is proud of its frescos but it has other old
and hidden gems. Amongst these she possesses a splendid Bible
and Book of Common Prayer, printed in 1660 in two volumes. This
was the first folio bible printed after the Restoration of Charles II and
so has a suitably “royal” engraved title.
Unfortunately, because of the damp environment, and for security
reasons, it cannot be kept permanently on display in the church but
can be brought out for special occasions. Not easily, however, as
together the volumes weigh 12 kgs. and measure 29 by 43 by
13cms, so they are not the
most portable of items.
The title shows King
Solomon on his throne by
Lombart and has a large,
engraved view of
Jerusalem by Holland and
a double page map of the
Holy Land. The tomes
have a fine Restoration
binding of reds morocco
gilt, covers with wide
borders made up of
foliage, flowers and fruits
with large Royal arms.
Wallingford Museum is not
interested and it cannot be
sold, but I would be
delighted to show it to
anyone who would like to
see it as it seems a shame
to be stored away.
tstreatfeild@hotmail.com
Tim Streatfeild
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Lent, Holy Week and Easter Services
Saturday, 3 April was the first day that we didn’t have a church
service or Lenten observance since Ash Wednesday on 18 February.
This is thanks to the power of Zoom and, most especially, all the
hard work of John Blair in Ipsden and North Stoke and Kevin Davies
in Checkendon. They prepared a broad selection of services to
appeal to all tastes. Imagine there being forty days-worth of
material to put together!
We started on Ash Wednesday with an evensong using pieces
recorded by Ipsden Music and responses sung by Andrew Darke.
The following evening was the first Lenten devotion from the
Rectory. The pattern was an 8.30pm start, a talk on the theme for
the evening, a film and music relevant to that evening and finishing
with a prayer and blessing shortly after 8.45pm.
The main theme was a journey with Jesus from the Judean desert to
Galilee and then down through Samaria and Judea to Jerusalem.
We visited the mountain fortress of Masada, Jericho, Lake Tiberius
and the villages and towns around it and then West and South via
Nazareth to Jerusalem stopping in many places from the Gospels to
hear the stories. These were richly illustrated, sometimes with
dramatized versions or drone film of the area. John Blair brought a
different Celtic theme to the Thursday evenings.
In addition to Kevin’s and John’s illustrated talks, which generally
had about twenty devices logged on, Ipsden and North Stoke
continued to follow the pattern of worship that we are used to.
Sunday services; Wednesday Evensong at 5pm, Friday Compline at
8pm. The latter was a little shorter during Lent so that we could join
Kevin for the Lent Journey. This all culminated in the Communion of
the Last Supper on Maundy Thursday evening, then three hours “At
the foot of the Cross”. This was a powerful meditative service as we
contemplated the Passion of Christ and followed the stations of the
cross.
As I said at the top, there was nothing on Holy Saturday as we
contemplated the Crucifixion and Deposition. We celebrated the
Risen Christ with a joyful Zoom Eucharist which included Ipsden
Music’s “This Joyful Easter Tide” and their newly recorded anthem
“Exsultate Justi” by
Viadana. Thank you to
Andrew Darke for all
his work on these
pieces. Huge thanks
to Kevin and John for
all they did and
arranged through
Lent: forty days of
contemplation, prayer
and enjoyment.
Ipsden Music singing “Exsultate Justi”
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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View from the Vicarage
May is known as a month of transition,
a time of change, no matter where in the
world you are. If you live in the northern
hemisphere, the fresh cold winds are gone
(!), and the rains of early spring; the spring
flowers are blooming, birds are chirping, and
life is starting to seem a little more joyful
day by day! If you’re on the other side of
the world, then it’s a time when summer is
long gone. The fall winds have swept by,
and the nights are getting colder and darker, yet still delightfully
warm. It is a time for May Poles, Morris Dancing and garlands of
flowers.
The name May is modern-day English associated with Maia, the
Greek goddess of growth (nurture) and in ancient Greece and Rome
the month also was dedicated to pagan goddesses connected to
fertility and springtime (Artemis and Flora, respectively). In Old
English the month was referred to as the “month of three milkings”,
when you could milk your cows up to three times per day!
“Marry in May and you’ll rue the day”! It’s not clear where exactly
the saying comes from, but there must have been a pretty good
reason not to get married in one of the most beautiful months of the
year! There’s the Cornish superstition that buying a new broom in
May is unlucky. And then there’s the one “Wash a blanket in May,
wash a dear one away”! And how about this?
It is considered very unlucky if the fire goes out on May morning. It
cannot be rekindled except by a lighted sod from the priest’s house,
and the ashes of this blessed turf are afterwards sprinkled on the
floor and threshold of the house.
While this may not be scientifically factual, it has been noticed that
people born in May understand the importance of love and success
more than others. The birthstone for May is the emerald - symbol of
fertility and rebirth. And May has two birth flowers – the Lily-of-theValley representing the return of happiness and sweetness, and the
Hawthorn, a symbol of hope. May also has two Zodiac signs: Taurus
and Gemini are said to signify between them ambition and
cleverness, trustworthiness, passion, and adaptability
May Day has been celebrated since Celtic times with great
feasting. For the Celts, Beltane (Bealtaine) marked the beginning
of the pastoral summer season when the herds of livestock were
driven out to the summer pastures and mountain grazing lands. The
lighting of bonfires 'the eve of Bealtaine' on mountains and hills of
ritual and political significance was one of the main activities of the
festival, marking a time of purification and transition, heralding in
the season in the hope of a good harvest later in the year.
Continued on page 13
ipsden.window@gmail.com

12

www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk

View from the Vicarage (continued)
BLESS, O Threefold true and bountiful,
Myself, my spouse, and my children,
My tender children and their beloved mother at their head.
On the fragrant plain, on the gay mountain sheiling,
On the fragrant plain, on the gay mountain sheiling.
Everything within my dwelling or in my possession,
All kine and crops, all flocks and corn,
From Hallow Eve to Beltane Eve,
With goodly progress and gentle blessing,
From sea to sea, and every river mouth,
From wave to wave, and base of waterfall.
Be the Three Persons taking possession of all to me belonging,
Be the sure Trinity protecting me in truth;
Oh! satisfy my soul in the words of Paul,
And shield my loved ones beneath the wing of Thy glory,
Shield my loved ones beneath the wing of Thy glory.
Bless everything and every one,
Of this little household by my side.

May is a time to honour Flora the May Queen, goddess of the
flowers, and the young blushing bride, and the princess of the Fae:
The leaves are budding across the land
on the ash and oak and hawthorn trees.
Magic rises around us in the forest
and the hedges are filled with laughter and love.
Dear lady, we offer you a gift,
a gathering of flowers picked by our hands,
woven into the circle of endless life.
The bright colours of nature herself
blend together to honour you,
Queen of spring,
as we give you honour this day.
Spring is here and the land is fertile,
ready to offer up gifts in your name.
we pay you tribute, our lady,
daughter of the Fae,
and ask your blessing this Beltane.
For many Christians May is well-known as “Mary’s Month,” when
special devotions are performed in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Ancient rituals commemorating the new season of spring, led many
Western cultures to view May as a month of life and motherhood.
This was long before Mothering Sunday (or the secular Mother’s Day)
was conceived. In the early Church there is evidence of a major
feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary celebrated on 15 May each year, but
it wasn’t until the 18th century that May received a particular
association with the Virgin Mary.
Continued on page 14
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View from the Vicarage (continued)
According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, “The May devotion in its
present form originated at Rome where Father Latomia of the Roman
College of the Society of Jesus, to counteract infidelity and immorality
among the students, made a vow at the end of the eighteenth
century to devote the month of May to Mary. From Rome the practice
spread to the other Jesuit colleges and thence to nearly every
Catholic church of the Latin rite.” Though there existed a prior
tradition of devoting 30 days to Mary called Tricesimum, which was
also known as “Lady Month.” In the Anglican tradition 31 May is the
feast of the Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth (mother of
John the Baptist).
It’s common practice in some places to have a daily recitation of the
Rosary throughout May, and many parishes erect a special May altar
with a statue or picture of Mary as a reminder of Mary’s month.
Additionally, it’s a long-standing tradition to crown the statue of Mary
during May – a custom known as May Crowning. Often, the crown is
made of beautiful blossoms representing Mary’s beauty and virtue.
It’s also a reminder to the faithful to strive to imitate our Blessed
Mother’s virtue in our own lives.
Mary was chosen above other women according to Islam: “she is a
personality who had the characteristics like chastity, being sinless,
and devotion.” The Prophet said of her: “she is one of the best
examples for the worshippers who want to be sincere and virtuous
servants of Creator: a flower raised in good manner.”
Hazrat Maryam was a subject of honour and glory; innocent and
pure, free of bad morals; a distinguished woman as the mother of
Prophet Isa (Jesus) alayhissalam. As a result of this bounty, she
used to thank her Lord by busying herself with worship, prayer and
prostrations. She was always together with obedient people, not with
the heedless ones. She would worship in Bayt al-Maqdis (Jerusalem)
with the believers. “O Mary, be devoutly obedient to your Lord and
prostrate and bow with those who bow [in prayer].” (Âli ‘Im’rân, 43)
The Bible may not give much detail about the life of The Virgin Mary,
but what we do know all points someone motivated by duty and faith
whose obedience, sacrifice and humility led Elizabeth to proclaim to
her “Blessed are you among woman and blessed is the fruit of your
womb.” Certainly, many wonderful characteristics have been
attributed to her, and all of which had consequences which produced
their own virtues. Mary is seen as a holy personality; and this causes
people to take her as a good example for themselves. She becomes
a heroine for many.

In his book The Hero Code Admiral William H. McRaven writes:
“Life is a constant assessment of where you are and how much better
you can be.” He identifies heroic characteristics from which to
construct a code of practice which I think Mary would have lived by,
and ring bells when one considers the life of Prince Philip!:
Continued on page 15
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View from the Vicarage (continued)
COURAGE – I will always strive to be courageous; to take one step
forward as I confront my fears
HUMILITY – I will work to recognise the limits of my intellect, my
understanding, and my power
SACRIFICE – I will learn to give daily, a little of my time, my talent,
and my treasure to those in need.
INTEGRITY – I will be a person of integrity; every action I take will
be moral, legal, and ethical
COMPASSION – I will be kind and compassionate to at least one
person every day without reward.
PERSEVERANCE – I will persevere on matters that are important to
me, my family, my country, or my faith.
DUTY – I will perform every job every duty to the best of my ability
HOPE – I will use my unique talents to inspire others and give them
hope that tomorrow will be a better day
HUMOUR – I will use humour to comfort others, and never be afraid
to laugh at myself
FORGIVENESS –I will try to forgive, however great or small the
offence. I will be the victor, not the victim.
The Virgin Mary led Jesus to his first miracle in the wedding of
Canaan. Her instruction to the servants of the wedding was
“Whatever he says to you, do it.” Maybe we should pay more
attention to that hero!
“Sow everywhere the good seed given to you. Sow in good ground,
sow in sand, sow among the stones, sow on the road, sow among
the weeds. Perhaps some of these seeds will open up and grow and
bring forth fruit, even if not at once.” Seraphim of Sarov (17591833), Russian monk.
Blessings

Canon John
01491 681100

In Lieu of Church Collections
While we have no weekly church collections you can still make a
financial contribution to one of our churches. Please do so online at
Donations – Langtree Team Ministry (langtreechurches.org).
You can also make online payments to:
North Stoke PCC 20-01-09 10726400
Ipsden PCC 30-99-03 00153548.

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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May Church Opening and Services
Up Until 22 May:

St Mary’s North Stoke will be closed. There will be no formal services
at St Mary’s Ipsden but the church will be open for quiet individual
prayer on Sundays from 12pm noon to 4pm and on Thursdays from
10am to 12pm noon. This allows the required 72 hours between each
use of the church building. Please follow instructions on the notices:
sanitise, wear a mask, leave a laminated slip when you have sat in a
pew, leave doors open when you are in the church and scan your QR
code on arrival. The last is optional but helpful.

Scheduled Zoom services will continue www.zoom.us
Sundays, 2 May and 9 May: Ipsden & North Stoke Sunday Worship
at 10am, Meeting ID: 188 513 761 (Please wait to be admitted).
There will be no usual Zoom service on 16 May.
Sunday 16 May: Invitation to join via Zoom either:
Woodcote Morning Worship at 10am with Rev’d Linda, Meeting ID:
227 415 0550 (Please wait to be admitted), or Checkendon Service
at 11am with Rev’d Kevin, Meeting ID: 636 645 195, passcode =
000162.
Wednesdays, 5 May and 12 May: Ipsden & North Stoke Evening
Prayer at 5pm, Meeting ID: 410 935 129 (Please wait to be
admitted).
Friday, 7 May: Ipsden & North Stoke COMPLINE at 8pm, Meeting
ID: 726 350 423 (Please wait to be admitted).

For the Remainder of May:

Sunday, 23 May is Pentecost and we revert to live church! St
Mary’s Ipsden: Holy Communion at 9.30am. St Mary’s North Stoke:
Holy Communion at 11am.
Sunday, 30 May is Trinity Sunday. There will be a joint Zoom
TEAM SERVICE at 10am sponsored by St Leonard’s Woodcote,
Meeting ID: 227 415 0550 (please wait to be admitted).

Both churches will remain open for private prayer.

From 1 June Onwards:

Both churches will continue to be open for private prayer. Our
worship pattern will be:
Sundays: On the 1st (Holy Communion), 3rd (Holy Communion) and
4th (Morning Prayer) Sundays of the month: Live church services in
St Mary’s Ipsden at 9.30am and St Mary’s North Stoke at 11am
On the 2nd Sunday of the month there will be a Zoom Service of the
Word, Meeting ID: 188 513 761 (please wait to be admitted).
On the 5th Sunday of the month there will be a joint service
sponsored by one of the churches in the Langtree team.
Wednesdays: Evensong service via Zoom at 5pm, Meeting ID: 410
935 129 (Please wait to be admitted).
Please note that Covid precautions will still apply
for some time yet and that church opening and
services are constantly under review.
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Church Annual Meetings
Annual meetings for the churches in North Stoke and Ipsden take
place in accordance with legal requirements and Church
Representation Rules. Each Annual Parish Meeting (APM) is a short
meeting for those on the civic electoral register and the parish
electoral roll to elect two churchwardens for each church. The
Annual Parochial Church Meetings (APCMs), which are open only to
all those on the relevant parish electoral roll, are to receive a report
from the Parochial Church Council (PCC) reviewing the year’s
activities and to elect PCC members for the forthcoming year. For
ease of administration and procedure, these meetings are normally
held consecutively for each parish. In line with current government
and Church of England advice, the meetings are held online, as they
were last year.
For Ipsden, the APM and APCM will be held immediately after the
Sunday morning service, that is at approximately 10.45am, on
Sunday 9 May. Those entitled to attend can join via Zoom, meeting
id 188 513 761 (Please wait to be admitted). The North Stoke
APM and APCM were held on Monday 12 April.

News from The Corn Exchange
Good news for film fans. In line with the current government
roadmap the Corn Exchange in Wallingford plans to re-open the
cinema from Monday, 17 May. Social distancing will still be in place
but you can book seats together for your "bubble". You will still
have to wear a mask. The rules on checking in have changed and
every single person will have to leave contact details, but they have
made that easy for you so you can scan the NHS QR code on your
smart phone or complete a paper list if you prefer. They are now
working to prepare the building and will be "fogging" all surfaces
after every performance.
Look at their website www.cornexchange.org.uk for the latest
schedules. Please book online if you can. The Corn Exchange will be
opening the box office on performance nights from 7pm to 7:45pm
and on Fridays and Saturdays from 10am till 1pm. The first
weekend for the box office will be 21 and 22 May. Unfortunately,
bar and coffee facilities will not be open initially.
Films are arranged for every day in the week beginning 17 May and
there will be other films arranged for the following weeks very soon.
Live theatre will be back with the Sinodun Players in July when they
will present “Wind in the Willows”.
The Wallingford Corn Exchange will be really happy to welcome you
back. It's been so long. The friendly front of house team is ready to
greet you once again. Enjoy.
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Faster Broadband for Ipsden!
You may have seen that the
Government has an ambition of
connecting 85 percent of the UK to
gigabit-capable broadband by 2025.
This is a bold ambition but cynically, it
means that 15% of the country won’t
have it! The disappointed 15% are
likely to be in rural areas!
At the moment, it is said, most of the UK can access ‘super-fast’
broadband (speeds above 30 megabits per second) through modern
fibre to a roadside cabinet (Fibre To The Cabinet…FTTC) and from
there by decades-old copper wiring to homes. It is this last leg of
this connection which is choking the delivery of gigabit speeds. The
use of copper wiring is old technology and the broadband speed
received drops off rapidly away from the fibre-cabinet. There is
virtually no degradation if fibre is used regardless of distance.
Ipsden already enjoys two fibre cabinets, so on the face of it, the
scheme is to replace the copper wiring from these cabinets with
fibre.
Fibre to the Premises (FTTP) permits ‘ultra-fast’ broadband (speeds
up to 1 gigabit per second). The problem for us and numerous other
rural areas is that it is not commercially viable for Openreach (or
others) to install fibre links to properties because it’s expensive and
they tend to cover a wider area. Technically there is no problem, it’s
all about money! To encourage Openreach and others to develop the
fibre infrastructure, the Government has announced a £5 billion
funding programme to help rural areas. Areas for this first tranche of
attention have been identified but unfortunately we’re not one of
them (not marginal enough I suspect!). However, not all is lost: the
government has a scheme for rural areas whereby allowances of
£1,500 per household, and £3,500 per business (large or small), can
be claimed by those who want a full-fibre connection. If a sufficient
number of premises want to upgrade then the cost will be met by
Openreach and government grants and the scheme will proceed.
Furthermore, Oxfordshire has been awarded £1m to top-up funding
where the government grants alone are insufficient. Unfortunately,
the reality is that Oxfordshire’s funding-pot is shrinking rapidly. The
good news is that despite Oxfordshire’s recent reduction in areas
eligible for their support, we are still eligible! The scheme is referred
to as the ‘Openreach Community Partnership’.
Why Do It?
It’s an opportunity to get much faster broadband speeds sooner
rather than later. It’s the future; as more of the country converts to
ultra-fast, then more and better services will become available, and
will require it, as will working-from-home. This is probably
achievable at no cost! Fibre is far more reliable than copper wire.
(how many times do we see Openreach working on the cabling?).
Increasingly, poor broadband speeds can affect the value of your
property.
Continued on page 19
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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Faster Broadband for Ipsden! (Continued)
Practical Implications
All the main broadband providers (BT, Talk Talk, Virgin etc) have had
full fibre schemes for some time; you choose the broadband speed
you want and pay a monthly fee accordingly. For example a 100
mbits/second contract might be about £35/month. So contract costs
may be a little more but for a far superior service. Also, broadband
providers will need to supply a new modem and connect it to the
fibre supply box on you house (or nearby). Some might make a
charge for this but they will want to keep your account so it is
unlikely to be significant.
You are required by Oxfordshire (and possibly the Government, not
sure!) to use the enhanced facilities within 1 year of it becoming
available. It is not clear to me how this could be enforced. I have
been told that copper connections to properties will be left in place
until no longer required. The new infrastructure will be installed as
whole area coverage, not simply to those who request it, so to
proceed the total cost needs to be met by the Government
allowances by those who say “yes”. I think that those who say “no”
will be able to tie-into the new infrastructure in the future but extra
connection costs may apply. If you currently get an acceptable
speed you might like to consider supporting the scheme simply for
the reliability that fibre offers. It may be that as more and more of
the country switches to full fibre, the old contracts using copper
connections may be phased out and become relatively more
expensive.
The Way Forward
If there is sufficient Community support for improving our broadband
then an application can be made to Openreach who will produce an
initial costing and we can assess the likelihood of the Government
grants meeting the costs for the scheme to go forward. There is no
obligation until Openreach asks each willing participant to pledge
their Government allowance and possibly vouchers from Oxfordshire
to the scheme.
You will have many questions I am sure; the following website is
excellent for answering your questions and is highly recommended:
www.increasebroadbandspeed.co.uk/FTTP-questions-and-answersfaqs-for-an-openreach-community-partnership Also, you might like
to check your download speed at www.cable.co.uk/broadband/speed/
#speedtest These links will be put onto the Ipsden village website
(www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk) for future reference.
To gauge the community’s interest in this proposal, I will be going
round the village in the coming weeks to talk to you and (if I can!)
answer your questions.
Robert Booth
Ipsden Parish Council

ipsden.window@gmail.com
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The King William Is Back Again!
On 13 April Andre and Pey were delighted to
re-open the King William with outdoor seating
only. Initially they will operate on a first-come
-first-served basis, with the Rule of 6 or two
households applying; there are no
reservations as they rely on the weather on
the day. Once they can resume with the
service inside, hopefully from 17 May onward
if the Government is able to adhere to its roadmap, they will be able
to take bookings as normal. Andre and Pey look forward to seeing
you again. For up-to-date information, you can check their website
KING WILLIAM IV HAILEY - Home (kingwilliamhailey.co.uk)

Academic & Creative Residencies at Braziers
Braziers Park is inviting researchers and
artists to apply for an Academic and Creative
Residency (ACRE), where a number of rooms
in the Main House are available to rent.
ACRE residents can pursue their work whilst
having the opportunity to integrate with the
community, contributing to Braziers’ research
culture and community life. Applications
from independent and institutionally affiliated researchers and artists
are welcome. More information can be found at our website
at www.braziers.org.uk
Will Simpson

Ipsden Village
Lottery Winners
27 March

Pauline Silvey

3 April

Wendy McConville

10 April

No Winner

17 April

Eleanor Llewellyn

24 April

David Kelley

Ipsden Village
Lottery Tickets

There are still numbers available
for the Ipsden Lottery, which
helps fund our Village Memorial
Hall. A ticket is £1 per week,
payable in 10-week blocks, with
the winning number worth £25
each week. The winning
number is the Saturday night
bonus ball number in the
National Lottery. If you are
interested in joining, please talk
to Shirley in the shop to arrange
payment and to choose your
number. Good luck!
Clare Davis

Note: Copy deadline for the June edition is 20 May please
ipsden.window@gmail.com
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